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THE BUITER TRADE.

Uwing to the low prico of butter, it will be
neceseary for country werchants in Manitoba
1o exorcise greator care than ever bofore in
handling Lutter. Tho butter output will soon
bo at its maximum and the quantity made
thisyear will no doubt be large. In order to
save themsolves from loss, country merchants
will find it necessary to discriminate very
closely in buying buttor. Only the best qual-
ity of butter will bo wanted while prices ro-
main so low and stocks so large, and the poor
stuff will bo almost unsalable, excopt atthe
pricoof grease. In fact, the days have gono
by for finding & market for poor or stale but-
ter. Pcople want choice butter, aud they
want it fresh. With tho extensive refriger-
ator car service on our railways this ycar,
merchants will bo able to market their butter
in good condition while it is fresh and sweoet.
Merchants and shippers should take advan-
tage of this refrigorator car sorvice and ship
promptly. Tho Commercial never did advise
holding butter, and not withstanding present
low prices, we cannot advise holding now. On
the contrary we tbink it more necessary than
over that the butter should be marketed
promptly whils it is fresh and sweet, for the
reason stated that while prices are so low
people will not use stale butter. Some may
think that because prices are so low now, it
would be safe to hold for an advance. Ths
might be & good argument with some com-
modities, but with an article which deoter-
jorates in quality so fast as butter, it 18 nut
sife to hold no matter how low prices go.
Very fow country merchants have reasonably
good accommodation forholding butter for any
length of time, Choice butter, marketed
while fresh, is the only class of butter which
it is desirable to market at all.

Mauitoba is beginning to producea censider-
able surplus of butter over local requirements
and it i3 tin.e that we should ondeavor to
gaina reputation abroad for good quality.
sending away poor quality or stale butter will
dv harm by ipjuring the reputation of our
batter in the markets to which it is sent,
‘Those who cannot or will not make good but~
ter would do the country a sorvice by going
out of the budiness, and merchaats who allow
the butter to deteriorate by carcless handling
and holding until it has lost the sweet, fresh
flavor, also help to get a bad reputation for
our butter, to the injury of the trade.

THE NATIONAL FINANGES.

It is not a matter for surprise that the
nationa} finances shouid show a doficit. The
low prices which have ruled on so many linos
of goods of late, would be almost certsin to
produce a large falling off in the customs

" mevenue, oven if their had been nocurtailmeont

of imports When times improve, as they
evontually will, the rovenue will como up
again. In the meantimo a half cent por
pound duty has been placed on sugar, and aa
increaso has beon made in the duty on spirits,
otc., to obviate any further deficit "for the
noxt financial year. 'I'his necessary increase
in the customs tax indicates that any con-
siderable decrease in the rovenue producing
duties could only be brought about at present
by grent national cconomy, unless other
means were adopted of raising tho revenue.
Governments as well as individuals should
economize during periods of depression, if deo-
ficits are to be avoided. Under some circum-
stances it would be bettor perhaps to havea
deficit than to greatly curtail othcial oxpon-
diture during a timo of depression, as the de-
pression would bo only the more keenly felt.
Canada has been free from deficits for many
years, and the present one will not be a
serious matter, though there is no doubt
plenty of room for economy in the adminis-
tration of public affairs.

FREIGHT BATES COMAISSION,

The report of the conumission appointed by
the Dominion government, to take ovidenco
and hear complaints against railway rates in
tho west, is just about what was expected by
a good many business men here who took an
intorest in tho matter. The brief summary
of the report, as published in The Commercial
last week, completely exonoratesthe Canadian
Pacific Railway from any charges of imposing
exorbitant or oxtortionate rates. One state-
ment made by the commission, however, calls
foradirect challonge. They say, according to
telegraphic reports, that some of the heaviest
shippers in Winnipeg had nu complaints to
make, and there was an entire absence of
complaints from the heavy freight handlers.
This statoment will bear explanation which
will put it in a very different light, Iustead
of making their cowplaints individually,
which would necessitate a great deal of repeti-
tion, the Winnipeg business men resolved to
state their case cuilectively, through the
board of trade.  This made a great saving of
time and labor for the commission. The case
presented by the Winnipeg board of trade was
in reality tho complaint of all the heavy
freight handlers of Winnipeg who are mem-
bers of the board. The statement, therefore,
that a great many of the heaviest shippers
had no complaint to make, whileliterally true,
considering these men individually, is never-
theless entirely misleading.

‘The report itself, it 13 needless to say, will
not prove satisfactory to the people of the
west. There was a feeling here at the time
tho commission was first appointed, that a
nistake had been made in appointing govern-
ment officials to composo the commission. If
the commission had been composed of mea of
known commercial ability, who were not
under official influence of any kind, the
roport now made would have carried very
much more weight, even if it had been oppos-
ed to popular opinion in the matter. As it

is, howover, the report coming from officials
of the government is not considered a vory
weighty document,

TEE ROYAL COMMISSION FABOE,

About as great a farco as has been perpe-
trated in Canada for some time is this royal
commission for the investigation of the
question of prohibition of the liquor traffic.
Three massive blue books of about 1,000 pages
cachhavebeen published, and more aro to fol-
low belore the report of the commission is
complete, Tho report is utterly worthless.
No one will ever take the trouble to make
even a superficial examination of the roports.
The whole thing is a farce and wo might also
add~—a {raud. The only thing real about it
is the cost, which foots up to about $100,000.
This sum has been squandered to secure a lot
of worthless opinions about prohibition,

FISH VERSUS BEEF.

It i3 said that the consumption of fish has
increased sonsiderably in the United States
owing to the high price of beef. Fish make a
wholesome, nourishing and palatable food,
and it is . wonder that the consamption of
flsh, as compared with meats, 1s not greater,

when the low price of the former is
considered. The New York Fishing Gazetto
says:

“Fish were never better, more plentiful, or
cheaper than at the present time. The sup-
ply is_inoxhaustible, notwithstanding the
complaints of journals devoted to angling that
the t‘gommm‘cia.l fisherman are doploting the
waters.

“It now looks as if tho opportunity of the
fieh trade had come, and dealers look forward
to o greatly increased business, which will
bring better times and more money to all
who arc engaged in the fishing industry.”

Froght Bates and Traffic Matters,

‘The Chicago Trade Bulletin of May 18 says:
Rail rates were well maintained last weok on
the basis of 2Uc per 100 1bs for flour and grain
and 80c for provisions to New York Through
rates werd steady, with businesslight. The
rates to Liverpool ranged 2t20.62 to 213¢ por
1yu pounds for tlour, 113 to 1lic per bu for
grain and 87 to 89.84c per 100 1b for pro-
visions, Rates to Antwerp about 1c over
Liverpool. Lake and rail rates to New York
are 15¢ per 100 1bs on flour and 6¢ per bu on

rain, and on grain to New England 8jc.
ressel rovm was ingured for freely and offer-
ings of boats have decreased. Charters for
ain to Buffalo at 13c, and to Kingston at

ic.

The Montreal Trade Bulletin of May 10
says : ‘Further engagements of heavy gran
have been made at 1s 14d to Liverpool, London
and Glasgow, as low as 1s being accopted for
Liverpool, but agents are now tryingto got
1s 8d. To the Continent 2s to 25 3d are tho
quoted rates.  One or two jags have been
taken for Bristol at 1s 43d, but Is Gd is now
asked. Space is offered for sack flour at 8594
London, shippers bidding 7s 6d. Glasgew
and Liverpool ratesare quotod at 7s, Engago-
ments have been made for cheese at 153 Liver-
pool, 20s London, 223 6d Bristol and 23s
Glasgow. To Liverpool it issaid a cut rute
of 12s Gd has beon accepted by one of the
lines. Cattle are quoted at 45s Liverpool and
Bristol, and 40s London. Kingston to Mon-
treal the rato is 24c on wheat, and Chicago to
Kingston 24c.



