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REPORT 0F MISSION WVORK AT OA K LAXKE, MN-ANITOBA.

AvreR a very jleasant journey togetlier with other students frorn our
College, the incidents of which shall not soon be forgotten, your nuîssionlary
re-actied his field of labor on the iSîh of April. O.îk Lake field fornis part
of the vast extent of terriwory now occtîpied l>y the Presbytery of Brandon, and
is situnted oi, the line 6f the Canada llacific Railwav, about thirty-five miles
west of the town of Brandon, and 170 m-iles %west of Winnipeg. This was now
the third ycar since ils seuilemient by those who wvere to transforni it from a
hunting ground arnd qcene of trade iih the Indians to a farrning counmunity.

1'revious Zo iSS2 iliere 'vas but une white settler, now ail ]and available
for agriculture lias been taken up) and much of it brougbît undcr cultivation.
Notîvitlmîndingý- t hig, partly owing to the evii systeni which exists by -%vhich
speculators -ire cnabled to hold ]and tuntil hy the industry of the settlers it
becoines valuable, andi patlIy owing 10 ihe faci thait each s-effler can obtain, by
grant anîd Ipre-eînltiun,i a af section, or 3--0.acres, the resmit is that the setîlers,
are necessarily a considerable distance apari.

.t firsi sighî, one who h 's neyer befor. bcen on the prairie cannot but be
struck hiy the scarcily of buildings ind fe nees. On imany Norîh-West farmns
the buildings consist of a bouse or slizznty. and whant the new-corner naturaily
considers 10 be two or thrce stacks, of straw%. Tlicse latter, hiowever, the
stranger fisids on dloser inspection to con'ist of stables and granaries, covercd
by hecaps of liay or suraw tu prolt t frunu the rigors of Ille Ntoitll-\est wiier,
tunuber bcin'gas yct îuo expenIsivù Io allov Ille average settier to miake other
provision. Oak, Like, hrum wl;icli the field reccives its naine, is a body of
wvaler scven miles lo:sg by live ividi., zind lies about seven miles froni Oak
La-kw Siation. Forniecrly i-s banks were covorcdt wviîl zbu.tdancu of lairge oak
tituber ; iea-rl>' al] of this lms, liowever, dis.appea.red.

Mission wvork in thi-s Iicld was hegun in the irst y -ar of its seule et by
liiii» %ho now ncctlîpies Ille pa~sitim: oz l>resident of our Swd(ent%' Msinr
Societtty, and Ille l)copkl (if O.îk like Juive iul forgotten the zeal ;md carnest-
ness witli wvhich tueuir fir.îînsour pr<scîied his wt'rkaun t1i uen.

Tluing's have "eîyhngdsincc ilheti. At thant tinie Oàk Like %vaq tlie
tcriiiinus of the ÇC.P. R., aîîd consvqueiitly tiere woeuld bc toiîud -ziungl, ils
inhiabirants large n uîbers of uîavvi%:s e:upioyed iii the couusiructi,în cf tlue rail-
way, and nc etîer prsecttiîu fur hiones. Since tlhcnil le hune l:.t' been
cxtendcd t-i the Rockies, -indth le lent of ilue r.avvy and sctier lias beu lmovcd
far wvestwvard.

In %SS2 tlîis field c:x:cndcd so fir wvrit as t0 inchude Virden. Th'is
villagec lias noiv an ord.ineitd iiis.tiuuary, andi O.~ ake field liis becu r-cdticdc
in siz sodut your iiiissionary, in the past yeziT, found il 10 extcnd only sonie
lirîiy-five miles in lengilh, and vliyng iii widtih froin >ix t0 sixtecu miles

It bias beo said thaî Ille fm iriuîssion wurk wvas donc during due stiiiuunuer of
182 ; during the -vinlier thai fuilloiwed no services wvcrec hek. liolvvcr, Ille
riext sumnuiiier a uniissitunary who hand but recently couic from thc E icir.ld Isle
was ap)pinicd Io ivork hiere. When blis appointinunt had cxpired lie aga in
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