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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, January 6, 1900,

Busiucss I8 much quicter now that
the lholidays are over and tost logal
houscs are busy slzing up dhe results
of last ycar's trade. Stock-takiug is
general in somce lines. The inst month
o! the year was much the lest with
the retail trade and an unusually
large Christmas demand was experl-
enced. Stocks of some kinds of roods
were  almost  exhausted  Christmag
woek. A petlod of cowaparative dull-
ness may now be expected, whiclt will
e al! the more acute I snow enouzh
for sleighing doves not come soon. &
good fall of spow would stimulate
business very muclh. The wood fuel
ghortage is becoming serious nsg a
resuit of the prolonged unfavoraule
weather. Farmers trade in the soun-
try towns i8 also much afiveted by
the absence of slcighing. Dush work
of ali kinds is belug Geriously inter-
fered with, What promised to ke one
of the hest sleigh and cutter seasons
with tiie vehicle men has lcen Larne
od to one of the worst.  Railway
traffic has become much aghter as
the excursion scason is now over.
Bank clearings at Winnipzg sontinne
to eapand, the week ending Thursday
ghowing an increase of over $800,000
as compared with the same week lass
sear.  QMonthly and yearly clearings
to Lec. 30 arc shown in our financial
colum.

WINNIPEG MARKETS
Saturday, Jian. G, 1900,

(A1l quotations, unless otherwise speci-
ficd, arc wholeaalo for such Quaptitield
a8 aro usually taken by retail dealers,
and are subject to thoe usual reduction
on lnrfc quantities aud to cash dis.

couuts.
. DRUGS.

There has been no change in drug
mices hero this week, and business re-
muiins good Tor tho season. Dealers
are speculating as to tho possibility of
furilicr ricos tn lines affccted by the
war. Camphor which enters largely
into the manufacture of explosives, is
ond line which is likely 2o be seriously
affect]l as the supply s limited and
cannal e increasad  on shore
uciice. Quinine is  yeing tak
o In largoe  quansitics by the
tmpericl government  for mediciuai
purposes and will Jikely bo very fivm
and perhaps higher in conseguunen.
Suiphnr anu carbolic acid may He made
scarce aud higher by tho war demand,
Deliverts of drugs from Baglisk mar.
kets are very unweertain owing to sear-
city of oce: it space. Colleetions in
Manitoba are slow and trade advorse
Iy affected bF  the limited country
traffic.  Tor prices sco page J67.

DRY GOODS.

There iz a lnn in the activity “n dry
goals precading the rencewal of jctive
ity on spring business.  There is also
a il in regard to price changes nud
practieally no advices of  this kind
have boen received from manalactur.
ors thls woek,

FUEL.
Coul is in guod demand aud prlecs

THE COMMERCIAL

remair firm. ‘The city Is practically
passing through a wood ifamiue and
congnmers find it very difficult to se.
curd ¢von a hand to mouth supply.
Some poplar and juckplue is obtalnable,
but qak, birch, maplo and tamarac iare
very scarce. [ nited States hatd wools
are 1ot obtainable except i a small
way. A good fall of suow tv make
slelghing possible is all that is neeaed
to relieve the situation.  For «quota.
tions see page 567.
GRELEN PRUITS.

Local houses are now luwing a
breathing spell, the holiday demand bo-
ing over and business quicter all
around. Apples aro mecting with bet.
ter eale and prices {for good stock hnld
firm at §$4.00 per barrel. Quotations re.
main unchanged as follows: Calllornia
navel orapges, $4+ per case for rezu.
lar sizes, Californin svedlings, $3.50;
California lemons per box, $4.75 o

$4; Messinn Jemons  $§5: apples
winter, $d4. per  barrel: swest

potatoes, $5.00 to $35.23 per varrel;
Capn  Cod  cranberries per  barrel
$7.00:  cocoanuis  per dozea, SOc:
Grenobie walnuts 14e; Marbots 12 1.S¢;
Tarragona almonds. 13¢; filberts, 12¢;
peanuls, greeu. 9 w  10¢; roasted,
11 to 12¢; pocan nuts, 13c¢ per b, maple
sugar, per lb, 1lc; apple =nder, $5¢
per gallou in harrels and half barrels;
fruit cider pnt up In 20 and 30 zal-
lon kegs, per gallon, 40c¢; figs, in Loxes,
7c¢ Ihg new Callfornin layer figs In
10-pound  boxes, §1.30, new Smy-
mas iu  glove Dboxes, $2.00 per
dozer; 1040b.. hoxes, $1.75 per LoT, and
d30-pound  buxty,  $6.00; dates 7o
per 1L, in 1-1b. cartons 9¢; honoy in 1-1b.
giass jars, per dozen jars, ¥2.50; Span-
ish onions, §1.25 per crate; Amerlcan
red cnlons, 2¢ per lb.,; celery, per
dozen, 45 to St
GROCERIES.

The demana for groceries both stayle
ancd Inney has fallen off aud there have
been e features of special intciest in
the marke: this weck. Prices remain
unchanged here but there is .  con.
tintxi hardening in some lines, not
ably dried apples and further advances
may transpire any day. Coffces am)
tens rematn flrm, also canned vege
tables.  Loeai Jobbers have not follow
cd the rise iu salmon prices noted inst
week as they are well stocked with
tlnsr @oods buught before the rise.
For Winuipog quotations see page 567.

HARDWARE.

Following the advanced prices m
goeuerally stronger tendency 2t mau-
wfaclorics local hardware jobbors have
mude several advatces in their jlst
king offect to-day. Horseshoos are
upy 20¢ per keg. bar awren e por 100
pounds and Canada plates 25¢. Man-
ila roprr is 2¢ per pound olearer and
stenl 11-2¢  dearer. Ollter advances
may e looked fo: here nexi week, us
according to our Torontn telezram
which will be found on anothor paga,
{here have een several important a.d
vaness in pricos there.

LEATHER AND FINDINGS.

The feature of this market has lcen
the rush on an order for saddies for
the DIaperlal govermment for wse in
South Afrlea,  The order which was
received by a local factory will be com.
pleted ecarly next week, Further busi.
ness of this kind is in sight.  ILoeatuer
prices remalu very firm with an up.
wara tenvency.  This is also the ease
with harnces and saddlory hnrdware.
Shoc leathier Is firm and half-soies hold
SUf at the rocent 10¢ advance, which
makes No. 5 goles worth £3.60, No. G,
$3.80 and No. 7, $2.80 at actories.
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MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS.

Somt of the local dealers in planos
and organs havo received notice from
factorics that dating from the first
of W« your thero will be advances in
s price of both these lines amountg-
lug roughly to five per cent. This Is
duo Lo the incroased cost of metal and
hardwomis which enter hnrgely into the
munulaciure of theso instruments. It
is not oxpected that these advances
will make any appreciabla difference
in the selling price, of cither planos or
organs. bhut it may bo expected here-
afier that dealers will adhere mors
clogely {0 their reguiar quotations.
In passwmgg IV may bo said that Winni-
ptg detlers lhave never experienced
sstch 2 geod demand tor all kinds of
mugieal  igstruments, The sala of
pianos has bren particularly jarge
durl:e  the  closing monthg of 1899,
some placing  tho total bust-
swess nt double that of last year. Sew-
thg machine business has also beon un-
ustally geod.

PAINTS, OIL AND GLASS,

The advance in prepared paing prkces
nocted lagt woek Is now in effect, an-)
the ligt now ranges from §1.30 to $1.70
per gallon as to shade and qera'l'y.
cliued petrolcum has been sharply
advanced, Silver Star being uow quot
od at 13-4c per gallon above the uil
price, oleophene 11-2¢ higlher and Sun-
light and Eocene l1e higher., White
lead iz becoming firmer in eastern mar-
kets and Is oxpected to advance here
almost any day. XNo orders would be
booked for future delivery excepting
subject to price changes.  The demand
for goods In this Mue 8 very light as
is usua:‘at tbis ecason and iocal deal-
ers are busy stock-taking.

KAW FURS.

Furs arc moving more freely and
quite a few parcels, some being of good
size, have boen received this week. The
mazket should be active from now on
and buyers arce keen,  Prices current
here remain as follows:

BEacih  Each.

Badgers, primo ... .. ..$ 25 & .50
Bears, black, yearlings 35.00- 800

Bears, black, small.. ... 5.00 12.00
Bears, black, wedium... 1000 13500
‘Bears, black, large ... ... 15.00 235,00
Bears, brow:, yearlings 4.00 6.00
Pears, brow.s, :amal .. 500 1000
Eears, browit, medinm... 1000 1500
Bears:, brown, large ... 15.0 22.00

Beaver, small v cee e o 130 3.00
Beaver. medum ... .. ... 3.00 3500
Beaver, large ... .. .. 500 7.00
Eishers, dark .. c v . 8,00 9.00
FIshers, Pic e e o we 300 6.00

Fox. silver dark, large 50.00 125.00
Fox, c:08: : 500 15.00
FoxX, ¢4 .. . . 3.400
Lyux, large ... ... . 3.5Y)

Lyox, nmiddling ... ... ... 1.00 2.23%
LyOX, S0ali e cer o e 30 150
Alarten, large, dartk ... 400 1200
Afarten. large, pale or

LTOWI v cee e =ve oo 350 8.00

Marten, large. light

UL e e e el 35.00
Mok, large, dark .. .. 2.25
AMink, small, dark . 1.50
Mink, Iarge, light . 1.25

Mink, small, light .. ... 735 1.00
Musquast, winter .. ..
otter, Iarge dark ... ... 6.00
otter, large, pale .. .. 5.00 8.00
Skunk, Iarge . e e o
Woll, thinber, 1aTg0 v e 200° 3.00
Wolf, prafric . e oo o 40 a5
Wolverine, large, dark 3.00 8.50
Wolrerine, large, pale 1.2% 200



