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2 1S THERE TO BE A NEW DEFARIURE IN MISSIONS? [Jan,

scientific investigacidn——these, and a thousand other similar signals,

fly, like flags in the wind, to show both the direction and the rapidity .
of this social cyclone. W"hwe_’gverything else is moving as with
lightning pace, the cause of missions must yoke a sanctified enterprise

to its car or be hopelessly'left behind. God means that the church

shall quicken hér march, and catch up with the times. Why should

the world, the flesh and the devil monopolize all the enterprise of the

age? Because Christ said that the children of this world arein their
generation wiser than the ghildren of light, we are not to iufer that

he meant they showld be. It will no longer do to act and talk as
though we bad countless years and even centuries before us wherein

to evangelize this world. 'We have often said, what now we calmly

and deliberately repeat with emphasis, that with one tithe of the

< dash” and “ push” with which all worldly enterprises are carried
forward, the, thirty millions of Protestant church members now on

earth would not let ten years pass without belting the globe with ’
missionary effort and bearing the good tidings of the gospel to every
family of man! We yearn to see the church of God taka up this work
as though she felt that the time is short and eternity only is long; that;
millions of unsaved souls die every year, and a whole generation in
less than forty years; as though she saw that God has given her
opportunities and facilities that multiply her responsibilities a hundred
fold. There must be an apathy and lethargy that are next to criminal,
if the children of light stand still, or move sn slowly as to allow the
children of this world to outrun them in this race, and not ouly to
carry all modern inventions, but all modern devices for destroying
bodies and souls, into the regions beyond, ahead of the gospel-
message ! The Prince of Darkness is pushing his missions and pub-
lishing his megsng'e‘fnst enough, however sluggisi may be the
messengers of the Prince of Peace !

II. We mention next, as a sign of the times, the unparallcled
uprising of our young men and women. Nothing like this has been
seen before in the centuries of church history. It reminds the student
of the middle ages of the enthusiasm kindled by Peter the Hermit,
and has given to this movemen. the name of the *modern crusade.”

This uprising is by no means in a solitary quarter or a single
direction. It began nearly fifty years ago in the formation of that
first Young Men’s ClniStian Association in London, under George
Williams, whose seed was in itself after its kind, and which has so
rapidly multiplied that it now covers the earth with its shadow.
Countries that then were hopeless heathen and pagan are now dotted
over with these associations and sending native representatives to the
great international conventions. Before the Y.JLC.A. began to be,
young men, and especially young women, were comparativ: ly searce
awakened to activity in the service of Christ. The denominations




