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TEG COMMERCOILAL,

A Short Trip on Vancouver Island,

Many poople who have rushed through Brit.
ish Columbia on the maiu line of thoe Canadian
Pacific Railway, and crossed in the steamer
from Vancouver t)» Victoria, go away with the
belief that they have thoroughly ¢‘donc” the
province aud have scon all thst is vrorth secing.
This is a great mistake. There are a number
of beautiful trips that can bo taken by water on
such streams as the Frassr river and other lakes
and rivors of the iatarior, without resorting to
staging it across the country, to 8sy nothing of
the voyagos that can be mide up and dowa
the coast of the main land ard Vaucouver
Island. But there is another trip by railway
which may be taken, of which it is our purpose
to speak. This is over the Esquimilt and
Nanaimo railway, sometimes known as the
Island Railway.

With the cxception of a short line of railway
at Comox, conunecting the Union Coal mines
with the barbor, this is the only railway on
Vancouver Island. The Esquimalt aed Naoai-
mo railway coanects Esquimalt harbor and the
city of Victoria with the coal mines at Nanaimo
and Wellington. The length of the road is S0
miles. The railway cnters Victorin necar tho
heart of the city, upon a splendid steel bridge
across the harbor, and from the depot on the
water front trains lcave daily for the other end
of the track. The headguarters and general
offices of the compiny are at Victoria, A.
Dansemuir is president, Joseph Hunter, general
supciotendent, and H. K. Prior, froight and
passenger agent.

Lieaving Victoria on this railway a short rua
of about threo miles will bring us to Lisquimalt
naval station and we get a glimpse of this
maguificent harbor as wo pass.  Oae or more of
Her Majesty s shigs will always bes observed in
the harbor. The selection of Esquimalt as the
British naval station for the north Pacific,
where so mauny fine harbors are available, is
alone a guarantee that the harboris a most
valuable one. Hercare located the arsenal and
naval stores. A fiae dry dock hai also been
established by the Dominion Goverament, and
it is the only one ia British Colnmbia. The
village of Esquimalt is a picturesque little spot
with its cottages alinost hidden by the luxari-
ant vegotation. The vine-covored cottages
remind one of an English village, and 1t may bLe
noted that tho plants and shrubs growiog here
arc nearly all of the samo varictics as are growa
in Eag'and, wheace they have been brought.
The climate is very similar to the south of Iag-
land. To Esquimalt isa favorite drive from
Victoria, and a delightful drive it is, through
the shrabbery which lines the road.  Aa oxten-
sivo pcttery is passed on the line between
Victoria and Esquimalt.

The scenery along the line of the railway is
of a varied and .uteresting natare. The coua-
try is well timbsered the eatire distance, with
occasional little patches of prairie oxtending
over & few asres.  The timber appara to be of
goad quality, especiatly toward the northera ond
of the road, and many of the trezs sttaio large
siz>. Altogether the country would appsar to
passcas geeat value for it3 timdac alons. Tho
prairic patches are neacly all noder caltivation,
and in some places the lighter timber & ctions
have been cleared to some exteat for parjoscs
of cultivation. Qaite a numbar of settlers are
scattered throngh tho country along the rail-
way, and many ncat farm housts, aud somo
handsome residences with tidy surronndings,

are observed. Where theto are now bat a fow
settlora, however, there is room for thousands.

The country is not 5o broken as that scen from
the railway on the mainldud, aud a great deal
of the land would appear to be well adapted for
cultivation if cleared of tho timber. Land
which produces such magnificent trees as some
of these tall, straight firs which are scea from
the car, should also produce fine crops. The
mild climate would permit of the cultivation of
a large variety of fraits, as well as grains and
vegatables. The general appearanse of the
country would indicate that it would support &
large population.

The scenery, though of a quietor nature than
on the inainlaud, is fice. Thero are picturesque
little lakes and clear streams. Now and then
a glimpse of the dark green salt water is obtain-
able in passing onoof the many deep inlets
which indent the coast of the island in every
direction. Tbe run through dense forest is
frequently broken by the appearance of a little
grassy meadow, where cattle are foeding, or a
prairie patch unler cultivation. Thea there
are hills which approich mountains in size, and
occasional ravines, which are crossed on high
trestles. Thebroad.luafed maple of Vancouver
Island is a handsome tree which gttracts atten-
tion as we pass. Many good wagon roads are
crossed. At Chenainus a saw mill has been
cstablished for some years, and & large new
mill is beiog erected this year, by the Victoria
Lumber Cowpany. Chemaiiaus has a good
harbor.

At Nanaimo we getinto the geeas coal region.
In this district three companics ara oporating
miocs. The coal here mined is claimed to be
the best quality anywhere obtained on the
Pacific coast, either in the Uaited Strtes or
Canade. The ontput from the differeat mines
aggregates in the neighborhood of 50,000 tons
per month, ard the principsl export market is
in California. The valuable cozl mices of the
Nanaimo district were of course one of the
principal causes which led to the construction
of the railway, Tho coal is mainly shipped
direct by water from the fine harbors at Nanai-
mo and Wellington, but it was thought neces-
sary to conncct the mining towas with Victoria
by a more rapid and direct route than is afford-
cd by water.  Coal can also bo transported by
rail direct to the naval stetion at Eiquimalt,
which isan importast consideration in case of
an cmergency. The company have a very
valuable land grant received as a bonus ia aid
of the road, and these lands are offered on casy
terms to sattlers.

Tho cxtension of the railway to the extrento
northern end of the island is contemplated, and
in time this will no doubt be accomplished.
At Comox, about sixty miles beyond Nanaimo,
new coal mines wers opened last year, and it is
not unlikely that the railway may be extended
as far as Comox hefore long, especially as there
is a good agricultural scttlement in that
district.

Bemarkable Exports.

Itisin tho Jgurosof cxports that British
Columbia’s trade shows up most prominently.
People who rush through the province on the
railway, often go away wiwi the idea that the
country possesses very little oatural wealth.
This is a most absurd conclusion, and one which
can be rcfuted by figures which do not lie.
Exports from British Columbia will compare
favorably with any part of Canads, in propor-

tian to population, aad thesc exports are neatly
all made up not of manufactured goods for the
production of which the raw matorial has been
ilnported, but are the natural productions of
the country. Exports from British Columbia
for tho year 1839 foot up a total of §5,811,511.
These figures ave the largest ever rcached fn
the history of British Columnbia, and for a
province with aun cstimated popalation in the
neighborhood of 80,000, they arc really enorm-
ous. What portion of Caunadw or of the con.
tinent. with a like population, can ahow such
export figures? In the light of theso reliable
figures, the idea sometimesoxpressed that Brit-
ish Columbia is not a valuable country, cannot
reasonably be entertaivod. Followlng are the
oxport returns fer the year 1889, of the prin.
cipal products of British Columbia :—

MINERALS.
Caal exports, 450,000 tons, at $1.50
por ton........ .. Ceerarenaas $2,023.000
Gold . ... & ceii i i, 448,192
Total vivvinnnrnenniennoennnn $2,513,192
FISHERIES.
Canned salmon, exports, cases, 403,-

B L $2,228,319
Fish, in pickle, 3,000 barrels ...... 46,009
Seal skins, 35,000 ................ 245,000

Totzal value of fisheries...... .. 82,518,319
YURS.
Total shipments............ ..... $ 300,000
LOMBER.
Exports, 32,000,000 feet...... .... $ 480,000
Total value of exports. ...... 85,811,511

Lumbsr = Trade

As Red Cedar is the proper name
for the timber of this province that
has been commonly called cedar,
without the qualifying word RED,
I will hereafter designate my shingles
and lumber manufactured from this
timber as

Red Gedar Shingles -

—AND—

- Red Cedar Lumber,

- - NOW IN STOCK: - -

3 000,000 .-. RED GEDAR SHINGLES
100,000 Ft. RED GEGAR LUMBER
FOR SASH AND DOOR FACTORIES.

"o PROMPT 7 SHIPMENTS. =

G. I. Siater,

VANCOUVER, B.C.
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