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is superadided to prompt to tho discharge of that
duty, and is one of thoso admirable provisions,
which the great aunthor of nature hag inade te bind
Ius children together, and to mike us aid-
ing and assisting one to another, So it iy wi.h the
otlicr impiressions aml emotions of which we are
susceptible.  Back is desizned and fitted to stim
ulate to some desired aml useful course of ac-
tion,

Now the first of the wontal laws, to which
we wish now to call your attention, respects those
emotions—passive cmotions, observe, in which the
mind does not act, hat is acteld on and it is this,
that the oftner they are repoated, they grow weak
ery or in other words,it is the tendency of emotions
to be feltless acutely, the oftner they are called
forth, ‘That this is really a law of onr meutal ua-
ture no one can deny. Qurowan experiense readily
testifies to it.  We all kisow that ciotions eatled
forth by ar > objact or s2e a2 oreive instanzes, grad -
wally weaken as with thesa, we breme fuanliar,
The landscape viewel for the hunlredth time,
though still as lov:'y as ever, gives not to us, the
same vivid and steang impression of its exceed.
ing beauty,ns when, inall the charms in which na.
ture had adorned it,it first burst upon onr view, It
is not in the power of any moral consideritions,tn
continue from day to day to excite withu us the
samestrength and vividness of emotion, which they
at fiest produced; and if we arefrom day to day wit-
nessing scenes of distress, they cease to excite the
same intensity of feeling, the same vivid cmotion
of pity or sympathy whicli they at first called furth,
So it is with other feelings. By repetition, their
acuteness diminishes. It isin keeping with this
Jaw of our mental nature, that when you introduce
a physician into some scene of affliction, where he
finds his patient suflering, it may be, exeruciating
pain, or apparently in the agonies of death, the
gcene does not prodace the same excitemant of feel-
ing in him, which it would do in another man. You
do not expect from him those expressions of deep
emotion which you would expeet from other men.
And you know, that while another man would per-
haps saffer much uader the uneasy feeling pro-
duced by witnessing such a scene of distress, and
the remembdrance of it would hannt him for days
to disturp and to sadden him, he will return from
it,to his ordinary avoecations, withont concern,
and his ordinary habuts of thought and fecling be
scarcely if at all disturbed. Fhe physicianis not
naturally less suscepiibie of sympathetic impres-
sions than other man.  But by the frequent repe
tition of them, to which his profession necessaiily
exposes him, they have becoma weaker. So itis
with the soldier and the sailor,  In his handredth
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battle tha solder may not be in less danger, than
in the first ; but his impression of dangers, is
arcatly less vivide In the hundredth storm to
which his frail bark lias beon exposed on the tem.
pestuous oceau, the sailor may-be in as great dan.
ger as in the first which awakened his fears ; but
his apprehension of dauger is by no moans so great,
‘T'he law, in short is universal-—emotion, becomes
by repetition weakerand weaker, And the law is
analterable. Wehave no power to changeit. [t is
as steady in its operation as are the laws by which
the courses of the heavenly badies are regulated.
NBw of this law there is one directly beneficial
consequence, It renders the mind more composed
and more indepeundent, than it couldotherwise have
been, 'The continnance of the emotions which any
circumstances produce,—the continuanco of these
cwotions, ag vividly as the first time the circum.
stances presented themselves, cvery time they ap.
pear, would keep the mind in a continual ferment;
would render it ever the sport of external influ-
ences ;—and would be totally inconsistent with
that sane and sober state of mim:l, which is neces-
sary for the due discharge of the duties ofiife,
Did the emtion of horror at sights of severe bodily
distress continne equally strong in the physician,
throughout life, as when he begun to witness these
sights, or did the feelings of sympathy continuc
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equally vivid or painfal, he wonld be rendercd un. ;%

fit for, as he would be ren:lered miserable in, the
performance of these duties, to which his pro.
fession necessarily leads him, 8o ia other ca-
ses the continuance of the emotionin its original
sirength would be really injurious.

Rat, the question readily oceurs, if the suscepti-
bility of the emntion was given to lead toa desired
coursg of action, and if the strength of the emotion
diminishes by repetition, must it not follow that the
desired action will cense to be performed—that the
course of conduct wul cease to be persisted in,to
lead to which the susceptibility of emotion was giv-
en and the emotion called forth, Such we might
suppose would bo the cffect of the gradual dimi-
aution in the intensity of the fecling, But such
we certainly know is not necessarily the effect
of that diminution, Take for instance the case of
medical men, to which we have alrendy alluded,
whose feclings ofpity or sympathyare,as yon might
say,blunted,by their frequent familiarity with scencs
of distress. Are they less actively benevolent, be-
causc of this blunting of the feelings? Why, itis
but paying them a compliment which we think
they fairly deserve, to say that, speaking of
the profession gencrally, they are of all men in the
cammunity the most actively benevolent. They
will take most trouble and put themsslves to most




