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their vigilance. The accounts are well kept. The dissentiemt
cchool at Pontte Fertine has 21 pupils 5 1 beheve itas hardly two
thirds of the vemr w operation, aml fs i cousequence it1s very
backward,

Rigaud tvillage). —The Lndustial Collese 1s a fiundsumie brick
building, standing on the slupe of 2 nolide mounizin, commamting
the prospect of an immense el of conntiy. [ am convinced thiat
the excellent system of inztruction pursued m ihis Lustitution, come-
binine ar it does the practical with the setentific, must exest
Deneucial influence on the growsng population of the neighboting
catlleys and of the whole country. 1t 1s attended by 105 pupils,
and i conducted by 1he Cleres de St. Piateur. The accounts o
the sehool Comnus<ioners, wudet whose contiol the [nstitution is
placed, are kept in perfect onder.

Faudreuil.—In this municipuity the ¢ we five clemeniary
sehools, an academy for boys, and an academy for rds. with
toial of 331 pupls’ The boy»' ueadewny is conducted by DMr.
Moffast, an excellent teacher.” Besides the branches weguued for
elementary scheols, he teaches book-keepme, and pear and
geometrical drawing, with remarhable  sucees-.  The female
academy kept by the Sisters of the order of Ste. Anne affords an
excellent edueation, at the e of my Iast visit great progress had
boen made thete.  Miss Sézun, a young teacher trined in this
establishment also keeps a very good school. The other clemen-
tary schools mauife~t the most satisfietory results.  ‘The accounts
ave well Kept, bt many areears are due. The disseutients have
wo schools attended by S1 pupils whose progress is bt slow
owing to the fact that they
the winter.

Xotices 0f Books and Bublications.

WoreesTERSS 1eToRIAL DICTIONALY, Boston : Swan, Brewer, nud Tiles-
ton. 4to. pp- 1,834 —This is the great riral dictionary of Dr. Webster's,
and itis g every way worthy of such 2 competitor. The two Dictiona-
ries sre Amesican publications ; but, teken as 2 whole. we regani
Worcester's as wmuch superior to Webster's, Worcester’s is not only
based npon the British standard of orthography (which is yet the only
ackuowledged avthority in the British Bmypire), but, in the classifica-
tions and srrangement of its materials, Worcester's i much mare con-
venient and satisfuctory o students and scholars thtu is Webster's,
Thus in Wehster's, the 1ustrations, ‘Table of Syuouytns, aud the
Appendix of New Words, are sepazated from ke body of the work:
while in Worcester's they arc all combined in the work itself. The in-
cozporation of the Synonys in their appropriate places in the Yody of the
work, is :t pecatine and adnisable feature in Worcester's Dictionary.
The largeness and clearness of the 1yde, the size of the pages, and the
quality of the paper, ag well as the nmnber of pages in the book, arc
altogether in favor of Worcester's. The whole number of prges in
Webster i5 1,750 ; in \Worewster, 1,834: whie each page of Worcester
is nearly one-fourih larger than that of Webster's, which smply com-
pensates fur the compression of matter by mecans of the smaller 1ype in
Webster's, In one or two fenturzs, however, we regard Webster's as
hetter that Worcesier's. For instance, the engravings in Webster's,
although chicfly copied from Blurkie's Imperial Dictionary, are larger
aud finer than thuse in Worcester's.  Into the matter of comparative
definition we will not euter . atthough, after n careful examination, we
find the deinition of some words in Worcesters neither so criticatly
accutate nor full as the corresponding delaition in Webster's: but this
is fully counterbalanced by a like superiority in some of Worcester's
definitions. It may be prover to staic, that Lotlidictionusics ate supplicd
10 public libaric?, schuols, aud teachers, at the Educational Depository.
—Upper Canada Journal of Lducation.

Tiie fo'lon ing article on rival dictivnaries abridged som the Globe by
ar ahove naned contemporury comes here in its proper place.

Dr. Johnson publizhed s gieat work first in 1755—a work which did
wore 1o cettle the exterual ferin of our language than any other—and
in it ke trgly says: © No Dictionury ol a living language ever can
e pesteet, since, while it i3 hastening 10 pablieation, sume words are
Hwlding, aud some are fullng qwcay? I iz needless to say how rapidly
the * budding process has Leen going 02 since his day, and what
advantages each jexicographer possesses over his predecessor.  Similar
language applies with nlinost equal force 10 orthoepy, or the pronoun-
ciation of the language. John Walker published hiis celebrated eritical
pronauncing Dictionary in 1791, e had been a teacher of clocution
awmatg the bigher ciasses uf London, and had cnjoyed peculiar advan-
iages tor stedying the best usage. These opportanities he carefully im-
poaved, sud io bis new work made pronunciation his chief study, his
design being, a3 ke expresses ity #principally to give a kind of history
of proncuciation aad to Tegizter its present stnte.”  Iu fact lie halds the
same rank ag an orthoepist that Johnson dacs aga lesicographer, and
almost all subsequent compilers have largely taken advantage of the
labours of these two Qistingnished men. Duriag the present contury

only attend schoul tegwialy durmg
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many Bnglish Dictivnavies have apprared buth in Britan (1) and in the
United Stites ; but the wo whicl divide public favour in Ameries nt
present, are those of Dr, Webster, of New llmven, amt Dr. Worcester,
of Cambridge. ‘The former of theze appeared fiest in 1828, intwoquarto
volumey, and a new edition followed in 1840, An cdinon sevised anid
enlorged by the Iate Rev. Chaancey A Goodrich,D D, of Yale College,
appeared in 1847, in a large quarto volume,  And o sull later puclorud
cdition lns been jssued by the Musses. Megrinm of Sprngheld, Mass,
Unguestionably greater pains have been taken with the defindtions in this
work, nnd if in this vespeet, Worcester excel, st may mairly be asked
whethier the inprovements are poy in some medsure atteibutable to the
faet that Worerster succeeded Webster.  Important changes were made

[l by Webster in the orthography, changes which are of two hinds, and

which rest on difterent grounds.  He rejected the u from such words us
Suvour, lubour, $c, and changed the terminations of certain words in
re into er, as cealre, melie, §e. Furiher, in adding to a ward the for-
matives ing, o, er, 2t single conzonaut of one precedes, 13 dounbled when
the accent 1alls on the fast syllab'e, as i forgelling. begummng, §c¢., but
it is vot doubled when the accent talls onany of the preceding sy Hnblex
as in benefiting, gurduning, & Dr. Worcester publizhed s > Compre-
hensive pronouncing and eaplantory Dictionan of the English lan-
guage” in 1830, awd hiz Quarto Dictivnti) was published just 30 years
atter, on the 3rd Jamwary of present year. This splendid woth, contain-
ing about 104,000, words was issued from the publishing house of Swan,
Brower & Tileston, of Bosten, and had all the advantages of the per-
sunal oversight of the author, heautiful typegraphy and piciosial ithns.
tration. Its claim to superionity over that of Webster, chicly rests on
its having adopted the English standard of orthograpby and orthotpy—
in this vespect meeting the siews of Everett, Webster, Irving, and a
mnjority of the literary men of the Enitrd Stries—in the beuer diseri-
mination of the slighter and more obsewre sounds-of the vowes, giving
in the ¥ key®™ w the system of nolation seven Qitferent sounds of u (three
more than Webster,) five souuds of ¢ (ihiee more than Webster.) five
of i (two more than Webster,) six of o (one more thar Webster,) six of
2 (three more thar Webster,) and fvur of y; in the coprunsness of tegl
nical terms in the Atts and Sciences, und i these heing dllustrated by
numerous dingrars and pictorial representations. We understand timt
an editioa of Webster hns also been published with pictorial itluetra.
tions, so that this can no louger be regarded as in the catslogue of
iroprovements,

Bowgks @ ¢ An listorical sketch of the Isle of Uileans, betng a paper
read before the Literwy and Historical Society of Quehee, ~hy Ho N
Bowen, 40 p. in-80. Cary.

Mr. Bowen of Quebec, is 2 Nutary and son ol tie Hon, Chief Justice
Bowen ‘The Transuctions of the Literary and Histonical Society of
Qurbee form three intereating volwmnes, now very seldommet with. Two
parts of a fourth volume were jsgucd, and after  Jamentabic inter-
ruption of this work, we welcomed with pleaswie an essay read hefore
she soticty, and printed, o doubi, at the expense of the author. The
work of Mr. Bowen, counceived in an excellent gpirit, is besides well
recommended by its literary merit. Lucal sketehes of this kind, which are
now adojed by some colicges as subjects 10 be given o ibew pupils
for comprtilion, nut only serve 10 vecord and preserve avclivological
facts, and to suve traditions and fegends from oblivion, but they ul-o
instil patriotis u, and create o practical taswe for use ful pursuits,

The aspect of the Island uf' Orleans, clothed by maguificent forests of
onk, cho, pine, aud cedar, and rboLnling With the wild zrape, struck
Jacaues-Cartier, who, as it is kaown, called it the lsiaud of Bacchas.
He, however, in the saring of 1036, gave it the nuwe which it now
tears. 1t 3321 miles long, and in some plc.s, isas o ide a3 3¢ wiles,
and formed part of tie Svigniazy of Braupse, geanted in 1636 10 Sieur
Gustillon, by the Compuuy of lt Nowrille-France.  The islaud which,
with the Seigniory, had passed into the Bands of Momcigncur Laval,
wae afternard exchanged Jor the Istand of Jezua, befonging to Alr. de
Berthelot. It was erected into a fief noble under the name of County of
St. Laurcpt, and contiined as many ag six arrieresjirfs. Mr. Bowen
gives a short but very interesting syvnopsis of s _history, topography,
aud of its resources.  1le describes the Huron cotony whici in 1659,
cettied here, and the foundations of whose fort the aunthor has discov-
cred upon his own farm 3 the establishment, in 1685, of tl:e convent of
the Secars de la Congrézalion, at Ste. Tamille, by the Sisters Hious and
Barbier, who uudetwent auch seveve trinls; and the eacaumpment of
Wolfe in the ceatre of the istand, where he first caught a gluapse of the
ramparls of Quebee.  Tite trotps now cacuitp on nearly the same spot
every summer.  The Columbus angd the Baron Revfrers were built here
in 1824-23, aud were then the largest vesaels in the world. The author
also mentions the legend of a crogs evectald to commenorale an exchange
of relics hovween two parishes of the island, a subjeet which had been
the oceasion of mach travhle , the iassacss of the Jlurons by the Iro-
quois in 1636, the rash capedition of Whe youth de Lauzon agaiest the
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(1) The mo3t inportant English publications of e kind, are Bi.ac-
kio's Imperial Dictionary in two_volunics, and the celebmted Criticel
Dictionury ¢f Dr. Charles Richardson, in two volumea. The philological
and scientific copionsness and aceuracy of this Jatter work is as yet un-

approact d by any of its competitors.—Eo. Journal of Zducation.



