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di]e plac.iing, of thre relations between
thec parent state and its great (le-
penidezicy umn a basis wvliclî will
streng-then the empire and at the
saile tiniie -ive Canada even a
higher position in the couincils of
the imperial state.

The fedleration of the ernpir-, in
the full sense of the terni mna be
considered by sonme practical poli-

tlsa a iere political phiantasmr,
îîever livelv to corne out in a tan-
gible forrn f roni the clouds wvhere
it %vas lonig concealed; and vet whoi-

asia i'nd Sotht .\frica discussed
wvitli Canadian rel)rescntatives ques-
tions affecting the emipire at large,
flot a w'ord wvas sai(l on the subjeet
of Imîperia] Federatiun. Imperial
clcfence Nv'as liot eveni consiclered;
but, despite this studied neglect of
a sehierne wluich. more than once,
had been eloqueiitly iir,ýed by sev-
eral rep)resentatives-e ,pecia1ly 1w
Mr. Foster, then Finance MNinister
of Canada-it is probable thiat tliiý
convention xvould neyer have met
were it not for the efforts of enthu-
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can doubt that out of the grand
conception, w'hich first originated in
t'li brain of Franklin and Otis,
statesnien mnay yet evolve some
s;cheme that will render tlie empire
secure froni the dangers which
arise froni continuai isolation, and
fromn the growth of peculiar and
distinct interests, that naturally re-
suit from tlue g2ograplîicai. situation
of conumunities so widely separated
from ecd oflier throughout the
world ?

At the Ottawa Conference of
1 894, when delegates fromn Austral-

siastic supporters of the movemient
for sonie years back to create a
dleeper interest in colonial affairs
and Iiiperial connection. At the
Conference commiierciail qu estions
ai)sorbed tlie attention of the dele-
gIates, and perhiaps somne historical
studenits miay recali the fact that
consi(lerations of tra(le and finance
le(1 to the famnous convention that
created '*a more perfect union " ii
1787 for flie Amrerican States pre-
viously houind toogetlîer iy a loose
con fe:Ieration.

Some strongr reasons niay be
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