
THLE OEITIC.

IL rogulated the employaient of boys:
IL, taucod au Lhe Check 'voigliman question: t
It required Lwa outlots fltted for the passage ai mou: o
If stipulafod for officiai roturue, irequeut surveysand reporta ai acci- c

dents : i
It empowarad insprotion:
ILprovided for Coroners in questa:
It laid doin the 'volt kuown General Blic: t
IL iurniabed s menuis for aupplumenting thesa by Special Rulua: i
And if impased peualties for nou-complienco. t
The originel fim romainod unchauged for many ycars sud the firet

ameudieuot af moment had to do ivith the restriction of oporations underr
the iandwttah. This wuasfait nocesury in the viewv ai tho very large moile- i
aga ai wiorkablo ca that lay off tho foreshiora ai Cape Bretan sud whichf
eau ouly ha ulfimsfoiy woan hy roserving accese thoroto. 1

Wben in 1880 Lhe F4oord pit explosion %vifli a las ai 43 ives foiiewedt
an irruptionof a ivater 'ivhict occasionod the lbas ai aLler six zeemed ta cal! t
for furthor iegis!afion, noedintst lookivg ta making inquisitions more t
c2aiching if possible tItan befère a eto introduced, at the saint lima the i
iondation 'vas ipid for more frequont inspections, %ybiet it mu.iy bore ho a
mentianed have doveioped iut regular itiouthly inspections by doputios ; i
the office ai Head Inspecter hain,- mergod ivith that ai ])eputy Commis- e
sioner ai Publie Works and Mlines, an office %ybich nione cardes itlait i a
muitipiicity ai duties.

Aufhority 'vas aie given for tho establishmeont oi a Bloard ai Examianers t
sud tho grantiug oi certificates ai competoncy ta underground officia s.i
Tis portion ai tho Act bas been since thoan expandod, mîuing achoo.s have
beau eatabliabed sud facilities furnished lu eech ca! district for aspiring
yuuug mon ta mare readily acquire the theoretisil knowlcdge demanded ut
tha examînatiane. The full benefit expected ta reeuit item titis stop tas
mot yet been fait, tbo preseut sate being ratIer ue of transition, but the
ultimata &avantageocf having aven a rudimeutary theoretîcai knawledge
added ta the practicai work cf coa! miniug canuet ha doubted, snd the
hanefita are atready mast marked.

A ruiner evil incident ta a transition stage is experienced lu the ton-
dency ai those holding certificafes ta regard theai as credeutials ai apecial
fituesa. This le ai course a inisteke, a cerfificaeo is ne gusaatee tat te
boldor la a man ai tact, ai common sanse, ai resauice, le capable ai directing
meu or ie lu shortsa good pitmau ; ail if dace le ta cerf ify that the bolder bas
actusily lied anome practical experieuco, sud passasses Saint of te qualifica-
tions that are desirahie for ane ongaged lu the menuagemeuL oi a pif. lu
Lime, howaver, ibis difficulty ahou!d cesse sud a sufflcieutly large numb,!r
ai certiflcated mon ha availab'e iroem smorg wihom selections may be mando
ai lbose pa sesing. besides a certificate, the more vatuahia pratticai qualifi-
cations e sentie! ta a auccessful pif manager. Iu this conuection remarks
]est year by Mr. McKay, Supervisor ai Schools, Hlalifax, ouI "Sohool Pro-
parafion for Industriel Pursuits I are 'varth repeating:-

0f one tuudrad pupile irto enter our commun eohoois, saii Mr. MRy
only 33 par cent complote hsixtb grade and 20 par cent the oi.-hfh grade.
1Rino per cent enter the academy sud four per cent romain Lhre years. Of
ton 'wbo enter the academy, oue mairiculatts iuto college vlith a ýview ta
ane or Cther oi tha icarued professions. The aLlier mine leave 'with a mare
positive dienike fer manus! wiork than irben thay lefs the comuimn School.
Sama ai thcm 'vi. theorer toacb, sud aLtera 'vil! become Clerke, book-
keepera etc. Why thoîîid educaf rouaI farces aud gaverumaur aid ho se
largoly expondcd lu preliàriDg tbe fowv iu Lafr, s as ta onab!e thoin ta
matriculate lu medicine, law or teadhiug. vb ile a'vriculturit opsng4

prcent, orthe workiug classts, are left ignorant of the fondamental princi-
p3le of chcmistry, butany and tho use of toots? 1Vliy are, artisans, compris.
iug 28 per cent, leai ithouf a kuowiedge of industriel drawing 7 Theso
aubjects are mot ouly ai more importauca3 ta ihese classes than latin le
to professional men, but aiea ai more practicai utility fa ai classes snd at
the samet lime, in tho opinion ai educational reformera, botter adapted es
educatianal inatruments for mental diecîp inz.

Mr. McKay thon 'vent ou ta consîdor wht canatituted tbnrbu b schoal
proparaticin for induetiial pursurta. Seaon things, ho thougît, 'vet neces-
tary ;A thorough it ndergarten traiuing; a sauna phy8ical oducation, goz;d
heaithi and muer- e; a kuow.adge, af resding, 'vriting, sud arithaie; a
knowledge oi histaîy sud economics; s knowilodga ai the physicai,cbesui
cal, aud physialogical forcas of the matarial 'vend; draiving; sud matnal
training la concluding ho roruîndod bis boutea that the iitorary clasmes
liad Se far directed education, the industrial c.aies wouid do so hereaffer-

But ta raturm ta, aur legi8iation. the intention ai thc numeous aena-
monts foiboiuing those ai 1881 which related ta rsîsing Lha standard ai offi-
cial knowlcdge 'vas obvioasy gond, but 'vo as a people bave a very gener4l
belle! that lu legisiation lias the panacea for aimosf overy ill, and honte it
inemotuncommon to find Acta draffod by tbose nntrained lu legal plirsea-

logysud'vii lmitd epcrence thughavieuty 'al!meaing, aepted

hasby roare sd rviod u ho am ladalo pîitifmay ho oven

The arius ttcm's a sraihteuontibocisuca eialngta certificated

Fire . 0t ct GO 18 ato ha ater a fXd e M f eal al ob law-
fui for auDy ana uat liaving a corificate af competency ta o ornpioyed et auy
mina lu this Province. Tho lime 'vas euhsoquontly fiXod for Jauuary lat.
1884. but aîthaugh thora 'vas lbe Acf applying ta ait mines, go'd. coal and
itou, sud strict, y rad ta sul wvore in mines, baye sud mon 'vîtbout excep-
tion, no attempt 'vas mado, ta oufarco ibis law. Again thora romained for
Yomr ou tha atatuto book, clause 44, aslensibiy framned ta reduca the nui'.
boe ai certificated officials roquired for tho aliau if wua intendad to roliove,

ly boit, aude ta rond, Ilbut the operalions bolow grognad shall bc undor
ho charge' of persans holding certifiates ne undergroîtnd mausera sud
ver-inon." ettictly cnforced, this, iu samne cases, would have requirod four
ificimils at Icoat ta supervise the operations of aveu as fewv as two working
SOU.

When raj$rosontatious hava beau made by tiiose whoae liberty af action
ras throatoued ta bo restricted tu consequonco of the Act bearing a couatruc-
ion beyond that intendod. tho auawer bas beau god-natutodly malle, IIthe
utention, ta ovidontly otherwise, and au amendmint ticxi ession eu correct
bc ambiguity.'

Or agaiu, ou complainte that important alteratians have bieon made ta the
nining Acta wvithouLthosa obiefiy affected lhaving an opportunity of study-
ug their bearing prier to thoir passage through tho House, thoy bav.-i called
iorth the rotnark, "lOh, the Govornmont Catnaot l)revout auy mouiber of the
Iou8e frca bringing lu an ameudmeut ta auy Acft." Tihis may bc genorally
.tue. but as thora ia a speciil departient devatud t.o mining mattors undor
ho direction of a meitibor af the Goverurnu, it has beau urged, aud it le
boughit f- irly, that ail Acta and ameudmonti reiating ta mines Bhou'd inva-
iably bu Gaverumont rmeses. Not oniy sa, but thiat no Act shouid bu
ptung on the iiuig comm'nity towards the c!ose af a session wheu it ie
aipossiblo ta carefully cousider iL, but rather that ail Acte relatiug to, mines
houid ho preparcd during recae and ba aubject to the criticismes of ail
ýliss iike'y ta ha affected by thein.

Tho Depaîttuant af Mines bas experienced officors capable af weigbing
lhe advintages expected to bie gained by additianai legielatiou, putbing onl
the one band tho restrictions ta h& imposed, aud on the other the possible
cost ta the industry, sud the attitude of this Depattment toivards any pro-
posod Iegislatiou should ho c'c.arly os abjiahed, as la uuderstaod f0 be the
euse in England.

The straug faith in the eflicacy af the more passage af legizlation teada ta
the asumptian that wbon an amendm,-nt to the mining law 15 proposed it is
aidence of ils noeessity. and our legisiatore are apt to cousider the opposi-
tion of mining mon ta o oxpccted0 and rather indicative af the necersity
thau otherwise for the additions! restriction. They therefore 8ay, let us
give the bll a trial, aud if it daeau't suit, wrhy 'vo can reliant it. As a sas-
faring people 'va know the bouefit dezived front tihe law requiring masters
and mates ta hold cextificates-let us app.y if ta aut mines a e done in
otbor counitries, aud not only require tho head pitmait ta hold a certificato,
but let u go further aud iuc:ude ail deputies. gas triera, shot firers, and aven
driversai foi-ting angines This ha, bean done, but the possib a combina-
tien of circumatances and conditions au flot beau carefully worked out aud
made ccar in the Act. lu ils present forra, the Act suggeste several ques-
tions on the intention rcspecting officiais. Haw many offices can oua man
flii DceB a certificate af bigher grade logalize the boider to, performn Lhe,
officie apporiing ta a ioweri

Agamn whotber the abject af the Act le tolely ta ensuro the employment
of suitabie mou or bas it in view ta fiud employaient for the gresfest numbar
af officiais. This quest ion arise when an attempt is mde ta foIlow thelaw
in a smail mine whero the full train af colliory officiais contemplstcd by the
Act doues uat scer wartanted. The uls af officiais beaides the owner and
agent reads as foil .ws:- manager, underground manager, avertusu, night
examiner, and shat*firer.

It is a grava question whether the avantages expecfed ta accrue :from
certificating abat firers and firamen snch as gas triersand nigbt examinera
aie not mure than me±t by thA disadvautiges tha complications ta, which te
law lu its prescuit ishap3 give riso. aud the infractiou of tbe lutter of the law
wlaen temp rary substîtutes have uuavoidabiy ta be rmndo of noni-certifieeted,
men. ln inakîug, appoîniments for these offices who cau know the fltnes3
af inen sa 'veil ns the mine managerai A B3oard af Examinera certaiuiy
cannof Taire the case af a shot firor, Wbo muet uat oniy know the law
relating ta firing abats sud the use af explosives underground about which
ha eau bo examned, but hoe must know tho ca!lu in vich the ahots aie ta,
bo fircd, how hast tha abats ehould ha placed, and whothor the pickmen lias
«Iproper' y workcd "the coal for the proposed shot. Especially muet ho
h8vo bacithono eogh ta refuse ta lire it; wbeu the conditions are nat favor-
able. To judge of this fitucas persoas kuowledge le essentiel. uat more
acquaintanca but kuo,.ledge ai a man at bis work, an-I who bas thafeo Wvall
as tbe manager af tho mine?1 And yet undor tae law tho 8election ia no
langer entrusted to flue officiai. of ail man the înoet iutorested in the appoint.
meut af fit pursans, but il is subjocf ta t approvai af whom? 1Nat aven
of a Bloard of Examinera, for thota ie no wiritten oxamination, but of a local
miner, irbo naymo bc h tho holder af an uuderground ianager'a cert.flcato
or COinputency.

Thit this 'vas intontional whou the Act 'vas framed in uot fur a moment
suspected, sud ,yet it in the rcsult wihen the iw cames ta ho put lu apera-
tion. It Sacs ivithant sayrug tbal tbo management af a mine 'vili appoint
the hast availabie mou to thn permanent positions aud tho bast men for euh-
8titutes wh-on such are requircd. Thon again for such an occupation a
driving an cagine, book learning. it hias beau cantondda. ans mat ad ta
tho efficieucy of a man ; if auythîng, rather tho reverse. as it leads ta
abstraction sud inattention ta immiediato surraundinigs Ana iL may ba
doubtcd if lu this case the stipulation rcquiring a cortificate la 'vartit tho
annoyanco il may a.. times Occasion ; ai auy rate lu its present farte, as ma
provision lias beau mnade for tho temparary substitution ai uucertiflcatc&
mon during tho uuavuidablo absence ai the regular drivers.

One anamaly cunncctcd ivith tle law respectiug tho cortificatfou ai
officia s bavin- ta do wîitti minra bas yet ta bo mentionnd lu tho Statutea
ai 1885 it 'vas required that future floputy luepectors of Mlines sauld ha
bole.ors ai certificates ta be grantcd subsequontiy ta oxamination, but this
clause 'vas au a later rovision thought ta ho a iitaka sund deietod.

CoMùruc , on.go 16,


