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THE CUMMERUCIAL

It is not generally known that corn is the
greatest cercal crop grown in the United States,
both in regard to quantity and value. Indeed,
as regurds the latter, it exceeds all other
natural products. A would-be wiso acro inter-
rupted the writer a fow days ngo in wmaking o
statement similar to the above, with the re.
mark that it was nonsense to tulk about corn
bojug the leading crop of the United States.
“Why.” went on this know-it-all, **Isn't wheat
called the leading cercal? And doesn’t every-
body know that wheat is the great crop of the
cortinent ¥ Now, what are the facts? Ac.
cording to the United States Bureau of Agri.
culture, the value of the corn crop of that
country is $427,000,000 annually, This is
nearly one-third more than the annual value of
the wheat crop, which is placed at $440,000,000.
Moreover, it must be considered that corn has
a sort of double value, as it appears ugain in
the shape of pork, which latter stands sixth on
the list in value. Dairy products come third,
or about three-fifths of the value of corn. Hay
stands fourth, bLeef fifth, cotton seventh and
poultry products eighth. Now as to quantivy,
the corn crop of the United States for 1887 is
estimated at 1,590,000,000 Dbushels which is
282,000,000 bushels below the aver
age. An average corn crop for the United
States would therefore be 1,872,000,000 bushels,
against an estimnated wheat crop this year of
dabout 430,000,000 bushels. The number of
bushels of corn grown in the United States is
thus seen to be about four times greater than
wheat, . .

‘Piie Manitoba milway situation is now dving
service as a subject for illustration by the comic
papersof New York. Alate issue of Puck
contains & cartoon showing a Red River cart
loaded with bags of grain labled Minneagolis,
St. Panl & Chicago. The cart itself is sup-
pesed to represent Manitoba, drawn by the
sturdy horee of public sentiment, and it moves
steadily forward and over the blocks of monop.
oly, injunctions, spur track and Government
interference placed in its way. The reins are
held by a farmer, who cvidently views with
disdain the petty obstructions to his progre:s.
The locatian is marked by a way post poiuting
to Canadian markets 700 miles of wilderness,
and United States, 60 miles. Of course Puck
-isa “little off’ in some of its features. The
idea of a Red River cart drawn by a heavy
horse, and driven by a white farmer, will be
somewhat atiusing to pedple here, who now
consider the cart an cbsolete institution, or at
best only a relic of the old days, when the hali-
breed, now a comparatively insignificant factor
in the population, ruled the roost. Puckis
also a little astray on the trade aspectof the
case. Theidcathat Manitobans are fighting
to gain an opening to United States markets
has no doubt been engendered from reading
Eastern Canadian papers, such journals having,
put forward this feature 48 an argument in
fuvor of monopoly. What Manitoba wants is
free railroads and reasonable freight rates on
her exports to the seabord, cast and west or
wherever ¢lse they may gu, as well as less ex-
orbitant freight charges on her general mer-
chandise trade. The cartoon, however, ex-
presses the situation in some respects more

forcibly than it could Lo given in words, and
will be appreciated by those familiar with tho
subject,
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Maxy Manitoba settlers have in tines past
seriously handicapped themselves by purchas-
ing oxtensively expensive agricultural imple.
ments, which their circumstances did not
neccssitate. A few ycars ago it was the rule to

commence furming by iiivesting heavily in im.
plements, whilst us a matter of fact, in some
iustances mnany of thess implements should not
have been purchased for a few years, This
heavy investment in implements will account
tor a good many failures on the part of settlers,
In fact, the majority of our settlers of a few
years standing have placed themselves in
straightened circumstances by purchasing ma.
chinery in advance of requirements. The fore-
going remarks apply more forcibly to settlers
who located here during the times of inflation,
when settiers expected to get wealthy in a year
orso. Still, even yct there is a tendency to
assume liability for machinery which could be
dispensed with for a year or two longer. If
the farmer have cash to invest, he may safely
discount the future by going in a little steeply
for implements which e could get along with.
out for a year or so. But when these articles
are purchased on titne, as is the case inama.-
jority of iustances, it is undoubtedly an unwise
plan for the farmer to burden himself with
machinery which he could have managed to
have got along without for some time in the
future. It would be better for him to put up
with inconveniences rather than tax himself in
this way. Unless the ready cashisat hand,
the purchase of implements should only be
made as the development of the farm actually
requires, and allowance should be made for an
occasional failure of the crops. Many farmers
are now struggling along under a heavy load of
debt, contracted by purchasing implements a
few years ago, which are hardly yet an absolute
necessity to them, The farmer with less thun
fifty acres in crop had better .hire his cutting
done than go into debt for an expensive binder.
The prosperous farmers are those who have
worked along gradually but steadily, aud who
have not gone into debt too heavily on future
prospects. The implement dealers thoroughly
understand the situation, and of late they have
as a rule refrained from pressing their imple.
ments upon farmers whom they considered not
actually in need of the articles.
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WiiLsT considering the great richness of the
virgin prairie soil of \Western Canada, it has
trequently been a mnatter for conjecturcas to
the length of time which this soil will retain its
strength under successive cropping and without
fertilizing. The custom in vogue among many
farmers of bu-ning the straw, has frequently
been condemned as wasteful, and one which in
course of time would tell scverely upon the
fertility of their lands. There is no system of
mauuring the land on an extensive scale prac-
ticable here, other than returning to the soil a
portion of the strength taken from it, repre-
sented in the vegetable fibre. It is well known
that lands in the Red River valley in the vicin-
ity of Winnipeg, have been cropped for = long
serics of years without any apparent reduction

in the fortility of tho soil, though nothing in
the shape of artificial fertilizers bad been usod.
‘The result of suscessive cropping on the Dal.

)} rymple Farm, in Red River valley in Dakota,

as’ published in the Northwestern Miller, of
Miuncapolis, will be interesting in this conuec.
tion: *“In answer to the question whetlxer suc-
ceagive cropping caused a decmasxug yiold, the
yield pet acre for ten successive yesrs was
taken and an average struck, which is “herowith
appended :

Year.....1877 '78 70 '80 'St ‘83 ‘83 ‘8L '8
Bushels.. 20} 16} 19} ‘23 17} 17} 17} 1921&222 2
It will be seen from this that an average crop
of 18 bushels and 55 lbs., or nearly 19 bushels
per acre has been gathered for ten years, In
the matter of oxts the yicld varics much more,
but with a good average, us follows :

Year coevennnas 77 '78 '70 80 81 'S2 ‘83 ‘84 35 '$6
Sushels..oe.... 68 42 25 62 51 42 42 43 41 Gl
Average of oats for ten years, 47 bushels to the
acre,” The abové does not show any apparent
deteriotation in the fertility of the soil, though
it has been tho custom to burn the straw, and
nothing in the direction of fertilizing has been
done. Stillit does not prove that in a few
more years the land may not show sigus of
fuiling. It has been the custo on the Dal-
rymple farm to summer fallow at regular in.
tervals. There are objections to straw fertil
izers, on the ground that it assists in propo.
gating weeds, Whilst the summer fallow is the
best meuns available of destroying the weeds.
If the latter will therefore answer to keep up
tie fertility of the soil, it will undoubtedly Le
the means adopted to secure this end. '
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Tug Regina Leader has made a most wonder-
ful discovery. The Leader belicves that the

* Miuneapolis millers are at the bottom of the

“Winnipeg agitation.” Hearvit: ¢The Yan.
kee millers are shrewd enough to see that if the
Northern Pacific gains admission into Manitoba,
they can get hold of our euperior wheat, It is
tiue they have a surplus of wheat of their own,
but only of ordinary quality, and they are will.
ing to pay a big price for our hard wheat. Let
the Manitoban Government accomplish its ob.
ject, and Awmerican Railways, American millers
and American dealers will reap the benefits of
its abundant harvest. In opposing the agita-
tion, the Dominion Government is sinply do-
ing its best to keep the wheat trade in the hands
of our own willers and our own carriers.”
What a precious picce of logic is contained in
theabove paragraph. The Minneapolis miller.s
“aro willing to pay a big price for our wheat,”
butwe must notsell it to them. We would
deprive our monopoly railroad of its exorbitant
profits upon -our whext, to the detriment of a
few Eastern millionairs, and that would.cer-
tainly be a crying disgrace t» Manitoba, It
would certainly never do to allow our farmers
to avail themselves of these ‘‘high pricea”
which the Minneapolis millers are so anxious to
pay for our wheat. They would be becoming
bloated capitalists aud our. mercbants would
get wealthy selling them goods, and we would
be driven to the necessity of forming auti-capi-
talist societies, and perhaps be obliged to im.
port Henry George and Dr., McGlinn 1o agitate
against the accumulation of wealth, The wel.
farc of the country demands that tho farmers




