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THE OCOMMERCIAX,

The Fur Trade.

Capes are reoviving in favor, says the Now
York Fur Trade Revier. ‘The styles vary con-
siderably from carly popular desigas, but the
garments are quite certain to meet with in-
creasing appreciation. Boas will again meot
with approval, aud many handsome styles are
shown, Unlimited orders were given for cor-
tain articles at the London sales early in the
year, and this unwiso competition resulted in
unwarranted advauces on sundry articles which
were offered in moderato quantity ; at the June
sales, when there were no orders without lim-
its, the same articles declined, though some of
thom wore really desirable.  We haveo previous-
ly called attention to the folly of placing uniim-
ited orders at public sales, and merely remind
the trado of the fact in the hope that the recont
undesirable experience will itnpress the lessoa
and re ult in tho exercise of reasonable business
prudence in the futare.

The prospects for various articles wmay be
Lriefly defiued as follows  Raccuon good.
Skunﬁ dyed roccoon quict, but will doubtless
bo in request later. Mink good for fine trado;
others not fuvorable at present, Opossum

0od; nv encouragement for comuon nnitations.
geal good for all kinds. Skuunk and black dyed
opossum good. Muskrat very quict now ; fu-
tonre to be ascertained. Beaver quiet; future
not easily determined. Beai, brown and black
good. Nutria good. Grey fox quiet, but ex-
pected to advance. Red fox selling very well,
and will be steady. Wolf selling very well,
and will continue in favor. Moufilns quiet
now ; future doubtful. Lynx quiet on accosnt
of high prices; will sell later. ~Astrakhan sell.
ing, but will not command extreme price of ono
year ago. Fersian, finest grades only in favor.
Marten scling for scarfs in mo” rate quaatity.
Sable in favor for very fincst trude only. Bad.
ger very good. Thibet selling, but supply ex-
ceeds expectations. Wild cat excellent. Baas,
all articles suitablo for boas in excellens re-
quest. Linings now in good demaud ia the
weat, and will have 2 satisfactory sale.—Fur
Trade Reviaw,

Crops in the United Kingdom.

Ono more week of grand summer weatherhas
strangthened thoagricultural position immense-
ly. The heat of thesun has been of a semi-
tropical character, and there have been the usu-
al clectrical storms locally, over the whole of
the United Kingdom. Tho wheats have come
into car very fast in the castera and south-cast-
crn districts, and on well farmed clay—wheat
lands proper—it will probably be corrcet to
say that they never ziavc better promise; on
lighter soil they show loss of plant (mainly io
respeet of the comparative lightaess of the soil),
due apparently, more to the depredationsof the
wireworm than to the climatic wiater-killing of
late sown sced on similar soils.  Tho outlook,
at present, 18 for au exceptionally good crop ot
wheat on well-farmed clays ; but the value of
pative wheat at the present time, and under ex
isting circumstances, supports the suggestion
made in this column a short time since, to the
cffect that growers here might at least conserve
their own interests by growing wheat only to
the extent of their requirements; thal is to say,
coougs to sugply bread to themsclves and to all
thosc engaged on their farms. 1a the opinion
of the writer this will nltimately be the practi.
cal limit of wheat growing in this country. Tho
Lonten grain is nceding more rain, and it is
quite impossible to 2sscss the harvest value of a
good and thick plant, which has been more or
less puaished by drouth.  The meadow grasses
aro being cut 10 somo of the carlicr districts,
because the rye grass is coming into flower ;
this is undoubtedly a wise thing to do, inasmuch
as tho first cat will bo of good quality (if sccur-
cd favorably), whila the aftermath will have
tho best of the chaoces.  The same policy is
being puesued with the “*sceds’ and other Iegu
mioous fodder crops; undoubtedly the best
chance of the year is for carly aftermaths. This
fcataro has beca cnlarged apon here, bocaus,

ui its influence on tho value of purchased feed.
ing stuffs. The root crops are having a splondid
start, but in tho south-eastern districts & lot of
the heavior clay landsarcina hopelesslyunwork.
able condition / il more rain comes) for late
sowing. —Agricaccural Qazette, Loudon, June
13.

Minneapolis Milling in Poril,

According to the testimony of Chas. A. Pills.
bury and other millers before the Inter-Stato
Railway commission, the whole business of
millieg in Minaeapolis is in grave peril and is
likoly to be ruined by the competition of Du-
luth, which pays moro for wheat and saves on
tho transportation of flour to castern markets
tho cost of the haul from Mioneapolis to the
head of Lake Superior. Duluth’s advantage is
said to be equal to fifteen ceuts a barrel, which
tho Minneapolis millere testified is more than
they aro now making. They declaro that they
have beca runniog their wills at & loss for the
past year To pul them on a parity with the
Duluth millers they must eitber get their
wheat about soven cents cheaper per bushel
than Duluth or elso the total freight charge on
flour frum Mioneapolis tu Duluth wiust some.
how be wiped out.

It appears that the controlling factor in ma-
king wheat rates from the harvest fields of the
Northwest is the Northern Pacific Railroad,
which hag a lino to Daluth from important
points in Nortkrn Minnesota and North Da-
kota of the same length of its line to Minneap-
olis. Conscquently it chavges the same rate to
the two points.  The Duluth miller pays ox-
actly the same rate for his wheat that the Min-
neapolis miller pays, but when the former gets
it iuto flour he loads the flour directly upon the
lako steamers at his own dock, whereas the
Mioueapolis miller wmust ship the flour 150
miles by rail and then transfer it to the vessel.
The chief competitor of the Northern Pacific is
the Great Northern. Its line te Daluth is
considerably longer thau its line to Minneapo-
lis, but it must make the same rate as its rival
or it would get no grain to haul from competi-
tive points in tho two hurd wheat states. Tho
policy of these two roads is followed by the
Soo, the Millwaukee, the Northwestern and
the Miancapolis & St. Louis, which penectrate
much good wheat country in Western Minne-
sota and the two Dakotas. They will all haul
to the lake 5s cheaply o8 to Minneapolis.

It would be uscless for the wmillers of Minne
agolis to insist that the Northern Patific shall
charge more for the carriage of wheat to Da-
luth than to their cwn city, the distance bein
the same. They appear to rcalize this an
their strong plea before the commission was
that thcy should be helped to get the ¥rain
from their owa torritory, in tho region lying
much near~r to them than Duluth, at a lower
rate than 1s charged for hauling it past their
very doors to the mills of their competitors at
tho head of the lake.  This scoms to be reason
able, but whether the commission can give
them any ro:l aid remains to bo secen. Tt
would be a great pity if au industry in which
geven millions of capital has been invested and
which cmploys many thousands of pcople
should be destined wo be ruined by ipjurions
competition. Flour milling is the backbone
industry of Minnecapolis, makiog it the great.
est origioal wheat market in Amorica and
Lringing te it inillions of dollars of wealth
every year.  Its destruction would injure all
interests in tho city and put an immediato stop
to ity carcer of growth and prosperity. Tho
Minacapolis millers have foreseen this paril for
many years and for ten yeara not a single new
mill has “een crected, although the old ones
havo been pushed to greater and greater capa
city. Now they regard the danger as upon
them and they aro arousing themselves to
special cxertions to protect their intereats.—
Nerthorest Magazine, St Paul.

—— &

Tho salo is reported at Montreal of 4,000
cascs canped tomatocs at  S0c, being a lot held
by & bank to cover advances.

Northern Pacific Railroad
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St. Paul and
Minneapolis,

e AND—
All Points in the UNITED STATES & CANADA

Pullman Palace Vestibuled Sleoping cars and
Dining cars on express trains DAILY to

(TORONTO, MONTREAL, )

and all points in EASTERN CANADA, via
St. Paul and Chicago.

An opportunity to pass through the cele-
brated ST. CLAIR TUNNEL. Baggage is
checked through iz bond and there is no cus-
toms examination whatever.

Ocean Passages.

and berths secured to and from Great Britain
and Europe. All first-class steamship lincs
represented.

The Great Transcontineunital Route
to the Pacific Coast.

For full ioformation regarding rates, ctc..
call on or address your nearest ticket agent or

H. J. BELCH,
Ticket Agent, 486 Bain St., Winnipeg.

H. SWINFORD,
General Agent, Winnipeg

CHAS. S. FEE,
General Passengor and Ticket Agent, St. Pau

More Trains to Ghicago.

Tis NOrTit WesTERy Lixg—-C., St. P, M. &0 Ry
now offers ncw and better train servico and with more
;:(;xln(om for travcllers to the World'e Falr City, as
ollows :

BADOXR STAT® EXPRESS (Daily) Leavo Minncapolls 7.15
a.m., St Paul 7.55 am., EauClaire 11.00 a.m., Dinner in
Dining Car and arrive Milwaukee 7.55 p.m., Chicago
9.35 p.m.

This train with Luxurious Parlor Cars givos a day-
light rido through thc moat beautiful portion of Wis
consin affording a delighttal panoramsa vicw tho entire
distanco and rcachiny Shicago in ample time to connect
with wmore night trains forthe East and South thzn by
any other line,

Atvaxtic Exrxrss (Ex. Sundz{), Leavo Minneapolis

4.85 p.m., St. Paul .15 p.m., Fau Claire 824 p.m., and

arrisc Chicago 8 (0 a.m., connecting with cwrly trains of

l?;hc Chicago & Alton, lilinois Central, Wabash and other
nes.

This traln has Palaco Slecplas Cars with Buffet Service
- Lunch scrved st any hour.

VestisrLx Lxitxo (Dally) Leave Minnoapolis 7.3
Em., St. Psul 05 p.m., Eau Clalre 11.00 p.1o., arrit
flwav*co 7.5 a.m,, Chicazo 9.30 am.

Secure Tickels via Tix Norrit-Wastery Lixz from tho
ent &t your station, or for map folder sddeces T- W

1T DALF., Genoral Pase nger Agent, St Paul, Miua,



