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My 8tl. LUKE IV . I-24.

Golden Text, Luke fS: zS>.

% N this incomparable parable God is reprcsented
as the Father of ail mankind, rich in merqy

to ail who cal1 upon Him. In last lesson the
Saviour is represer'ted as seeking sinners. In this,
15 seen the sinner seeking the Saviour, and the suc-
cessive steps by wvhich lic is brougbt to repentance.
The tvo sons stand for the twd classes to wliom
Jesus spoke- the publicans and the pharisees. Both
are seesh. In the one case the resuit is discon-
tentmnent, alienation from, parental love, moral de-
gradation ; in the other, ingratitude, envy, and
jealousy. The drift of the parable is to sliew tue
raturai depravity of the human lieart, and that the

1,grce ofl God extends to sinners oiî'every degree.
'V. 12 Give me the tori-n ne-third uf the câtate
would faîl to the younger, tnu-thirds to the eider
on the death of the father. But hc mnust have it
now. H-e fancies lie can manage it better. Ili
many Young men has thisjatuq' mmcnd ! The father
gives hlm wvhat he asks in order that lie may leara
his iolly. Vs. 13, 14. A4 far counftry-indepen-
dence of God is soon folloived by derue frora
God. The world is the fair country in which the
tngody vainly seek bappiness in the pleasures of
sin. Wasted-squandered bis nloney, lest his self-
respect. Began Io be in want-The sinner must
6rst be emptied of self before he can receive Christ.
V. 15, 16. Yoined himself-in dispair hired him-
self as a slave, John 8 -34. To fid .rwine-To a
Jew this would be a striking image of the incon-
ceivable wretchedncss; into which sin drags a man
dowvn-for the hog %vas held in utter abomination,
Lev. Il : 7-8. 7hze hzisks-tbe pods of the locust-
tree, or carob, swvine's food, thougli eattn also by
the poorest classes. Contrast this with the dainties
of bis fathers " sumptuous " board. Many, like
this prodigal, hanker for that whicli fllr, but does
flot satisfy, Isa. 55:. 2. V. 17 ; 18. Came to /dmself-
lie regains his reason, Dan. 4 ; 34-37 ; lias thouglits
about Home. .1 zl aiise-The change has corne
at last; he is convinced of his folly ; lie wvill confess
bs sin, to his father. This will every penitent du.
V. 20. fr arose and came- trusting in bis father'%
love. That is conversiqn - wlien the siuiner turns
from his evil %va??s and seirs God. Wha itr
is bere of God s willingness to bereocedo
-sinners 1 2 Pet. 3 :9. Ephes. 2 - 13-17. VS. 21, 22.
lhave sinned-Ps. 51:,1. Luke 18 : 13 More lie

would bave raid but father says,-"« it is enough,"
thougli not uoorthy to be called my son thou art re-
ceived as sucli. The kest robe-in token of restera-
tdon to son-ship ;ring and çhoesr, to sheur that lie is
a free man again. V. 24 Was dead-sin is moral
death, Ephes. 2 : i. Saivation is moral resurrec-
tion, Ephes 5 : 14. To live away frora Cod is to
be lost to ail good influences. The lesson is ini-
complete without reference to the churlish conduct
4i the eider brother-Tlie contrast teacig us that
God regards %vith unspealcably greater favour sin-
cerepenitence.than seilf.righteous forznality.
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MNAY i5tli. LuKE XVI; 19-31.

Golden Text : Prou,. r4~ :3.

H'LE PARABLE of the unjutt stewvard in the
beginning of tliis chapter, addressed to the
publicanb who seenied tu have believed on

Jesus, contained a rebuke againbt unfaitlifulness-
to which their calling peculiaily exposed theni.
This, spoken to the Pharisees, ý%vho derided his
ieaching, she-% s themn the terrible danger of the/r
besetting sin- Czoosness. V. i9. A certain
richi ma:- a representative of their own class.
Clothed lu .purp/e-tlie miment of princes, which
only wealth can buy, is described in striking con-
trast to tlie men rags of a certain beggar. Fared
slymptuous'-expeasively : had every thing that
beart could wish for. Loai-us, or 4 "Eliazar, whoma
God help. " Was laid-as many other objects of
cliarity %vere, at the pon.als of tlie rkch. H-ere he
lay be lem, day after day, a sulent reproacli to the
niggar ilincs,,ý of the gran3ce. Desiring Io befed-
The inftrence from the seqjuel is that he got very
fea' "crinmbb" and no comnpabsion. Even the
d., g % hu FLked li; bort.. liad more the appearance
of kindness than Divc-s, thougli their unclean
tongues would intensify the bufferings of Lazaxs.
V. 22. Both died, Eccles. 9 :2, 3. Heb. 9 Z:27.
Each went Io bis own place in If ndes, ACtS 1:.25,
wvhere tbe contrnst ia their conditions is still greater
than upon enrth, Their positions are quite re-
versed. Abrahamsr bosom-paradise, Matt. 8: xi :
Luke 23; 43. Dives wns buried as gorgeously as
he lad lived . Lazarus' fanerai was too nican to be
mentioned. V. 23. In ffell-the place o! depnrted
spirits. Le'fed ap hi; e'es-o.s frora the iowest
deptbs of the pit. Seec/k Abraham and Lazarus.
To see the beggnr there aggravnted his 'ni Sery,Cli.
13 .28- V. 24. Father Abrahami-unava 1n np.
peal to ancestral relntionship 1 ch. 3 -8. John 8:39.
Have mercy on me -HIe that had no mercy on
Lazarus now begs for niercy, James 2; 13. Cool
ip toite-I dos not ask to be taken theace.
H-e utterly dispairs of thal; besidesq, beaven woui4
be a bell to hlm ; le could not etijoy it. A de-op
of water-the smailest alleviation of the dreadfui
toraient is ail lie asks for. He had sinaed with
bis tongue, in his tongue lie is tormented, James
3 z6-1o. V. 25 Son-a stinging acknowledgement
of the claimed reiationship, V. 24. Remember-
mnoiy does not die. lXyË.ood things-wbat vou
couated good, You got, and so have had your re-
%vard, Matt. 6 ; 2. By the srme Law Lazarus now
enj,,yvs his reward The seeming paradox of the
afflictions o! the rigliteous is thus explnined in the
readlustment that takes place niter deatb. V. 26.
A greatguephfixed. Restorationisai and annihila-
tionism are pronounced equally falîncious, Ecc1es.
9:-.5 and 11 Z.3 ; Matt 25 :46. V. 27-31. .Sendt
hlmi, &c.-a virtual reproacli ngninst God, as much
as to say tInt lie 1umse! liad flot been sufflcieatly
wnrned, but Abrahama reminds him tbnt both le
and lis fi-iends bad sinned agninst liglit and privi-
lege, John 5 :43-47. Acts 15 .21. One IAzarus
did rise from the dead, yet the %vituesses o! lis re.
surrection did flot repent, John 12 - 10- 11.


