ON THE INCORPORATION OF THY CHURCH.

forever as a body corporate, by virtue of
this act, shall be known and distinguished;
whichcertificate being duly acknowledged
or proved as aforesaid, shall be rccorﬁcd
by the Clerk of the Pcace forthe District,
in a book to be by ham provided as afore-
«aid ; and such trustees and their succes-
sors shall therefore, by virtue of this act,
be & body corporate by the name or title
expressed in such certificate.

2d That the trustees of cvery church
or congregation, hierein above mentioned,
and their successors, shall respectively
have and use a comnmon seal, and may re-
new and alter the samne at their pleasure,
and are hereby authorized and empowered
to take into their possession and custod
all the temporalities belonging to suc
church or congregation, w hether the same
consist of real or personal estate, and
whether the same shall have been given,
granted,or devised direcily to such churen
oF congregation, or to any other person or
persons for their use; and by their corpo-
rate name or title to sue and be sued in all
courts of Jaw or cquity, and to recover,
hold and enjoy all the debis, demands,
rights and privileges, and all churches,
chapels, scﬁool-huuscs, parsonages and
burying places, with the appurtcnances,
and all estate belonging tosuch church or
congregation, in whatsoever manner the
same may have been acquired,or 1n whose
name spever the same may be held, as ful-
ly and amply asif the right or title there-
to had originally been vested in the said
trustees ; and also to purchase and hold
other real and personal cstate, and to de-
vice, lease and improve the same, fur the
use of such church and congregation, or
for ather pious uses, so as the whole real
and personal estate of any such church or
congregation shall nol exceed the annual
value or income of one thousand pounds
currency ; and also to repair and alter
their churches and meeting houses, and to
erect others if necessary, and to erect
dwelling houses for the use of their min-
isters, ard school houses and other build-
ings tor the use of such church ur cungre-
sation ; and such frustees shall also have
power to make rules and orders for man-
aging the temporal affairs of such church
or congregation, and to disposc of all mo-
nies belonging thereto, and to regulate
and order the renting the pewsin their
churches and meeuing houses, and the per-
quisites for the breaking of the ground in
the cemetry or church yards, and in the
said churches and meeting houses for bu-
rying the dead, and all other matters relat-
ng tothe temporal concernsand revenues
of such church or congregation ; andto
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appoint a clerk and treasurer of their
board, and a collector to collect and re-
ceive the said rents and revenues, and 10
regulate the fees to be allowed to such
clerk, treasurer, and collector, and them
or cither of them to remove at pleasure,
and appoint others in their stead; and
such clerk shal! enter all rules and orders
made by such trustees, and payments or-
dered by them,in a book provided by them
for that purpose.

3d. That thetrustees first chosen, shall
continue 1 office for three years fromn the
day of their election, and immediately af-
ter such election the said trustees shall be
divided by lotintuthree classes, numbered
one, two, and three, and the scats of the
first class shall be vacated at the expira-
tion of the first year, of the members of
the second class at the expiration of the
second year, and ot the members of the
third class at the cxpiration of the third
year, to the end that ‘the third part of the
whole number of trustees, as nearly as
pussible, may be annually chosen ; and
the said trustees, or a majority of them
shall, at least one month before the expi-
ratwn of the office of any of thesaid trus-
tees, notify the sume in writingto the min-
ister, or in the case of hisdeath orabsence,
10 the elders, specifying the names of the
trastees whose tmes wilt expire, and the
said minister, or i case of lus death or
absence, one of the said elders shall, in
manner aforesaid, proceed to notify the
members of the said church, or congrega-
tion, of such vacancies, and appoint the
time and place for the clection of new
trustees to fill up the same, which clecuon
shall be held at least six days before such
vacancies shall happen, and all such sub-
sequent electiuns shall be beld and con-
ducted by the same persons, and n the
manner bereinafier direcied,and the result
thereof certified by them, and such cer-
tificate shall entitle the persons elected te.
act asirustees, and in case any trustee
shall dic or refuseto act, or remove within
the year, nolice thereof shali be given by
the trustees as afuresaid, and a new elec-
tion appointed and held, and another trus-
tee be elected in his stead, in manuner as
follows.

4th. That no person belonging to any
church or congregation, intended by this
act, shall be entitled 1o vole at any
election, until he shall have been a
stated attendant on Divine worship in tite
said church or congregation, at least ohe
year before such election, and shall have
contributed to the support of the said
church or congregation, according to the



