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The Rain Maker.

The rain maker is abroad in the land.

For the past month, {ium every section of
tho west have come more or less frequent
acc.unts of this product of modern drouths,
o bhis more or less unsuccessful efforts to
r.fresh the parchod earth with nceded raius.
In Kansas o0od Nebracks, whero repeated
trini. of almost every known theory for fora-
iog tho roluctant clouds to give down the
coreted moisture have proved the utter fal
lscy of some and the conditional snccess of
others; in Iowa, that garden apot of the west,
where nature has bestowed her gifta so
bountifully that man has but to gather them ;
in the drouth-stricken region of South Da-
kota, where four gears uf fawmino have failed
to blot from wewmory the years of plenty
that preceded them, tho professional rain
maker has found abundant opportunity for
plying his trade, and made hay while the
sun shono, Somo of these gentlemen are
honest in the belief that thoy can bring from
the sky, however olear, the precious rain.
The formula that is successful in one locality,
however, may prove worthless in another, and
those who aro honest in their professions are
ever ready to admit that certain atmospheric
copditions must prevail or success cannot
attend their undertuking. In other words, if
there is moisturg in the air, they have discover
ed a process by which this nisture can be
condensed, aad precipitated in the formn of rain.
To this class of rain makers all respect is dae.
Tnero is another class,showever, who are not
entuled to the consideration of any one. They
are fakirs, pure apd simple, and are just as
much confidence men as th. buaco steerers on
the Bowery in New York city. They will gell
their alleged formulas knowing them to be
practically wortbloss, and the drouth striken
commuuity, unable to securo the services of a
relinble man, grasps at the possibility like a
drowning man at a straw, only to find it as
useless, and their voney goes as well us their
crops. These arc the two classes of rain mak
oras we havo heard of mcst frequently in the
past month.

Thote is another rain make:, however,—
one who has proved his efficiency in the
past, and who is rospensible for most
of the precious showers which have come
recontly—and that is God Almighty. His
theories never fail in practice, and His formulas
are not for sale at @500 or $600 or 81,000,000
for any one county or one state. Neither ave
they to be had for the asking. Like every good
thing, it requires labor to obtain them. 7This
lesson has been learned aftor years of toil and
hardship and loss in tho west and southwest ;
the same lesson i8 being taught in the north-
west. 'The clouds are nature'’s sprinkliog pot,
aud the grain field her garden. DBut there aro
ways to refresh the garden besides using a
sprinklicg pot, and there are somoe spots in the
garden not casily reached with a sprinkler.
You nced a hose, There are water works to
which it may be attached most everywhere.
That's what the Lord put the immense artesian
rescrvoir under the drouth section of South
Dakota for—to be utilized, by means of irrigat-
ing ditches, in those parts of the garden not
eazily reached by the sprinkling pot. That's one
purposeforwhich the Missouri river and the Red
river traverse South Dakota, and the Platte
bisects Nebraska. They were meant to be
used, not for navigation alone, but as a source
of rain supply. The irrigation systems of
Colotado and California and New dexico and
Arizona have cost millions of dollars. They
will repay the expenditure a thousand fold
They have Jiterally made the ‘“desert to bloom
asaroee,” Liko enterprize in the northwest
would bring like usurious returns. So long as
the nortawestern sottler is coatent to call his
state a Godforsaken country because he can't
buy sufficient rain to mature his crops for $500
or $600 to the county, so long will it ke God-
forsaken, But once let him awake to the fact
that under and avound him are sources from

.hich he can securo water indopendent of the
clouds, and avt upon the knowledge, then see
how soon the \:ad that has forsaken him be-
causo of his jndulence, will return to hless him
with aburdance. Go to work and got your
rvain from the ground instead of the tky—from
the river or the artesian well. That’s one
thitg God put them there for, and He is tho
most practical and suciessful rain maker the
world has ever wnown. Micocapolis F.rm Im
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Grops in Ontario on June 19.

An cflicial crop bulletin, showing the condi-
tiou of tho crops on Juue 13, has be~n publich
ed; slight falls of snow occurred about the end
of May aud sharp frosts wore felt .umewhat
seriously in some placer.  Frost was reported
on May 28th and 29th from nearly all parts of
Oatario. Ice one quarter of an inch thick
formed at several piaces,

Fall Wheat—"1'his cvop has stood the heavy
rain and changes of weather much better than
the spriog cr.ps, Throvghout tho entire prov
ince some Jow lands have been flooded and the
crop drowned out. The reports for this time
of the year are quite up to the average. The
frost of the first week of Juno wasfelt to a
very slight extent. Therep)rts from all parts
ot the prevince are practically the tame—that
after the rain tho wheat soon picked up and
showed lers injury thau had been suppised.
Not more than usual had been plowed up and
resown to spring grain. Heading ont was in
progress on the 15th of June. In some places
the giowth was quite rank. With favorable
weather for the next three weeks a good crop
of fail wheat may bo luvked for. Al p esent
the conditivns promise an aversgo yield.

Spring Wheat—As usnal, there is but little
spriog wheat in the western part of the pro-
vinco, while in the eastern half tho acreage is
dechining, The low lying lands have suftered
severely, but the higher lavds have fair crops.
The grain was sown in fino condition, aud is
now recovering rapidly from the oxtra raio.
In mabpy places corrcspondonts state that the
rain did more good thau harm. Iu the eastern
counties about one third of the spring wheat is
either destroyed or i8 in poor condition ; two-
thirds may be said to be fair to good.

Barley—DBarley has suffered quite extensive-
ly, is backward in growth, but at present is
making very rapid progress, and with a con.
tinuance of favorable weather will probably
come up to necarly the average of the last two
years.

Quats—The reports from every section of the
province are piactically the same, and to the
fullowing effect : The rains drowned out the
ctop on low lying ficlds ; on highor lands, and
these under drained, little or no damage was
done. At the time of reporting tho crop was
making a very rapid growth, and becomiug
somewhat rank in straw, A few fields were
baked by the hot sun, but on the whole the
prospects were most promising, the only un.
favorable report being as to the low lande.
The crop is on the whole somewhat more back
ward than usual, but present conditions point
to a yield fully up to the average.

Peas—Tho contipued rains did more damage
to this crop than to the other spring-grown
crops. [Larly.sown peas have done well on
high lands, but on low lands have suffered
heavily, The reports from the largest pea
counties of the west are quite favorable.

Corn—From all parts of ths province come
reports of replanting, of late plantiog and of
slow growth., Prospects are for a crop a little
uader the average in quantity.

Beans—Early planted beaus were cut off by
late frosts,

Timothy—A small amount of timothy was
winter killed, but the principal damage has re.
sulted from some cold, wet days of aFring and
early summer. The reports feom all countice
are in agreement that we shall have a short
hay crop this year.

. Clover—This c¢rap has suffered moro than
timothy.  Complawts of «winter killing ave
universal

Roots and Putatoes. -- Early planted potatoes
wore much injured by trosts and large quanti-
tica rotted in low lands. Late pla wﬁ potatoes
are now coming on well.

Fruit.~The frost has done same danagoe to
frutt,  Grape vines have sutfored yuite exten-
sively in the West Vaaland, Lake Harun and
Georgian Bay countics. Peach trees wero in.
jured to some extent by frost, and *leaf curl”
18 repurted by many., There1s promies of only
o fair crap. Apptes are setting well, ond on
the whole p-omiso a good ccop, eapecinlly east
of Toronte. Pearsare in good form.  Plums
und cherries are reported fuir. Small fruits
givo prorpect of extra yield. Strawberries on
the wholo are reported as turnwg out fairly
well. The Essex and Keaut and Nugara dis-
tricts give on the whole very favorable repores
as to fruit,

Labor and Wages —The result of the large
vembor of men seeking rural employment in
the spring and early summer is seen in the low-
ering of tho acale of wsges. Tno average
amount paid wonthly, with board, was $16.48,
compared with $17 17 in the previous yecr.
Day laborers averaged 83 cenls with board, a
fulling off of 5 cents compared with 1893 3
while those working by the day, without
board, réecived but §1 11, or ¢ cents less than
in the year previous.  Domestic scrvants are
still ecarcs on the farm,

The Travellor Convinced Her.

The otuer day an omnibus, full of passeagera
drove up to its suburban terminus, says a con-
temporary. Side by side sat a commercial tra.
veller and o lady temperanco lecturer. The
commercial traveller seized his bag and made a
move tv got out. The lady made a snatch after
him, and ho halted.

** I beg your pardon,” she eaid, *but you
have .y bag.”

“Youare certainly mistaken, madam,” the
traveller said, conrteously but frmly.  ¢¢ This
bag is mice.”

*No, sir,” the lady replicd firmly, ¢ it is
mine. I shonld know it among a thousand.
You must not take it,

But the travelier persisted, and the lady ia-
sisted; and they came very near quarrelliog.

Presontly ons of the passengers pointed to a
twin bag in the omnibus, and said :

¢ WWhose is that ?”

‘It isn’t mine,” taid the traveller, *“ It is
just like mine ; but this is mine.”
‘““Anl it is’nt mino,” said the lady. ¢ He

has mine, and I want it; and I'tl haveit. Ivs
a pity if a lad:’ can't travel alone in this coun.
try without being robbed of ber property in
broad daylight.”

Finally the traveller said he would open the
bag to prove his property,

Lhe lady objected at first, saying she did not
want her hag opened in the presence of a crowd
of strangers.

But as there was no other means of settling
the diepute, she at length consented.

The traveller tock out a key, opened the bag
and the curious crowd bent forward to see.

Oc the top of everything lay a big, flat flask,
balf fall of whisky, u pack of cards, meerchaum
pipe, a quarter of a pound of tobacco, and a
snuff box,

The traveller was the first to recover his
sclf-possession and speech,

¢ Madam,” said he, ** you are right. The
bag is yours. I owe you a thousand
apolo—"

Bat the lady had fainted and the traveller
relocked his bag, with a quiet amile.

A movement is on foot to establish mallasble
irou and steel works in Toronto, Tho promo-
ters are United States capitalists,



