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appointed, as we could not tell, owing o the circum-idence of fitness in tho subject to whom the sacrament
stances in which Maliendra was placed, at what par-|was given, than we possessed in this case. May the
ticular time he could be present.  [ntimation was given| Lord God follow, whaut his sinful aud unworthy servants
to me four or five days nzo, that his relations all knew | have done, with his gracious blessing, and avert all the
that he had been coming to me from timo to time, and |ditliculties which the hatred and revenge of the enemics
that they had derermined to confine Lim mote clusely, of the blessed Saviour may be tempted by Satan to stir
and place another person to watch him.  As the intimu- {up.
tion came from a source which left no doubt as to the| ¢ Mahendra’s father, who is a man considerably ad-
intentions of his relations, 1 did not expect to see him [vanced in life, having understood that his son was ut my
for many days, and felt that nothing could be done by us [house, cane about four o’clock of the day on which Ma.
in his bebalfy save to presest our supplications and car- fhendra bt Lis house, nad used all the persuasion ho
nest prayers to the Alm:ghty Father, that he might pro- | could, to induce las sun to go Lome with him, and I
tect und detend the lad from the enemivs of his'soul.— ! told him of course, that T was not detsining the lad, of
L'o my agreeable disappointment, he came in on Frie,whidh, indeed, Lie was perfeetly couvinced.  lle could
day, just after breakfust, and alter some conversation,  not prevail then, and 1eturned several times the samo
declared hiis firm pwipuse of not 1etaruing 1o bis futaes’s afternoon, accompanied by othier persous, but was equal-
house, and his carncst desite o teceive baptism, when- | ly unsuccessful.  The father allowed, in speaking with
-ever it should appear proper and comvenivnt. Thelhis son, that he was upwards of sixteen. e allowed
treatment which he dreaded, made him resolve not w | the same thing te me also, but thut he was of opinion
veturn; at the same time, when the probable results, [ that sisteen years cight months was the period ot mas
that might follow his baptism, were laid before him, {joity. T suppose that he has found out his mistake,
such as his futher’s gewting possession of his person, by [fur he now maintains that the age is only fifteen years
making. or getting made, false statements vegarding his fand some mowhs,  The father returned the morning
age, he announced hs willingness to sufler anythiog [after the baptism, accompanied by his brother-in law —
which his baptism might bring upon bim - But he had | They were mformed that Mahendra Lad been baptized,
o strong impression that, shouid he not be baptized that]and, 1o appemance, were far more unmoved by the inv
day, and again veturn to Lis father, a future opportumty [ telligence than I had espected.  Notwithstunding of
might not return soon ov at all. e also had reasons Jtheir being aware of what had taken place, they still
for supposing that his relations woulld give Lim no far- fcontinued to solicit him tv go, promising to_allow him
ther trouble, when they should knuw that he bad veally fall the hberty which he chose.  He could not trust
submitted to the mitiatory rite of the cliristian cliurclt [ them, nor did e bave any desive to accompany them,
*¢ All these circumstances had weight with our minds. although he had known their words to be true.  His
When Mr. Macdonald arvived at the institctiun, the jfather stiil continues to urge him to return, but we have
whole subject was considered ancw, and we felt our-{various clear proofs of his sciupling not to sacrifice
selves shut up to the conclusion that we would be doing { truth, with o view to gain his end ; so that the son is
wrong in delaying to give baptism to one whom we re-|led to put no confidence in the father’s professions. I
garded as a true believer, when the administration of it{do not lock upon the age as being of any iaportance, so
was so cagerly desired by him, and nothing appeared | far as the baptism is concerned § for surely a youth at
against the performance of the solemn iite, but a prob-|fourtcen or fificen may be as competent to receive tho
ability of ulterior consequences, which the Almighty [truths of religion and to become a member of the church
could easily avert, if it scemed to him good. We|as one at sixteen. But the age is of very great impor-
however, felt the propriety of laying the matter befote |tance so far as the power of the futher s coneerned 5
our brethren of the Kirk, and of giving all due weight | for, if by false or fair means, the father can make out in
to their opinion upon a case, in many respects so impor- | court, that his son is under sixtcen years ¢f age, we can
tant. I consulted with Mv. Charles, and found that bis | no longer protect him. I believe him to be upwards of
opinion was rather for delaying a short time, than by |sixicen, but it is extremely difficult to get proof which
administering baptism on thut very day, to give cause|would be sufficient to overthrow the statements whicha
for any uppearance of precipitancy : at the same time he | futher may have itin his power to bring forward, The
declared his willingness to be present that evening, and | principal evidence will be the kuskii or horoscope,
countenance the proceeding, stould Mr Macdonald and } which the father may, for aught we know, get forged to
myself feel persuaded of the propriety of administering j answer his end.  The only subject of my anxiety, then,
the ordinance that day. I had nottume 10 call on Mr. [ is about the father’s having it in his power to get his
Meiklejohn then, My colleague and myself, having son back again.  For Mabendia this would Ve a calami-
again viewed the whole circumstances of the case, aud . tous circumstance, and I pray carnestly to God, that if
having conversed again with Mablendra, did not feel any plans are forming to get him back,- through Divine
ourselves at liberty to hesitate any longer.  Intimation|wisdom they may be defeated. I will not be able to
of this was accordingly conveyed to the chaplains, who put you in possession of the circumstances that may en-
both came oat here in the evening ; had a conversation | sue, until the nest overland mail,—X fear that this leiter
with the lad—were perfecily satisfied withthe clearness is already o day toolate.  Then I shall, d. v., put you
of his views, and the dicision of his mind, and the snc-iin possession of all that occurs, of all the various mach-
rament of baptism was thereafter administered ;~—DMr. inations to which his enemies may have recourse, agrinst
Meiklgjohn commencing the service with prayer, and our young and amiuble fricnd. May we be enabled 10
Mr. Charles offering up the prayer immediately follow- overcome the fear of man which worketh a snare, and
ing the baptism, to put our trust in God that we'may be safe.”—Gencral
“ 1 do not know that we could have desired more ev-| Assemdly's Home and Foreign Missionary Record.




