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ocoaslon was prepared in excelleat siyle by ihe Ladies,
and bd pang spared to rénder the énlestalnmant agrea.
abla a1 wull e wnterenting, At 8 o'clock, Capt. Juseph
Haycock, one of the Church Wardens, iy requent,
took the chalr, and sxplainsd the abject of the mest-
ing ; after which appropriste speeches were delivered
by Dercon Cogging, Capt. G. D. Potter, and othors.
Tho greatsst harntony was obiserved dutlng the even.
ing, and 1 beliave tha result wae fully equsl to ths en-
tigipation« of all parties. The suin 3ollectel amounted
w0 £20 6 b

Those Ladise wh. waro instrumental in eflecting
this praiseworthy objec. have certainly given a deci-
stve proof of thair zeal i promoting the interests of
tho Chorchi s and muoh crudit is duo to thoss belong.
ing to othar denominations, who very kindly and tibe-
tally gave their assisiance.

Waestport, 201h March, 1836,
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G. Muxno.

Bir :

terowith I forward to you for publication the logal
opinions of Hon. J. V. Jobnston and S. D, Fairbanks,
Esq., as £ tho right of the Rector to taku the Clair at
tho Parish Meoting on Easter Manday, and st all other
Parish msatings; which opinions wura offered to tho
adjournsld mecting on Frilay, tho 28ih ult, by the
Roctor, but were not perniitted to bo read,

Iam. your obit. rerve.
Roprenr WiLits, Rector.

Mr. Wo. Gossip, Church Tunesa Oflice.

Rev'p. Stu,

In roply to tho osse submitted for my consideration,
1 am of opinion tha the Ractor of St. Paul’s Cuurch
in Hlfax, Liad a right to preside al tho Annual Meet-
tng huld on the 21ty March Jage, as wadent to lis
office, and resulting from veago in this Provinco, and
the undurstosd law in England,

Ths right is steengthened, T 1hink, by analogr, by
the Proving:al logislation from an eatly period to the
preseat tiue 3 and is 1 no way weakened by the 50th
Chapter of 1o Reviced Statutes,

It sxtends to all meatings of the Church Wardens
and Vestry 3 and 1 think 1ho exclusion of the Rector,
and the substitution of & Chaurrman in hir stead, whan
he is present and reconstrating, will rundcr the pro-
uln:edit;us of 3 parochial meeting, so presded over,
wiegal.

N J.W. JonxsTox,

Halifax, March 28:b, 1856.

To the ILov. the Rector of 8t. Paul’s Parish, Ilifax.

Opinion of Mr. Fairbanks as to the right of the Rector
to preside at Parish Meztings :

Tho same principles which hive coverned she deci-
sinny in England respecting the right of a Rector or
Vicar, when prasent, 20 tike tho Chair at a Pazish
Meating, aro alike appligable to rimilar aseemsblivs in
this Province. *

Thero exists no Act of Parliament which creates
this Right; but in Eoglaad it is an ancient and estab-
lished usayg j—~as such, it bas heen recocnized by the
Courts of Justive, ecclesiastical anid temporal, anl the
Rule given in Burny' Ecclesiastical Law—Title Vestry,
is considercd good authority.

Bdens laye down this Rule as foilows :—% Anciently,
at tbe Common Law, every Parushioner who paid vo
tho Church Rates, -or scot and lot, bad a sight to
coms to these meutivgs; but this must oot be under-
staod of the minister, who hath a special duty incum-
beat on himn in this matter, sud must bo responsiblo to
the Bishop for his care herein, and therefors in every
Pasish meeting ke presides for the regulating and di-
recting tbis ag‘l;i'r. and this equally bLolds whethur ko
46 Rectot or Vicar.”

Thd case-of tha Rev. Mr. Wilson vs. McMath, in 34
JPhillimora 67, fully.sdstains tho samo doetrine. This
was p-progeding ingtituted in an Ecclusiasucal Court

s3uidit-Deféndant for disturhing the Rector in the die

efiargs df-his duties as Chairman of the Vetry, and
asamidg ibatoffice. Sir Jobn Nicholl,in pronounce
ing judgment, :eaye, * Lhe case’ may be sad tobea
+* new one, s, (ar an regards any express Law: there i
** 8o Salule—na Cangn—ng reporied Judgment, enther
« exprasdf aflirming or denyiog the Right—it never-
¢* theleds m3y ex«et a3 a part of the Common Law of
s thp Lind, which is as mouch binding on the Eecleiias-
= tical ws"tha ‘Lemporal Coarts.—Tbho fact of general
 gizge: (or the.minuter to preside isviotorions ;—it bas
*¢ mot been denied in argoment.  Now, such an usape,
-« anlaa absutidior improper, I-take to found s Catimon
¢ Lo Right—11n 4dde, “be authority of Buing, as
s arde'it does, 'in dirsét and exprera—it 1s not indeed
* g an adjuclzed easeor a.Canoo, but it is the undes
standing of a.learhed perong iouell flling a2 Jadi-
 gipl pituation” A Prolubinon having been muved
for inia;Cominop Liw Caure, was.averruled—Bavley
1, in delivering bie opinion, aage,  The Reclor wis
eslitle'fo acf uv Chalritin =Vid. 3 B & A, 244"

* The Qiaen vs. D'Oylev, 12 Ad. &.Bilis, involved
& simitar tfgestion. Lord Danmsn says—~ Th vproper
Paca for she Eloction of Wardene 1 tome conventent
wacs within (he precincts of ghe Charch, and the. Itec
sor 5i°llis propéer péridn (o preside as of Common Right,
an as'owging the Peeligli of tlo Church” He far-
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ther obsarves,— It Is urged that the Rector ought not
£o presids becausn hohas tha nomination of one Churche
warden, and as Chaitman he woull have a casting
vote, which might anable lim indireotly to nominate a
second ¢ but 1t s olear that ws 8 Parsbionce he might
give a voro deciiling the nomination. IF it bo ineone
vanient that he shioull have the pawer in question, the
Legislature should Aave provided aguinstit ; but this Aes
not been done.”

8uck s the Law of England with respect to the
Rght ot the Revtor to oscupy the Chalr at Parish
meetinge, 1 ean discover nothing oithur in the Y.
tute Law or tha customary ussge at Parochial mote
inge 1 the Coluny to vary that Right hare.

Amony the Constltutions adopted by the 8:ttlers in
Notth America in the time of Charlea thy First, we
flndd that & minister wae always to preside in the mect.
inge of each Paviah, ‘This practics, correspontding with
that of England, no doubt, was followed at the eatly
Settlement of other Colonies a1 a propar and ertsd-
lished guide. It ia nos contended, I believo, that thers
hus ever boen a deviavon from It in the Parish of St
Paul’s; my own exporience test flvs to tho Invariable
ooscevance of this practive in other Parithes.

Tho Act which defines tha limith of the Parish of
St Paut's, giving power (o chouso the novessary offi-
cers 1o manage ity affuirs, agserd in 1769--nearly &
contuey ago. DBy the Act the flector is requued to
give notice of the timie anid placo of eoting, ibus giving.
to him a prominent offica 3 the Act ilsell, ‘Lhia Act
i# silent as 10 the Channan | it glves no difection as to
the mode of organeng the meeting. The reason 19
obvious—1ho very nature of bis title aud offica pointed
ont ihe Recior as tho propor poisan to preside over

his Pa-1.hioners in matters connected with the Church, |

and thore was awg ls precedent for their guidanze—
it 13 evident that being unresteained by Statute Law
a uaso was established, which bas boea mawmtained

|| nver siuce the passing of the Parish Act,

A usage which dates as far bank asa contury—being
nenther abiurd or improper—cannot in my opinion bo
ovesturied excrpt by express enaciment,

‘The new Act, Chap. 50 Revised Statutes, does not
mteefere with thie Right—it rattor establishes it. The
L-gilature, as Loid Denman obeerves, should have
provided agamst it, if thy powor was improper ; but it
has nat done so; the usage is left to its operation.
Whibst the Act is an amendmont of tho former in
many particulars, it docs not 1estrain the urage, even
by imphication, much less by oxpress words—wbich
nffonts the reasonable inference, tuat no interforenco
was< intenited.

I amn of opinion, therefore, that the Rector of St.
Paul’s bas a Rgkt to occupy the Chair at all Pa.
rochial meetings.  In case of bis ahsence,—or bes
ing preeent Lo declines to exerciso bis Right—the
Parishionare, at thele genaral meetings, or the Wardons
an? Vestry when thev assembln in thele Corporate
capacity, may supply his place, but I consider it es-
sentind to tka legality of their proceedings, that there
be no viclation of the Iight of tho Rector as Chair-
man.

Samuse . Fampasss,

Halifax, 20th March, 1856.

To tho Arcbdeason, Rector of St. Paul’s.
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FOR 1UE CUURCE TIMKS.

The Easter Meeting of the Anghican Church con-
pregation of Lower Stew.acke, in the Masion of Mus-
quodovoit, was duly beld at Lower Stewiacke on Eas-
ter Manday, the 24th of March,

ARer the usual burinessof thy meoting was Gnished,
the Rev. S. D. Green read to the meeting the author-
1sed declaration of the principles, &c., of ‘the Diocesan
Assembly ; explained Ita objects and constiiution, and
bunfly replied to some of 1he objections which have
been mads tost.  He was then unammously chosen to
pregide during the election of a Lay Representative,
wheo Mr. Jobu Tays, of Lower Sinwiacke, was duly

.elected by a mainrity of votes, as Raprosentative.

A satnfactory Aveting of the Diocesan Church So-
ciety was then beld.and subscriptions in cash received’;
aflter which a vote of tbanks was given to the Rev, Mr,
Green for his able conduct in the Chair. It tvas
also moved, seconded, and carried unanimously, that
« tho 1hanks of this meeting bo presonted to the Rev,
T. C. Leaver for his bandsome contnbution ot £40
towards the erection of tha Parsonage, now nearly
commpleted, in this-settlement, and that this vots af
thauks be recorded 1 the % Church Tmes” The
mocting then thanked Mr. Gocrge Tays lor hie hberal
contribution towards'the Parsonage,and also for bis
prepent of & Surphice-to the Church ; after which the
peoceedings terminated,

Dlazch 25, 1856,

A Sunscriner.

FOR THE CHURCH T;NEs.

The Esster Meoting of tho Enplish Clurch congre-
gation of Murquodoboit was held i that S-tilement on
the 251b Merch, at 2 pomn.  After the ardinary busi-
ness of tho meeting had been tramacted, thoe ftav. 8.
D. Green was voted tnto ths Chair, to presids dufing
tho election of a Reprezontative of tho Lasty to attend.
tho ensuing Diocesan Assembly. A printed Circular,
withoat any, date, place, or srgnature specified. therem,,
bat bearing the Wilmot post-tmark, which had been.
forwardad to the Wardens of this Dietrict,and velated!
to-ans Didcesan Synod, was bere produced, and: road
10 the weeting ; -upon which Bir. Gireen catled updo
Capt. Gladwin, 33 8 Iagauan, to dsleed tLe Bisbop and

clergy of ihie Diocme from the infurious and under.
handed insinuxtions agatast theit tharavtet atid princi.
ples containgd theren,~=which he did ; and aleo over-
threw the other falio all-gations of \ns notarious Cis.
culsr, t the satisfaction of the meeting, After this, iv
was maved, sccondod, ahd casried neatly unanhincusly,
that . A, Gladwin, E-q., bo elceted an Lay Leprosdn.
tative, to attend the Diocesan Assetbly at its ensuing
sersion.

Tue Diocaran Church Society meoting was thin
hald, and subsoriptivns thercto receivod. The meeting
then separated, N R

Murquodobolt, 291h Bfarch, 1836,

BT p o g ety popreg-rttwy

" [From Last Saturday's Oity Edition.)

& Tho R. M. Stoatuship Cunada arsived los
night from Liverpoo), aftor our country edition wens
to pross. Wo havo mado room for komu extracts
from the English papers—tho nows is not howover,
of great importanco.  Prussia hns beon requestod to
tako part in tho Patis Conforence, which appears to
Lo in no hursy to sottle tho terms of peaco. The
only thing rewarkablo with refercnco to it, is an
apparcot coolness betweon Priuco Okloff the Rua
sian roprosontative, and Count Buol who ropresents
Austrin

Typhus fover was mging in tho Crimoa, and
making much bavoo amongst tho armics—Allics se
well ay Ruseians.

DKLAY 1X THE NEGOTIATIONS,

Tho confurenco of Saturday last, in aris, was not
quito so satisfictory as tho preceding ono. The
term satisfuctory ought not to bo understood as jm-
plying thot any new or iusurmountablo obstaclo had
arisen, but onjy that the business got ovor was not
cqual to tho anticipations of somo of tho Plenipoten-
tiaries. 'Lbo sitting of Tuesday produced no sensi-
blo progress in the regotiations, and was confined to
discuseions of too genurala character.  Wo aro now
jo tho third weok of tho confercnces, and is {s com-
plaincd that alfsies bavo not mado way as thoy ought,
or as thoy were expected. The Emperor ia said to bo
of opinion that too much is said and too little done ;
that tho work, in fuct,-bears emall proportion to the
words, and that a change in tho course of procoed-
ing is desirable. It would scent that at the next sit-
ting it will bo proposed to comno to an uaderstanding
on tho wore important conditions, to adopt them for-
mally and irresocably, with a view to a definjtive
treaty of peace, and to leavo other paints of second-
ary intercat to be scttled by a commissien.  For in-
stance, tho principle of ‘the ratification of the Otto-
wan territory being admitted by Russia, it will Lo
considered whother it is absolutely recessary to spend
much timo in fixing tho psrticular line in Bessarabis,
which i3 to bo tho new fronticr of Moldavia instead
of the Pruth. Soveral of the Pleripotentiaries ap-
peared 2o bo littlo acyuainted with the topography of

-those parts, and Count Orloff and Baron Brunow

wwere said to have demoz~trated that tho character of
the eoil was not at all such as was deseribed, and that
tho mountain chain reaching closo to the sea only ex-
isted in thoir imogination. If tho mountsin does not
como to Mabomet, Mahomet must go the mountain.
If mountains donot rice g* the bidding of the Pleni:
potentiaries, they must be sought for cleowhoro than
whero they imagined them.  Again, the principle 6f

-a chaugo in the administeation of the Principalitics

being once cetablished and acceded to by Russia,
and, of course, by Austria, what necessity is there
to occupy tho time of the Plenipotentiaries with
long dcbates whether Prince Stirbey, or whoover
clee bo chosen for Wallachia, shall be appointed for

Jifo or only for a tern of years; whether tho present

or futuro Sovoreigns of theso unfortunato countrics
bn a sirunger or a native ;. or whether.the. provineos
ot Moldavia and Wallachia shall be united or coh-
tinuo scparate ? _

On twn great points wo aro informed Russta
makes ampla concession—namely, the neutiilisition
of tho Black Sea with all its ¢onsoquences, <he dis-
mantling of the fortresses, and tho hon-reconstruetia
of Boarsund; but a commission might quite as advan-

-tageously fix£hv.limits botwees the Russian and Ot-

toman territory in Asia. In a word-it will bo pro-
posed to adopt with as little delay as possiblo she

| points tho rejection of which involves a casus Zell§,

and 16 leave to fiture arrangements by cominissioh
those which bavo 110t such a cheractér.~ When the
proceedings of the Congicss aro kept so seczot it is
hazardous to enter into particulars “touching them,
but tho sfato of affairs just mentioned bears tho im-
préss of probability. Time is passing on rapidly,
the days aro gelting long and the weuthor is becore-
‘ing mild, and thers'is overy-neccesity for baste. Tt
is known thet typhus is’ among tho French tfeops as
Constantinople, and is' cutting off numbers; aod

{ though 25,500 men are ready to sail at a moment's

-notice from Basecilles and Toulon, to &ll up all-w-
cavcies, yet thio-sodner. wo are git of ‘cur wnveieié-



