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position after it is accomplished. They are
now, therefore, bringing about changes
rapidly, to tell to their advantage if there
should be a union, to remain as substantial
gaing shonld there not. Among these
changes one has been managed, quietly and
apparently unnoticed, that, namely, of
dividing up the districts of the Schoo! In-
spectors in the Protestant parts of Lower
Canada, and making new districts for
Roman Catholic Inspectors, although we
are told authoritativeiy that in the School
Law no such thing as Roman Cutholic or
Protestant is named.

Why should this be done at this par-
ticular time? Have any complaints been
made of unfairness on the part of the
original superintendents ? Was there even
the pretext made that the size of the dis-
tricts was too large for effectnal supervision ?
There have been no such complaints, there
has been no such pretext but boldly, openly
and undisguisedly Roman Cutholic Inspee-
tors have been appointed to inspect Rman
Catholic Schools, although * no such thing
as Catholic or Protestant Schools is men-
tioned” in the School Act. Already four
of these new appointments * bave been
made. On thc death or removal of the
present Common School Inspectors, will
their places be filled up, or will the Superin-
tendent, seized with an access of economy,
not decide it to be cxpedient to fall back
upon the old divisions, and, there being no
meation in the act of Catholic or Protes-
tant, retain in their office the new men who
have been appointed as exclusively Ranin
Catholic Inspectors. Even in Catliniic
countries this state of things has been put
an end to. France has taken away from
the clerzy the power which they arrogated ;
and [taly, in her contest for freedom, passed
in 1848 2 law which still exists, by which
public instruction was pliced under the
Secretary of State, assisted by an adwinis
trative council, religious interests being
otherwise provided for. It is wel,, perhaps,
that we should feel the full extent of the
power of the priesthood, which has been
allowed to grow up unchecked. Then only
<an we hope to see united actian. At pre-
sent, the priesthood are gliding smoothly
on, like the Alpine wravellers carried onward
by the wreath of snow, amused at the
apparcntly  harmless  turmoil going on
around them. Buat let a check come, sufhi-
cicnt th arrest the onward progress. and the
eontinued pressure, forcing into one solid
mass, he hitherto loose and unconnected
fragments, will, with irresistible pressure
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crush to atoms those who had hitherto
laughed at its yielding softness.

For this question is but one branch of
the much larger and wider question of the
ever growing power of the Romish priest-
hood in Canada, and the political domi-
nation which it aspires to obtain. Itis not
among non-catholics alone that the pressure
i85 being felt. The French Canadian
Catholics themselves are  flying from the
oppression which they are svffering, and
there is not a French Canadian paper
published which does not lament over the
continued emigration from Lower Canada
of thousands of her sons. Yet they appear
blind to the reason of this emigration. The
emigrants themselves can tell and make no
hesitation in stating their ressons for
abandoning 2 country to which they are,
y O rather to which they would be attached,
; but for the utter impussibility of. earning
enough for themsclves, satisfying the rapa-
city of the pricsthood, and, in new scttle-
ments, paying the instulments on their
land. The flizht is not confined to one
part of the country. From the old settled
y farwing districts, from the new setilements,
| the same accounts cowe. The paruchidd
systewm, really and truly making the
Rowish Church the Established Charch of
Canada, has been exiended in all directions
throughout what was formerly the Prutes-
tant portion of Lower C nada, and not a
sessivn of parliament passes without fresh
parochial divisions beiny made. Protes
t:nts look on and ask: Why should we
interfere? Have we any right to place
any restriction on the ecclesiastical arrange-
ments of that church with its owa
perpic? If they have any reison to com-
plain, they will duubtless do so. It is
entirely a question of religion, and here,
at least, all relizions are free. Batis it
indeed, a relizivus question?  Are there
not the most important civil rizhts involv-
ed, rights affectiny the whole country, and
every individaal in it, Protestant and
Catholic. The property of Protestants is
systematically confiscated to suppost this
monstrous foreign corpor..tion, not in
name, but as directly as if it were openly
stated. By the parochial systewm, under
the present Jaw, so snon as a2 new parish
has been created, it is comp.tent to pruvide
for the building of a Church, Rectory, &e.
The bailding beinz determined upon, with
the approval of the Comuissinners, a pro-
cess of répartitiom is entercd, the cffict of
which is to tax cvery proprictor in the
parish belonging to the Ruwan Catholie




