
ton ; but this the seldier positively ferbade. Ile had ciglit nonthis stili to
serve and he ment to carry out bis contract te the letter. Stryker offéred
hinm a furlough, and Gwynne thankfually took a wcek, thit lic mighit be by
his tather's side and help nurse hinm to bcttcr hcalth. Il fy thlat trne, tea,
the gnrrison wiil have growvn a 11111e mo~re accustomed 10 il, sir, and 1 shall
have less embarrassment in going on with try work."

Tw days before bis rcturn to duty there came a modificd sensation in
the shape of the report that a trooper of WVaynei; cornpany had deserted.
Ilc was a nian who hiad borne a bad reputation as a urbulent, mischief-
making fellow, and %vhcn Sergeant Ieary heard of bis going lie was in a
state et wild excitement. Ile begged to be aliowed te sec bis c3pîain, and
to hlm he confessed thai one of bis little party of three lîad seen the ring
drop front Mr. Maitlaud's finger the night of the firsi visit Ie Dunraven, had
managed to pick it up and carry it away inl t1e contusiou, and liad shoiwn
it te his friend in WVayne's troop %çhen they got back. The latter persuaded
him 10 ]et him take it, as the lockers of the men who wcre at Dunran
wore sure, lie said, te be searched. It %vas known that ho had a "rtidge
against Gwynae ; he was one ef the men who iras to have gone te the ranch
the night they proposed ridiag dlown and challenging the Englishimen te
corne out and fight, but had unaccountably faiied at the last moment. They
believed that lie liad chosen that xiight Io bide the ring in the sergeant's
chest : ho could easily have entercd through the window. And tiîis expia.
nation-the only one evor made-became at once accepted as the truc one
throughout the garrisen.

During the week et bis furiougbi the sergeant, fonnd time 10 spcnd ni iny
heurs by the bedsidc of Lieutenant Perry, îvho %vas rapîdly recovcrîn,,,, and
who by the end of the tvcek had been lifted into an easy invaiid chair and
wheeled in 10 sec Igr. Maitiand. Wheu nul with '.%r. I>crry, the yoting
troeper's tonigue ivas ever waggiag in blis piaise. Ilc kneiw many a fille
oflicer and galiaut gentleman la thc service ef the eld country, lie said, and
he admired many a captain and subaltera in that et his adopted land, but
the flrst one to wvhom he Ilwarmned"-the first onb te ivin bis.-tirection-%wjs
the young cavalrynian %rbo lind met his paintul %vound iii th%:îr dtfe:nce. Old
Maitland listencd te it ail cageily,-be hid already given ord ors that tige
finest therouglibred at Duaravea should be Perry's the moment lie vas a.i
te mnount agan,-and he was constantly revolving la mind how lie couid
show bis appreciatien et the efilcers who had betriended bis soi). Mrs.
Cowan, tee, neyer tired et bearing Perry's praises, and eageriy questioned
when the narrater flagged. There ivas another absorbed nuditor. %Vho never
questioned, and listcned vrith downcast cyes. It %vas site %rho eldom camne
near Ferry during bis co..valesceace, sine %vhe startied and astonished the
youag feilow beyond measure, the day the ambul.nce came t.oiwa te drive
him back te the fort, by withdrawing the hand heclîad imipulsively stizvd
when ai last . h appeared te bid him adicu, and cutting short lus ecagter
ivords with "Mrs. Belknap will console you, 1 dare say," and abrupîly
leaviag the rooni.

Peor Ned ! In dire distress and perplexity lie wehs driven back te lZos-
siter, and that vcry evening he did a niest sensible and fortunate thiag: he
told Mr . Sprague ail aboutit; and, iastead oftcondoliag vriti himn and bld.
ding hlm strive te lbe patient and saying that ail vwould ceaie right la lume,
the littie woman's eyes shone Nvitb delight, ber checks flusbcd with genuine
pleasure ; she fairly spraag from ber chair, and danced up and down aund
clapped ber baads and laughed îvith glce, and thea, when Ferry ruetuliy
asked her if that iras the sympathy lie had a right te expect trem ber, shc
only laughed the more, and aI hast broke terîh with,-

"lOh, yeu great, stupid, siliy boy ! You ought te bc wild with happiness
C'an't you sec she's jealeus ?'"

Aad the very nex: day she had n ton- talk wiîh Dr. Quin, whose visifs
te .Dunraven sll contiaued ; and ene brigl atternoon îvhen Gladys Mait.
land rode up te the fort te return cahîs, she managed te have a quiet chat
with her, despite the tact tbat Mrs. Bl3eknap sbowcd a stroag desire te
accompany that fair Eaglish girl lu ail threc et ber visits. lu tiîis effort,
tee, the diplomnatic services of Captain Stryker proved railler tbe much for
the beauty et the garrison. WVas it possible that MIrs. Sprague hiad eniisted
hlm aise la the good cause? Certain it is tbat the d.irk-featured captain
was Mliss Maitlands escort as slie left the garrison, and that it iras ivith the
ce sciousncss ef impendiag dceet that iMrs. i3chknap gave tterance te the
openine sentence of ibis chapter: Mr. Ferry lîad diitinctly avoidcd her ever
since his retura.

One ievely evening laie in May Mr. Ferry was taking bis first ride on
the neir herse, a splendid bay, and a perfect match fer Giadys Maitlaad's
faverite meunt. Airoady lind Ibis circunistaiicc exciled smiling comment
ln the garrison ; but ifthe young man hitaseit had notcd tic c1os resem
blance it conveycd no blisstul augury. Evcrybody remarked that hc hadi
lest niuch of bis old buoyaacy aand lite; and it must bc confessed lie was'
Dot leeking citiier blithe or weli. Parke had suigcstcd ridiag witb hlm,-
au invitation -,vhich Ferry trcnted se coldly that the junior stepped te tbiak
a moment, and began te sec tbrough the situation ; and se IMr. Ilerry was
suffered te 3et forth alone tbat evening, and ne one was sîtrprised when,
atter going out of the wcst gale as theugb lient on riding til tFe c Moncc, he
ivas presently seen te have mado the circuit et the post and was slowly
cantering down toivards the lovrer valicy. Oût on the castern prairie
another hersEman could bic seen ; and prescntly the two came logether.
Colonel ]3rainard took down his binocular and izazed eut ailier îhom.

11I declare," said be, Iltho!e two figures arc se mucb alike 1 cannot tell
irhich of îbem is Perry."

IlThen the other is Sergeant Gwynne, colonel," said Stryker, quietly,
"Put hlm in eur uaitoroe, and it would indced bc bard te tell the tire figures i

apart. Mr. Maitland told mc last wcck that that iras what se starilcd aad a,
zt:uck, hlm the first time lic sair Pcrry?"

(To bc Con1ia ued.)
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