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TUE YEAUt 1891 î.N JAPAN

TILE ELECTIONS.

IJpon the dissolution of tho Diet a heated puliticzil canipaîgn began ut
Once. Iroland itself is not more passiou:Lte than Jupan. Murders and
Snobs 'were Inlany. The turbulent young men founid ready crmployinent
suid seeming iimmiun ity. In mnany of the provinces the authorities and thue
police were stranguly powLrless. IL is significant, that the mnajuitty of
those kilicd were of the opposition party, the govcrnment, adherents takingr
the load in violence. Tiiis is thought, t explain the apathy of the local
authorities. The governinent will bo strongcer in tho new Piet, but no one
ean foresce the course of ovonts. The wariings arc many that the political
world contatins soisrnic fores of unknown power.

TIIE ATTÂCK ON THE CZÂROWITCII.

The great earthqualze agitated Japan no more than did the attack upon
the Czarwitch. The assailant found no synipathizor, nover was the nation
more unaifinieus in sentiment. The attack was taken as an affront to, the
Emperor of Japan as truly, as to, the Czar. No Western people could
bave expremsd more plainly its detestation of the act of a half-crazed,
assassin. 'Yet hâa the deed somoethingr of excoptional ignificanco.

Beneath their soft and friendly manners the Japaneso toe often conceal
passons that only await opportunity to becomo deadly. 'Young men walk
the street with the mien of acholars ; thcy deliglit in books, poctry, and
fiowors, ana yetmu~L ready with dynamite or knife to destroy mon whose
opinions cross t.heir own ; and with dosperate bravery the assassin plans to
seal bis murder with his own blood, while tho populace witih indiscriini-
inating praise applauds the suicide as a hero. Self-destruction atones for
anv crime. Se 8tatesmen must surround thoniscives with gnards, and
public men are in constant danger of murderous assaults. Nowhiere ducs
lifo seein, on tho surface, more contented and sunny, aud nowhere is if.
thrown awav with such unconcoro. The spirit of old Japan romains
beutailh tho modern garb.

LICESSED PROSTITUTION.

Prostitution is licensed by the goverrunient, and sections of the towns
and ciis are given up to vice without concealment, or thouglit of shaumo.
Parents r-ll their daughtezs with the sanction of the authorities ana agents
travel Ihrough the province andi return with troops ot young girls. The
destruction caused by the great earthcjualze gave opportunity for titis traffic,
ana pricos ruled very low. At the railway stations agents fromn theso
establishinonts openly seek gus, :ana t'ho nevapapers display adveitise-
ments as a matter of course. The sentiment of the people begins to, show
s5umptorns of revoit. Yeais ago somo Cliristians began an agitation and
fornicd a society which is. alrexady large and iniluential. Itsmneinbership la
not confined to Christians. Iu *several provinces if. lias already attained its
ends. and even in Tokvo Ille ,j.versýe ilnjority diminislmc's year by year.


