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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, 11t JULY, 1846,

MR. GLADSTONE'S DESPATCIL

The Despatch of the Colonial Secretary, which we insert in
another column, settles the question of Free Trade, as far as the
Colonics ure conceyned.  Henceforth, it will be useless for us to
expect any exclusive privileges in the British market. The last
hope of those who ¢lung to protection has been cast down, and
the field in which for the future we are toconduct our commercial
operations thrown plaitly open to our view. The Colonial Secre-
tary speaks out like a man who feels that it is necessary the truth
should be spoken. He meets the question boldly and fairly.
There is nothing like beating about the bush—no attempt to cajole
—no holding out of promises which are never likely to be re-
decmed. He tells us as plainly as we can well be told that we
must tto longer expect protection for our wheat and flour; and he
dves this, not in ignorance of the views and feelings which have
been expressed in the colony on the subject of Free Trade, but
with a full knowledge of them. At the time that Mr, Gladstone
wrote this hix last despateh, he was in possession not ouly of the
Address of the Assembly, but also of the official communication
from his Excellency Earl Catheart. He knew well the conse-
quences of @ farlure in the measures which himself and col-
leagues have proposed.  If he was 1o believe the representations
which had reached him, nothing less than the loss of the co-
fonies was to result fiom the adoption of the new policy.  Annex-
ation and repudiation had been paraded before bis eyes. Deprive
us of protection, and you deprive yourselves of our allegiance.
This had been told hun by the highest authority in the province.
The debt followed the sliding seale. Adopt Free Trade, *and
the general prosperity of the Province would be so materially ef-
fected as to reduce it=revenae detived from commerce, thus ren-
derimg it a possible case thut the guaraniee given fo the public creditor
would have to be revor ted to by them for their claims.”

Well, in the [iee of ol this, the Colonial Seeretary Lersists in
his opintons :—The Butish Government is not to be moved.  Her
Majesty®s advisers not only believe none of these things, but they
declare their opimon that the adoption of Free-Trade principles
will be absolutely beneficial to the country.  They look on the
commercial history of Canada, and they can detect nothing to sup-
port the assertions of those who prophieey the loss of trade and the

colonics in the withdrawal of protection. The facts, they discover,
are rather the other way.  The reduction of the duties by Sir Ro-

bert Peel’s tandi of 1812, far from ruining our trade, actually in- .

creased it. - Yot the same ontery was raised then as nowv.e Ruin
was prophesied, but rain did not come.  ‘The more timber and
flour there was evported, the more uses were found for it.  The
demand increased with the supply, and the importers, in spite of
their own anlicipations, wonhd not be rained.

As a mere matter of argument, then, Mr. Gladstone shows that
the position assumed by the protectionists in this colony cannot be
maintamed.  These parties proceed on the assumption that prices
wilt be so much teduced that the Canadian producer will net b
able to resort to British markets: but this is a fear in wnich the

Colonial Secrciary does not participate.  Ho relies on the rapid
growth of population to counteract the effects of Free Trade, and
points to the advantage ot a steady market, and the natural results
of competition, as more than compensating any danger to be “ap-
prehended.

[t cannot be denied, we think, that the Colonial Minister has
discharged this part of his duty with great ability, and that he has
offered arzuments which must have a powerful influence on the
community m tins province.  He bas satisfied, we trust, all who
had any doubt of the fact, thar the Mimstry at home have not
adoptc(z the new policy without well cousidering our interests,
and that they have not made up their minds (as some good folk
would have us suppose) to ““ got rid of the colonies.”

The style of Mr Gladstone s Despateh has been complained of
by some parties, who seem to think that a document of this nature
leaves no room for other than a dry relation of facts, and are half
inclined to scold the Colonial Secretary for having referred to
“ tradition ?” and “ resemblance in origin, laws, and manrners,” ag
a bond of connexion between the two countries.  We confess we
cannot at all see the force of such an cbjection.  We are of opinion
on the contrary, that Mr. Gladsone has done nothing more than
justice to the colonist in presuming on the existence of such feel-
ings, and experience a sensation of pride at finding him thus
addressing lumsell to the reason, common sense, and mtellizent
loyalty of Her Majesty’s American subjects, instead of appealing
to their cupidity aud passions. Those who complain of this know
very little of human nature. The world is not soverned altogether,
as they would have us believe, by the stiff rules of mithmetic, noy
is the colonial heart so constituted as to be incapable of appreciat-
ing a generous sentiment.  Mr, Gladstone might, it is bue, have
shown by the process of ealeulation that it was to our interest by
just sixpence a barrel to belong to Great Britain, and then, perhaps,
those who now abuse him would have eatolled him amazingly ;—
or he might have passed over the Address of the Assembly alto-
gether, as something not worthy his notice.  Either of these
courses might have been adopted, and either, it is probable, wounld
have been adopted a fow years ago; It the feelings of England
towards her Briush North American dependencies have undeigone
a marked change of kate :—~They ave no longer noisy children, to
be stilled with threats or cajoled with promises, but sturdy and
intellizent wmembers of her system, on whose wood common sense
and integrity she can relv. If, thetefore, the kinguage of the
Coloniul Secretary is not the severe, unsympathising lansuage of
a schoulmaster it is because the British Govermment feels that it
can really afford to speak to us in a different strain.

And now that the die is fairly cast, and we kuow what wanits
us, we trust we shall hear no more useless Jamentations, or fore-
bodings of evil, which, with the exercise of proper energy, will
neverarrive.  Let us seek, on the contrary, to avail ourselves of
the avowed disposition of the mother country to benefit our com-
meree. by cluming the removal of such restrictions as naturally
re-ulted from a state of protection, but which are altogether incom-
patble with the new position in which we are about to be placed.
The repeal of the navigation laws, and the removal of all dis-
eriminating dutics, are for us natural results of the Free Trade
system,  The effeet of these Acts is to confine the commered of
the Colony in its mast important features to the Mother Counutry,
and 1o close 2l fereizn markets to oiir iudustry.  Mr. Gladstone
has himself decla, d in 2 former despateh ..e desire of the Im-

" perial Government (o aender our trade as free as possible. It is
i'nposaible, therefore, that with proper repecse.itation on ot part,
these Acts will he maintacoed. It has been said of the navigation
Iew of Charles H, that it eantained @ pledze of the vttimate inde-
pendence of America, and it would not be diflicol to trace the
most fatal consequerces arising out of it.  But we founately live
in better times, and instead of having to maintain « strugele for
what we bold to be our just rights, we £ad the Government soing
before, and expressing i3 willingness to -concede them. I wil
be s, we feel assured, with the Acts referred to.  All who have
spoken and written on the side of Free Conamerce at home, viewad
this as a matter of course : none but a few protectionists like Lord
Ashburton ventured to deny it. Still we must nét remain silent,”
or show oursclves indifferent to our cwn interests.  We must
express our views on the sabject, and claim from the tiome
Government our fair instalment of the Free Trade measure, .«




