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The Agrioidtural Imlplement Nanufaù-
tuer vs. the Farmers and

Morchants.
To tlac &itor of the Comm rercial.

Doar Slr,-In your issue of the 14.11 iîîst., a
comînuniciýtion sîgned "Manitoba Niercliant,"
and liended as abo appearoo. The article là
s0 unfair, uniust and miseading that 1 have folt
constrained to point ont eome of the tiro un
fair- statomentb and dedrîctions mnade tîtercin.

His first comiplaint in thtit tho Canadiau marn-
facturer ia protecteod by a :vý taril and lie
etate that «"by ineang of the ecicravagant duty
"the imptemient makor in cuableil to- charge
"lprices absurdly diosproportioriatu to the inher,
,lent value of his wares."

1 joUi isotie on ts statemeut and would
point out to l'Manitoba %Iercliant' that bis
theory rnight have soine force if hie could show
th;t thero is no coînptition whatev,. '-iutween
Canadian manufacturers, 'whichî of course is ab-
burdc, and which absurdity "lMerchant" rnph,
sites whcn ho later on lu his article speake of
the eager competition there is ln Manitoba bot.
wecn Canadien manufacturera and deilers. So
mruch for '«giittering generalities."

Notw te descend to details auit hard facts,will
l'Manitoba Mercrliant" auswver this nue question,
viz.; if, as he atat2s, (substantielly) the prices
of Cacadian implemeîîts are simply fixed by as.
certaining the prices saine cari bc purcbasud for
in the United States and adding thereto, the
duty of ;. and thus give the Canadian metin-
facturer a profit of 3W/ (less diity on raw Ina.
tonial> over and aheve an ordinary profit.
Thon why are Canadian binders and other
impleints sold, at figures so inuch lower than
American implemeDts of saine description and
quality! ?I deny that prices ef Cencidian im-
plomeuts are fixed in any such way. They are
regclated by home competition as cari b reaidily
and simply pt-aveu by reference to either of the
rotait price, lista of the dealers handling the
Deering and McCor-nick American Binders in
Manitoba, and which liste give the price of
these binders at $210.00 on ttve January pay.
mientb, wboeas, a fit-at clails Canhdian binder
cari be purchased ou samne terme for S165.00, or
a difference of W4.00 lu favor of the Canadian
machire. Why, if "Mercbant's" tbeory bc cor-
rect, does the Canadian manufacturer not t-aise
his pries to tho le vol of the tImerici The
plain common 3008e answver is that the inexor-
able f avz of aupply and demand wbich preventa
l'Manitoba Mterchtaut" front overcharging bis
eustomer over tho counter prevents the impie
ment dealer fron baving iz ail his oîvn way.
The oply farmers (and they art comparatively,
only « handful) who pay 35% dutly on impie.
ments in Manitoba or the Nortwhest, are those
who buy Amorican imploments ut pricca cri-
hauced hy the duty necessarily paid thereori;
wrhen there are as good Canadian implements
which cari bc and are purcbased at a price lss
by the whole duty paid (in most cases) than the
Amorican article cari bc bougit. for, ais %vill bo
seon in the example of the binder nientioned
ahove. Should tle United States fermera in-
sist on buying Canadian bindern they would
havu to pay as mnch for them as Canadians do
wlbo buy Amnerican biuders. This therefore,
disposes of that 8tatement and of ali týi cîce

The npxt charge agairiet Implement Dealors
is that they' aerually take notes iii seulemîent
for tbLlr goode inetead of leaving tlîein in tho
ferai of openx or outstanding accotînta. This is
really a serions charge, but the writer believes
that te most sensible inen this course will iiever-
the less coicind itself, but "MNet-chant" sye
the niost ii portant and dangerous provision ofaI
(in tlicir notett> in the çauso by whtch the mnaker
suri-endors bis exemption 'priviloges. This is
really too ')ad but it niigbt eueo "MaNrchants,"
mind te know that this provision i and alwaysa
lias been entirely void and cf no efleet being
sgainst the policy of the law andc it cannot be
slîown that it bis ever beon takon advautage
of. Tlhis, therelore, dipcses of this cloutent
x'iiicli "Met-chant" describes as unsettling the
çvholo business of thse conory, but it wiIi no ver-
tisoiesa; serve as lin lnstincao f how littie "IMani.
toba Met-chant" really knows cf the suhject ns
te wliich lie bas talion upon himielf toenlighten
liii supposer! benigisteil and lovn.troddlen as-
sociatea lu trade.

"Mecrchant'8" nex tcoiiiplaint is tîttte -

plement udealer gets ail the cash the farmer bas
anid tic would uîake it appear that the impie-
ment manufacturer and dealer crîmo8t invari-
ably grit paid tip in full. Eveii woro thilt the
cage it wou!d nlot bc a serions charge, but what
are thse [acta ; 1 bolieve 1 amn sife in saying of
ail dlealers and iiianufacturers cf implements,
as I know I amn of the company 1 ain connected
with,' that eut of the 1889 crop3 tbey did nct
receive more than about 33 per- cent. cf every
$100 dueoeut cf that crnp ani hall te carry
over tlierefore tilt the fait cf 1890 67 per cent.
and everi Out of thte ct-up of 1890 niot over about
60 per cent %vil[ bo collected ont cf ev'ery dol-
lar due. These are %volt known facts and cari
bc substantiated on oatb if nucessary.

WVitt "Ilerchant" say that the itupleinent
dealers should net bc paid ou an average 50 per
cent, cf tho-r total indohcodness due then in
auy year ; if se lot hini conduet bis business On
this principle if hae cîsoose but lot hlm flot
whine sbould others feut to iinitate bis course.

"'Nlerchasit" mnakea crie more suggestion anid
thaf la that the [armer absout boy ait bis impie.
monts for cash. If "Merchant" can bring
about tlîie state cf allait-s he ivill tarai tbe ever-
basting gratitude of ail implûent manufactur.
ers and deaiors thse wholc Dominion ever anid
lie will have, 1 arn sure, the bearty co-op.sr-
ation of every ionploeut dealer auJ inanufect.
trer lu the country. Lt is needicas, however,
te add thiat fuis is not at aIl practicable, unicos
credits cf ail kinds shouid hc abolished, (iu
whlcb case "MNerclîant'zi" wlîule wail wculd ho
greundlcas, and if is more flin absurd te aug-
ge8t sncb a nurse lua now prcvince Iikc Mani.
taba wlîerc fat-mars and everyune ciao (mer-
chante incbuded> nced ait the credif they can
get asnd sommsnes more. Eî'ea ths' 1) tkota
farmera <who hy inference fi-cm "Mdlrcha'st'z"
lettr are reveling lu low pricea f t- impie-
monita and surplus cash te pay dowîî thetefer>
are noftable te p3sy c îsb for their implements,
but as "M2Nercbaut" may flot koow lîcw, say,
hiriders are sIcl ln Dokota, I wiII say thit on
every ML\cCcrmik binder sod iii D.kota the
rat is to take r ebattel mortgage te the iuiple-
ment dealer te scut-c thse sale at the trne cf
making it, and as the drauving, exeauting and
filiing cf ohattel niortgagcs costa soiîîething it
la safe te assume that tlic fermer pays it. Tnis

is ýbQ jnQViW1hI qoiigeqtlonoe of' dQII« away

wifh thse equitable andu jiiît lien cri an imp-4P
mant wbich obtains in this country anid whicb
cos netbing.

I"lNerchaut" furfbor states tliat the impie.
moo)t doaler renlizs a profit thice, four, fire,
and even ton trnes as gi-caf aî thataverîgeiy t-
aliz!ol by the merchant. Nowthe whole force cf
this stafetiient lies lu its being trme. I deny
tisat itle esu, and as ail suob stafements, if fbey
have heen con8idured ut ail hefore hoiog made,
(which is extremely douihtful lu titis case) muait
bave figures on whiciî they are basoîl ; I thould
ho glad if "M.Nerciait" wculd again descend te
detals aînd figures sliowing bow ho arrives at
this conuiusioii, and I will uin<irtake te prove
that ho is inistakon , but, of course, lu deating
xiith a muater cf figures ani porcenfages cf pro-
it there hî eniy one way to dîs8cus the question
inteiligently and tliat is by reference te the
figr'es opnniî hiclî tise geriorai sfatemouta are
made.

In conchistlon 1 think "Manitoba Moerchant"
should aigu h4i owî rine to inucs a. communica-
tion as is iri question, and lu this way add
wcigbt or otlîorwiso as thiecase might ho te atate.
monta which seem to have little in tho nof thein-
solves. As "M2\et-chant" promises more lightin
the future 1 wili resorve anything fut-thon that
migbt ho Rtid uîntil hoe answers the queitions of
fact I havi raised amîd gives the figures asked
for. Tbanking yeu n u dvance for your court-
csy in publishing tîse ahove, I arn,

Yoiîrs truly,
F, W. Il. VANdut.

Xining ini British Coliumbia.
If. Met-polo, superintcndeuft o! the Placiflc

division of the Canaliau Pacific, was lu Ne'son
on Wednesday. Hol stansd thaf bis compsny
ball madle a $6-a- ton rate Dn ore fromn Nelson te
te the smoiter af Revelstoke. Thoeo is rie ex-
cuse now for tliaf snielte- te romain idie, pro-
vided its ewriers ese pt-op red to put-chaseoare
and mako reasonable chaxgtsfor tratiting. They
dlaim, lîcwever, that tiotil separ..fing works are
ereted iii Canada, the product of the 8eolter
muet bo slîipped te eltiser the UJnited Statei eor
te Great Britain. The duty of $30 a ton cri lead
prevents its sbipmnent te the Unaited Statesa mt a
profit anîd the low prico which lead sells lu
Great Britalu pt-evdnts its shipment te that
Icountry. Canada consumes thousanîs cf tons
e! iead annuaiiy, the product o! the mines cf
tîto United States anid o! Spain. If .he UJnited
3;tates discrimninates agairiat our produet by
piaciug a S30-a'ton dluty on it, Ctunada cannet
effet-c te h.tiadicap cuir leaci minles by aiiewing
tho preduet o! tho Un-ted States tr, ho admittcd
ut an Sa-ton rate. Ocîr trade ivit Spîain la
not impot tant enouglu te warrant the Dominion
Governnuerit in allowiag the preduct o! thtlead,
mines of that counctry te corne in coînpetition
ivitît tho product cf the Iead mtines cf Canada
Now tha' Canada is ou the ove cf produciug
eneugl ead te supply the demands of honte con-
semption, tiacre ia no gond resson why f oreigri
iead should be pracfictiiy admitted froc o! duty
Tho duty on pig bad sbouli bc raised te $30 a
ton; the duty ou lead inl bars, blcks, and
shoots to 1$50 ; and a uuifornt duty o! .10 par
cent placed on ail lead products. If tse change
leinadle, thse mines o! B3ritish Columbia will
atone support a hnndrod tbcusand people and
produce every dollar's worth of crude and menu-
faotured 1eci pse in tJiç Piîno~-es


