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break frec from the little cap that seem-
ced too fragile to confine it, wvas damp witbi,
the dews of death. She ivas alone. For
the physician had just gone. and the
nurse 6îd Ieft the roomn to consuit ivitl
hlmn and Lydia's inotiier. licr wvhite
hands ivere crossed on lier bosoum ; lier
cycs were ciosed ; lier lips rnoved as if
in silent prayer.

lier brother, the fathet' of Leila Ada,
steped ligbtly into the roota, anîd laid
his )and lovingly on tbe y-oung sufierer's
head aud stroked hack the liait. tran lier
forehicad. lier cyes softly opened.
Folding bier arms arouuid hiîm foudiy, as
lie stooped to kiss bier sie'straiined him
to lier bosom, wvbile affeetionate tears
felu like ramn froîi lier oves.

C&How are you nowv, Lydlia V" said lber
brother. strivinpr to check the wvarmn tears.

léI shial die? I always knewvit. Now
1 arn quite sure oft h.

&God forbid! I can never let you go.
You mnust flot die P"

"R1-ush!1 dear Abrahani. The doctor
lias just iefc witlîniamma. '['ey tloughit
me asieep ; but 1 heard ail. There is
no hope whatever. lHe cati oîly give
me eaqe, and lengtlien iy lite for a little
whbile. ButIkiuew iL frouî the fîrst," Shef
pursued sadly.

ler brother eould answcer inothing.
le ioved Lydia so deariy, and to lose
ber wvas very dr-eadful. I-le wvould not
believe sticb a sorroiv eould menace liim.

",Oh 1 Abraham," she saidagain press-
ing li r, IlI wish 1 hiad riever been bora!
Dying is a horridtliî.

"cBut we must submnit to iL, Lydia. It
ia way tbrougli whiieli ive rnust pass to

.heaveti."
"1Ah! to hicaven! slîouldn't care

if I kno'v I Nvas going thiere direetly. l'
is îîot the pain of dyin_2 thiat 1 iinid. I
ýdon't mind that, worth speaking of-
.though 1 suffier a great deal sometimes-
,becauise it ivili cnd."

"éBut 1 believe 3'oI will go to hecaven,
,as soon as your spirit leaves us, Lydia.
I feel quite siire of that. If you shîould
,not ho takei tlîere, vhio of us ail could
hope for it ? Your liit' bas been enadre-

.I.y pure and hlîoy, as Goid commands."
"I have triod to serve HM and be

.good. O1.! if Messial i vould but corne
to set us riglit, and reign over us for ev-

-er! Why, lvby, Abrahîam. slîouid those
thîings i.hich are of the most importance
for us to ktuov, be the tnost secret and
iiiysteriotis! riéven to go to bell, as the
Rabbins 4ay, and be judgcd there ci even

months-Oh ! whîat sufFering! 1 calinot
hear it 1 And a4 Rtabbi Aibali said to
lus disciplete, 'How do I knlowv how I
muiy feel -wiile I arn tiiere ? May not the
agozîy arouse ne to rebellion, Cause Ille
to curse God, and thîus hob sfrc vr'

"For mv owîi part, I believo notbing
oftm kixd,> replied lier brother. I
believe tlic soul goes at once to bueavc--i."

"I arn so unhappy. 1 know tuot,%vîmat to
do," and slie tossed restlessiy. lé Lead
me out i tue sinow," she pursued in a
mnourruful voice titat ber brother sucrer
forgot, and (irectincr lier eyes to the
.%viiîtdow ; -1l tîinlz 1 slial foc! better in
thme cold P"

I-e tried to sootme lier. le 'vas not
very religions, and Judaism supplies focw
conifortable suggestions ; but lie sîîid the
best hoe could think of.

IOh !1" she cxciainied, Il it is very
beatitul ! very 1 But the rvaiity is
dreadful. le's of no use ta think tiiese
lovely tiuougbYIts about God, wvlieiu you
cantiot fceeI any rest îtisa:dn.
Sie ceased for a moument. Il Olt, this
fuver !-.my head !-do press niy bead !
-1 have burt myseif tlinikinga." And
ivitli a flood of tears slip buried clier lace
iii the wvhite piiiows. Just at this tirne
ber mother returned to thc u'oont.

IS1 eak to ber ; 1 cannot," said lier
brother.

"ilv own deairLvdia!" said lier niother,
bendingr over bier.

Sliwiy sue raised ber eyes and smnile-1.
"lMy swveet mamuma!1 1-Iow zood you aire!
1 arn "lad you have toume 1"

1-I wisli I could do somIething to make,
yvoui better."

"Oh()1, if vou could! " she said, quitkily.
But alier a moment slîe resuirned sadiy,
"lDeatlî would yet conue mît hast. 1 voui-
d1er any occtie bau h appy wlien they
kno'v thils."

"&My dear ! why will j'on kill us al
by excitiug yourself this way !. IL is
mv bellot that even now you iglît bc'
miade Nvehl again if you -%votild keep
quiet. Notiiing, Could dIo -%vorse tham
wvlat voit do. Give yourself calinly IIp
to Godl, and vou Nvil hu safe."

Olt ! mrnmna, I arn so veî'y unhappy
have patienc wvitli me."

.My dca u, you htave kzept the law, thue
Rabbis are fuiiimg and praying for~ you,
and rnaking vows for yonr sake; a,
special prayer wvil1 bc read lu seveini
synagogues. If you die, you iil cer-
tainly be taken toi heaven. I shuouidui't
be the least afiraid to die like you.>
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