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sin. He laterly re.arked that ho was a
b4converted qfecent nmax-a kind liard tu
cbnvert." He was about nieteen wben
thisa ccurred ; and with the courage that
is ou xnarked a feature of hii character, lhe
at once stood up and testified to being on
the Lord's aide. Ever giving satisfaction
to hie employere, lie was sent, in the year
1875, tu tako charge of the Company&a
towxi office at tii. est end of Princes-
street. lIn a few weeks he saw reason to

gille up his post, but at once g t a clerk-
mhip ini the North Britimili Railway Offices
&cross the street.

Since hie conversion he had been in the
habit of addressing religious meetings,
and now lie threw himself hcartily int
the work of the Young Mon's Cliristian
Association. Hlie capacity fur public
speaking acon becanie apparent, and .nany
frienda li the city urged him to study for
the niinistry. Following their advice hie
relinqluished railway clcrking, and, in the
autuinn of 1877, entered the> University.
1L t as a bold step, but if lie had any
doubts of its prupriety they were dispelled
by aconversation with hie mother. When
lie tôld bier what lie had done, ber lips
.1uivered, and lier coutîteuance betrayed
unusual eniotion. Then came words lie
can never forget, "I h ave neyer told yuu,
but 1 meant you for that before 1 saw
your face." There are many Hannalis;
but how few eau ]et their sons await tii.
Lord's cal! %% itli narked etuphasis Mr.
McNeill is w>nt tu say that lus unoîler
axîd lie were aïways " great fritnds. "

Three years were spent at the Arts
classes ; and during ail that, tiie lie sup-
ported hituelf liv micson work in c<annec-
tion with Free St. Berunl's churcli-
eorc which, of course>, precluded ail en-
deavour after acadeici distinction. Ever
courageoust, lie entered inb niatriniony
during the Iast year uf lus curriculuin iii
Ediiib -rgh. Ilis next step was t»> remove
tu Glasgow, where lie attended the Uni-
versity for une year and the Free Clîurcli
Coilege for four yeare, aIl the time sup.
porting biniseîf and lus famnily liy mission
work. On receiving Presbyterial license
to pr.acli the Go..pl, lie was et once in-
vited ttb beeonîe theu iinister of the Barouty
Fre> Chuicli, Glasgow, a churcli wiîli ai
thousand meiabers. -Thitnking the charge
txo great. for a y..ung uinister, he decliiued
it, ubr.with%tantling a tessipting stij>Snd.
Soon afterwards lie was called bv tbe Mc
Crit.-Ioil-urgb congregatioDnEdinburghi

It was a amafl body mxade .up ci two de-
cay.<I Free Ohureli congregations li a poor
district of tLe eity. Accepting the. oeil ho
was ordained in thie mummer of 188U.

His succesa h»a lico phenomenel.
Scotenx dearly luve a uerm inu, and when
il «as BSnnounced that a secoud Spurgeoiî
badl appeared in an Edinburgh pulpit there.
was a rush to hear hilm. Grave people,
hearing of the. odd eayiiugis that made bis
audiences sinile anîd of his extraord ixary.
uncunventionality li the pulpit, sbook
their Leadis. sud wrote hlm anonymous
letters. Others went to hear hinu for
themeels'es, and caine under the spell of
an earnest preacher wbo believed lie lied a
divine message tu mnan and was not par-
ticular about the way of delivering il,
provided lie got il' into their heada and
hearta.,

The churcli, wluicli is seated for six
liundred, souri became insufficient for -,he
crowda tbat resorted to lb ; s0 the. evening
service lins, during the paat fifteen months,
been Leld lu a drill hall or circus, tho
audiences nurubering from threc tu fis-e
thousauud. The WV.dnesday evening con-
gregabions fill tbe church. Opinions differ
as to the constitution 41 the circus gatber-
ing, but we think the. non-churcbgoing
elenient is very considerable. AIl classes
in the city ara represented, but the major-
ity are well.dreàsed people (if its middle
chias, who attend the service prctty regu-
larly. Ail that seeans wauting tu foti» a
great congregation is a periuanýent building
capable of holding about four tliousand
peuple. Sorne infiuential gentlemen, in-
cluding two medical professors in the uni-
versity, are et lest; about tu issue an appeal
to the Scottiali public for subucritions
with which to erect a tabernacle. Many
thizk the Fre. Churci lies been rallier
<lilatory in the. niatter, and it is whispercd
that the United Presby terians would soon
roof hlm iu if b.> would only juin t hem.

Of what theological, scbiol1 je Mr. Mc-
Neill 1 Well, if the. distinction may b> aI-
lowed, lie dues uiot preacli a systetn of the-
ology, but the Gospel. Nevertbeîeus, lie
holds a detinite systeni; snd if you were
toe ask hini wbat il was lie would probably
baud yfbu the Shutrrer Catechism. But lis
serinons are not "4Sh'.rter Catecliiam and
water "; ho deals with the whonle ]ength
and bredth of Bible *huatory, biograpby,,
auîd lèrecept. WVhile nut abjuring teit

.preachixig, b.e likes to take up au 0OId

.Toa'taiuent story or une of Christ'. miracles,


