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THE CRITIC._____

H-ILDLED.

"a'%a there ever a fate like mine ?" o-ried timu unhapqiy girl. - What
have 1 done that such a lot in life should be mine ?'

lier courage, lier brav -ry, lier hope and faillh, serned ail to give way.
Site was in despair. lier husband bclicved bier guili> of il great crime, and
she hiad no nicans of proving her innocen.ce. 'l'li unl) litilit tlàat tenaincd
to lier ivas that the real criminal wobLd coîifcss, and su fiels hcer fions lthe
accusation , but that n'as nîost unlikely. ln liez ùwn mîind sise belicvLd
that s'îs-ne lover of Lady Hiamilton's, %vild witli jealoufiy, hiad fired at lier ; if
su, it wvas nîost unlikcly that lio %ould accuse himself.

No, theros was 10 boise. Sise liad striven so bravely to bear a cruel fate;
bse had donc hier best , sise bad niade a bravc fighit where înany peup>le
would have mun away-and now it wvas ail cnded. So far %vas lier lîusband
froin loving ber that lie bellevet lier guilly of a t.rinie, thougbt ber capable
of a crime. The girl's heart faiked hier uttrly , bihe wu.Àld L.in have turned
bier face to the waIl and died.

ISir Raoul would not bave believed it," slic laid tu hiereif ; "alie would
bavc defended me."

AIl hoile wvas ai. an enîd. Sise feit tliat &bc could îîeçer intcres. herself
in life again. Then a vague, but none the less terrible fear, came over her.
She could not tell !a miglit hapj>en. Suppose that Lady Ilamilton
shoullu die ? Sanie one niust bc ptinished. Her hiusband liad said that ho
would keep lier secret , but suiposc that lic fuund i. iinpuss:ble 10 du £0-
iliat, front circunîstantial evidence, others sksspectcd and accused her-whai
should she do? 'l' here could bc nu defcnsc. Shc had been foignd bebind
the trecs, and suec liad said she %vas guilty. Could it bc withiti the bounds ol
possibility that sise, Iiildred, Countcbs uf Cara.en, %would cer bc hrought
beforc a public tribunal and tried for a crime of wlîich slie wvas perfectly
innocent ? lier vivid imagination rail riot about it. Shc pictured hersel
in a dark cell. ',he wept until frong sheer exhaustion blic slcî>t.

A knocking at the door aroused lier.
l-ildred," called Arley R.1ationie, Il 1 wisli 10 sc )ou-"
Papa," saisi the girl, Il 1 amn tired ot the Nvold-tited o.f niy flfc. l

nie die in lîcace."
Frarful of the attention cf his servanîts, liec iit anai~, returning agail

and again wiîlî the sains entrcaîy, but sl.e wîvu.d nlul 5cc hirn She refuse(
ail food, she never atîeniptud tu go tu rest, and nt lasi Arley lansonis grel,
alarnicd about hier. He would flot force open te door - that %vould creat
a scandaI, and the notion of scandai %vas as bitter as deai th lirn. It %va
with a feeling of intense relief th.it hc saw Lord Ciraven arr:'ç.

IdThis is a terrible business," hce said. ' Nly dai.gl.ter inust have becc
driven t0 greai extremes before she did tbis."

' dis ail a foolisli mibtakt " cried thc cai. Id %licrc ib sisc? 1 ivau
tu sec lier."

IA ruistakec "' said thc lawyer witlh dignity. Il Most zucsi would giv
your conduct auotlicr nine, L.àrd Caraveti Pcolilc should bc carcfu
beforc they mrake: such iiiisiakes."

"a W\'Iirc is l-iildred ?" crîcd the carl. Il 1 wauit t0 sec ber at onice."
.I amrn ot at ail sure that my daughtîer% iIl sec you," saidl A rley Rai

Sule " 1mrust say that she ha., lciî cruclly ticaited. You arc alaeu
tlic rcalm, Lord Caravens, but L.ave .)uu bciiîa.ed as a gentleman tu i
cbild ? Ilavc you trcatcd lier witti courtcsy or affection ?"I

IdNn, 1hiave net, bu.t thià is nul the ligne to discuss suc]. %ulijccts.
i'ant to sec my wifa-to apolcgize to bier"I

Thiat utterance cc'at the îiroud carl a grcat effort. It did nul toucilia
Arley Ranso:îîc.

." ';rnl-.fing mîorc thaa al>iuug> is duc, iiy lard," liv said gravaciy. IdYc
wnitea to sie, '.elling nie that îny dauglbîcr bas been guilty of an atte:npt
inurder. In the silence and darkness o% night you senti lier froin homne
îlîougb sise werc one of Lhc guiltiest crinîinals in the %vould. Vou dIenoun
lier tu ni, and tien you hurry afIcr lits sayin,; that 'à is all a inistakc. Sut
iîiistakes are 'loi Io bc pardoncd, my lord."

TI'ie carl kejît bis patience witli gracat dificulty.
4'Will you ]et sise sec rny wife ?" lic cried.

.ATlcy Ransome saw -.t b h ad &unc as Li~ itjudcîic, Li -'cils
limi Io go.

1 cati tell you nuîhling of ) uur whfc, Lurd (2.. -. ," lac 1a, liard
kiiow wbhcth-cr sise is living or deati."

Ilic carî's face changed
:Is she iii ?" lie cricd.
aEven thât 1 cannut tcll >cJu,' anbtcrit.. Uc Itawyç. "d NM dauglit

lins shtut licsrli up iii her ruons, anîd Lî,iacftààd lu sec icny um.. 1
ouly say 1:;.t since sise beard )ou bati bcliccd h. guilîy uf that Crime,
lias ncither cale) drunk, nor 3c).

.4 1 (t me go 10 lier dit, oncc," said Lord Caraî'cn. "dDo nul Lec liard
me, 'Mr. Ranionge-I have bad a great dont Io suiffer." Anid tbesc fi
ivords disarmed te laivycr.

*lîey %vcut togetbcr tu IUldrc 1' iuîî .lk>R.nsuiîic ijiukC fiât

d iliiltlrcd, I have sumelbing vcr> jpâztkul.à: tu .sî.> lu you openi t
door."l

Therc wa.- nol a sçï.,;nd, ki.d Lord C.iacn bci;ar. .a féc'. C'1h>arin
HIildrcd," said lier fatber, " I bave a meswgc fromn youîr liusband."

.tl!here %ras nt, sounti, andi, t.nxblc tu cunimul himtclf, tlîc cari cri
ou-

.4 lildrcd, for licavci's sûtc, spcak tu i.: Lac luic lis 1 %vaut lu
30u F,

The sound of bis voice scemed tu bave an electric cifect tipon bier. 'lli
next monient she turned the key in te lock and opeedt wide tlia door.

WVith a cry of fear andi surprise lie startcd back when lie saw ber. lie
hati seen ber lately so beautiful, so radiant-now bier long black liair liuni
iii disorder over bier slîoulders ; lier face mvas pale anti staineti witll tears, ilc,
cycaq ivre dum, lier lips white. lie hardly knew lier.

Hilimet :' hie cried. She looketi at birn with dim sad eyes.
"You :" she Baid. asIs àl you who thought me guilty of murder ?a"

lord Caraven turned, tu Arley Ratisome.
Lecave rue alune with lier," hae said. I 1Ihave îîîuch t0 sa'.

Mr. Ransorne went away. The carl entered the rouni and close'l tot
dour. Mie %vent tu bis wife, holding out. both bis liantis.

«Will you futgie tie ?" lie said. 1 can never p'ardon myself."
But she slîrunk froin hini.
IVou believed that 1 coîzîmitteti miurder," site answecd. ~ o

canirt toucla your liantis."
.. lildred, libten. It %vab almobt aIl yuui uii fAuît-yuu àaîid yuîî itcl

guilty."
"Nol of inturder," slie rejointd. - 1 uuld nul have suîîptubed ttîas yoz

would îhink me capaile of that, much as 3'uu dialike me."
II do not tiislike you, Hildred," saiti the carla iii a voice full of emotion.

dand 1 tarn indv.ed grieveti a. having uffendeti you. Du nut refuse w
pardon me."

"There cars bc nu ptardoni, rny lord, fur the wrong )uu havc dune Sz
sha replieti.

And thens the carl kgscii that, if cyer hc %vun lus .ilfe's pardun si woujo
bc a work of patience andt of lime.

II ..annuî believe," lic daiti, - dias, yuu will lac uinkind ut unjuât tu grnr,
ilildred-I haie suffereti more than you have."'

" That is flot possible," she rejoinet-' xîu une bas accuseti yuu ut à
r terrible crime."

" ut I bavec bublieAtd ani iinzîot-cnt lerbun," lic aaid, Iland it làidrc
tu inllict than to bear pain."

f - My p>ain ivould flot disioleasc ut discumnî>o.se yuu, ' elle rephetid.
Jhere ivas sometbing in ber maniner which haîf frighitened hitu-su

seenieti as though lier brain were dazeti. She diti not appear like bcrsel
le began 10 wonder if suilering andi sapense hati reaily driveri lier mad.

t 'I 1ildied," he, said, vety gently, -~ do you know %bat you ffighitin int
IDo 1 ?" . ai a*"egJ Crcarily. 1"1 amn glad. You ought 10 bc frigbîeoed

n about me. 1 have neyer donc yuu any harim, and you ha% c been mm
d unkindtu14 me-yuu have been cruel to tue, you bave matie mny lîfe hais:ta

tu e.

- Nay, it is flot surely su bad as that ?"'
a Il could flot well bc worse," sise 8aid.

le gazeti anxiously it lier. She lookei 1 ale andt wan, with îhc staxa
n uf bitter waccjîing on lier face. lIe saw îou that she shivareti lalce çc

seizeti with mortal coîti.
Il' Ilildred," hc cried, Id do forgive ine-yuu du not know hîow grieveda

amn to scC you like this. 1 want to tell you bon' the nîisundcrstandi:n
c bappeneti. Will you listen ?"
i1 IleYs," sise .eplicd niiechanically , auîd ahe tiat sulent and iiiotionioe

w-bite ha told lier the story. 8Shîe lookat ai in when it was entict erà
duit, dirn cyes.

I aiti lemy suri) , shc s.iîd, ** that Bllantyre matie tlia mistake. I alrm
~f wis.h that lie hid shut mie tbrougli the heari. Whiat have 1 to lîvc fur ?,
Iy -I coulti not âpare j ou, Ilildrcd-you liavc becn the good angcl of qy

lUe !" ha cricti.
I '-lu would bc bettes %vithuut sur;. 'iour casates arc ftcc anti unencc>
bcreti now-you bave roused yuurizelf Io a sensc of yuur dutias-you kan

te how tu perform îbern. 1 ani of nu moise use. 1 arn rorry that Joia
Bilantyre misseti his aigi."

Li - That is flot likc you, Hdldrcd. WVhere ns your brigbt cnergy, ycç
tu cheerful animation ?"
as She c.lasped ber hands ivith a alintder.

cc I amn 3ick," sise saii-" sick wi-th a terrible daspair."
Il lic wa.N at a loss mvbat tu say lu licr-shc scemie irninovable. bîuddmn

lier face flusheti, andi a briglit Iigbt carne int the cyca tbathbadbccn so b
IlYou sent Me froin your housc, Lord Caraven, and pronouncei cc

guilty on wvbal scerna tu me vcry slight cvidcncec. 1 may claim to bc
le iasi a8 credulous as yoursaif, yet 1 tieclarc that bad any une accuseti p
of murder I slîould not hiava believeti it. '\'or jutigeti me guilty at o=o-

4y guilty of lrying tu rnurder-l, wbo neyer in rny liUe tramlpled cvcn upoi
won.ti Why shoulti you have tbought that I ivished Lady Hlamilton deaW?

Ilc looketi slightly confuseti.
Il Vu remcimber that you tolti in you wcrc jealous of lier ?" bc te

ci "* Jealous." shc rajicaitid, dracarily. '1 Dîid 1 ever love you ieu,? 1 lait
rin furgotn- nîy brain is da'.ed, dull. 1 sccm t0 remcmber rîothing cirzý

hie cxcel t1uat vou judgcd mie guilty of murder. lhid 1 love you ?"
'Ilie wan face anti dirn cycs touched him inexpressibly.

on ",Vou ]lavo saiti so, Ilildred. 1 hope you will say the saine again,':
wi auswcrcd.

"«Neyer, if yoit thouglil ina guiîty of tmu-der," she saiti dccisively. "l
life, lias bcti a auge diaappuintnicnt tu mc, il bas been liard tu Vears iiii

lic nom. bat unC gîcain uf liglît. ];ut. il is ail uvcr now. Nowv digit you 1k
accuseti nie of inurdar, 1 have no furtbar interest, in il."

ta. Shc tuk d su siopic1css andi su tircar>' that he was dccply îîainc&
struck lîim ton that she lookcd lcrribîy ill.

ced Id lildred," hc saiti gently, '* bc mercitul. I arn mucb to blarce,1
you wAil suracly pardon nie."

sec Ilc îried t0 tourch ihem hantis, but sise drcw îlîcin pruitdl1y aw.
stcod beforc: hirn cicct anti dcfiant.

i-r- . . - . . . 1 . -- nu ý-


