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APPROACHING SESSTION OF PARLIAMENT.

At length the Provincial Parliament is summoned to meet on
the 2nd of June, “ for despatch of business.” Almost the latest
moment to which the prorogation could possibly be extended will
have elapsed before the collective wisdom of the countty will be
assembled. This, we have had occasion in several numbers of
this pag 5 to shiew, is, under the pressing circumstances of our
cununerce, a serivus ¢vily and we morevier fear that at the in-
convement season of the year at which the Legislatare will meet,
it will be difficult to securo the full attendance of the members
for such a lenath of time as the adequate consideration of the
various impurtatt sulyects which must be Juid befure them wiil
tequire. Our appreiienstuus, howeser, may turn out to be un-
founded, and we sincerely hope that the mumistry will make
amends fur the protracted delay which they have interposed, by
the vigour and compichensiveness of e measures which they
will introduce at the ensuing Session.

That the next Session of the Provincial Parhiament is destined
to form an important cpoch in our history, scems now generally
o be admitted, aud the pablic eye, in capectation of great
events, 1s auxiously directed to the cvurse windh vur public men
may pursue on that occasion. The event will go far to prove
bow far our statesmen of all pasties are qualified for the position in
whicl both the constitution and the suffiages of the country have
picced them.  Ou them we may with tiuth say our destivics de-
pend : 12 s for then now to decide, whether, hedged round by
testrictions, our coimmerce is to continue in sickly and stunted
vegulation ; or whether, exposed to the bracing air of freedom,
the (ecblo sapling is to expand uutsl it becomes a miglty tree.

Although, protesiing as we must ever do against the unpardon-
able delay in the assembling of our Lugislature, we must admit
that enc Lenefit has sprung from it.  Our 2linistry have had full
oppuitunity Luth to mahe up their own miads and to ascerain
the senunents il opinions of the country. During the lust year—
especially within the Jast six months—all the prominent topics of
commercial legislation have been amply and freely discussed in
all theur Learings tluvugh the public juumals.  The luterest with

chich these discussions have been read 1s 2 significant index to
the ministry of the interest with which their procecdings will be
watched, and must convince them, we should imagine, that their
stabllity i office will, in a great measute, depend on their proving
themselves equal to the emergency.

That, on many of the subjects connected with Free Trade,
there is a considerable divergence of sentiment, cannot be de-
nied; but we apprehend that every Jdispassionate observer will
admit that thero is & growing bias towards it: a conviction that,

!lO\}'OVOr l?cnl or temporary circumstances may render difficult
its lmmedmte.ndopliun, its principles aro suund, and must ulti-
mately I.)revml. The bitterest opponents of Free Trade cannot
b}lt n(!mll that the whole spirit of the age is in its favor ; that its
victories aro extending on every hand; that antiquated systems,
which but recently were considered as the concentration of wis-
dom, are now viewed as the offspring of folly and ignorance ; and
ihat not only the nations which have ever been foremost in tho
work of reform, but even those which are most conservative in
character—whose maxim is, stare super antiquas vias—are, to &
greateror less extent, embodying the principles of Free Trade in
their commercial policy. Theso are facts that cannot be denicd,
nor can our statesmen lose sight of them without the most wilful
blindness.

We have frankly admitted thaton many of the details connected
with Free Trade, there is considerable difference of opinion ; but on
examination it will be found that that difference generally arises
from a desire in cach particular class to retain a protcction for itselfs
at the expense of the community. Selfishiess is the grand ob-
stacle which the Free-Traders have to encounter.  This is the rock
on which there is danger of the national ship foundering. It isto
counteract the influence wlich class inierests possess on the Legis-
lature, that a high degiee of public virtue in our statesmen will be
required ; and here is the main ground of our apprehension, There
are_but few men who, like the late premier of Great Britain, Sir
R Prrr, will immolate themselves at the altar of their country in
urder to sceure the triumph of any pasciple, however salutary.
Such a holocaust we can scarcely 1ok for amongst Canadian poli-
ticians Nor do we believe that such a sacrifice would be requisite ;
on the contrary, we are convinced thal the support of the majority
of the House of Assembly would casily be obtained for /iberal Frec-
Trade measares, if well digested and Zcalvusly advocated ; and we
are convinced that the statesmzan who shall be the vehicle of theic
introduction, will make for himself an enduring reputation, and
strengthen the political party with which he may be connected.
But there must be no half-mezsures—no tnmming o catch stray
soles—nu pandering to sectional or class inferests or prejudices.
The Differential Duties must be abolished in fofo: the Duty on
Foreign Wheat, and the Agricultural Duties, must be repealed
the full influence of our Legislature over the Imperial Government
must be invoked to obtain the rescinding of the restrictions on the
Navigation of the St. Lawrence, and the repeal—at least so far os
fugards us—of the British Navigation Laws: & Tariff of Taxation
must be framed, just in its principle, and equal in its pressure :
a Scale of "Lolls on the Canals must be adopted, with a view to en-
courage the transport both of foreign and colonial producis on vur
waters, 1 prclerence to those of the United States. the Usucy
Laws naust be sepealed, or at least so modified as to place moncy
in the same cafegory with other merchandise for mercantile pur-
poses: and such internal finprovements must be made as may be
requisite to give ful efficiency to those great public works, con-
structed ur constructing at the eapense of the counley, tu develope
itstesuaices,  These, with the measwies teading to make the com-
meice of the country ¢ {ree as the air we breathe,” must be passed
this session, if we are to reap the full advantages to arise from the
adoption ot our commercial system to our altered relations with the
mother country.

These vanvus and important subjects will of nccessity call for
more than ordinary asstduity on the part of the members of the
Legislatare, whom we would therefore, with all respect, address in
the words of Lord Chancellor Bacoy, to the Commons of England :

“ For the time, if our parliament was to be measured by the hour-
< glass, it 1s this 3 1n regard of the instant occasion flying away ir-
< recoverably. Therefore Tet your speeches in the house be the
¢ speeches of counsellors, and not of orators; let your committces
< tend to despatch, not to dispute, and so marshal the times as the
« Enblic business, especiatly the proper business of the parlianent,
+ be put first, and private bills be put last, as ime shall give leave
% or within the spaces of the public.”




