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protty certain that the S. B, would havo en.
tirely demolished tho faco of the turret if
not entiroly dirabled it, and as far as cer-
tainty of nim was concerned it would havo
all tho advantago at tho distance tho vessels
woro apart, .

At the samo limo it is ovident that S. B.
guns will be entirely supoerseded whenover
rifled artillory shall bo constructed to fulfill
the specified conditions, for the samo reasons
that rifles superseded tho old smooth bore
muskets,

Tho gun of tho fuluro will follow the anal.
ogy closer by being a breech loader and with
the improved gun carriage the war machin.
ery of the period will bo complete, till someo
new agent of groater force, less expensive 1n
application and more destrutctive in effect is
applied,

| ———

Tue first part of the Report on the lato
Autumn Manceuvres in England, copled from
the Broad Arrow, appears in our issue today,
and will be continued till the whole is com-
pleted.

Our object in publishing this Reportis to
give our readers tho best; possible idea of
what hag really oceurred, the plan, object,
and method by which those manwuvres were
carried out, as well as an opportunity for
Jjudging of their possible value,

Wo would at tho same time remark that
newspaper criticiam on military manmuvres,
especially as developed by the English press,
is utterly worthless. It is havdly to be sup-
posed that any ofticer of suflicient experience
in actual practical warfare to be a competent
judgé, would so severely handle experimen-
tal mancuvres, and the value of the critic-
1sms of half pay subalterns, many of whom
have left the service. for reasons not credit-
able to their military mstinets, are worth
nothing; & man may be a smart newspaper
correspondent and & thoroughly useless as
well as stupid soldier.

This evil course is not confined to lay jour
nals, but professed organs of the services deal
very hardly with the design and execution
of the JAutumn Mancouvres. Our contem:
poraty; the Broad Arrow, is excessively
sovers on I, R, Highness the Commander-
in-chiefy because ho complimented the Gen.
eral Officers and Staff by the following Gen
ersl Order :~

“ At the conclusion of the Autumn Man.
@uvtes of 1872, His Royal Highness the Field
Marshal Commanding-in Chief has iafinite
pleasure i expressing to the troops general
ly his éntire satisfaction at the manuncein
which they have been carried out.

“ [11s special thanks are due to Lieutenant
General Sir.John Michel, G.C.B., and Licut.
General Sir Robert Walpole, IX.C.B., the offi
cers commanding the two corps d’armée,upon
whom, with their immediato staff, the re-
sponsibilities have mainly reated.

“ Divisional general oflicers, oflicers com.
manding brigules, and heads of depart.
ments, have carried out all the details of

i their respective duties with tho greatest zeal
i and aseiduity, setiing an example to the
tfcers, non commissigped ofticers, and nien,

including those of the auxilinry forces, under
their orders, which has found a ready and
willing responso on tho part of the troops,
Tho exemplary conduct of all ranks, and
the choorful manner in which they have met
tho fatigues and discomfort incidental to
large oporations in the field, have been
tharoughly apprecinted by His Royal High-
ness; and havo olicited from the civil popu-
lation witl whom they have been brought in
contact, the highest ond’ most deserved en
comiums, producing a reciproeal feoling of
cordinlity, which must boe considered in a
public sense as equally valuablo and gratify.

ing.
#The thanks of tlis Royal tlighuess are
also duo to the Umpiro stafl for the efficient
manner in which thoy have performed their
important duties.— By Command, J. W. Anx.
sTRONG, Deputy Adjuiant General.
#Headquarters, Salisbury, September 13,

‘the Broad Arrow contends that the thanks
of the Commander-in chief has been express.
ed in stronger languugo than that of the
pious Kaiser who * had reason to thank God
when things turned out hotter than likely,”
and doubts the fuct of the fufinite pleasure
expressed in the order.

As our contemporavy is a violent admirer
of Mr. CARDWELL it is just possible his dislike
to the Royul Commander-in-chief may ex-
plain tho uncalled for severity of the conclu-
sion of its leading article, which is entitled
uSham in Exceleis,’ it 1s a8 follows :—

tyWe havo beforo objected that {he fair
limits of sham and make-beliove were over.
passed in certain incidents of the cumpaign,
and the value of the manwuvres was serious
ly impaired in consequence. The samo re-
mark applies to this ¢ Order of the Day."" It
carries too far the art of making things plea.
sant, because 1t has no respect for the limits
~1e will not say of strict truthfulness, but
even of probability. It is no compliment
either to Sir John Michel or to Sir Robert
Walpole to suppose them capable of feeling
flattered by expressions so meuningless.
‘I'here has been scarcely an important inci-
dent in the manceuvres which has not afford-
ed ground for severe criticism, both in con-
ception and execution ; yet, we are (0 believo
18 Royal Highness feels *infinite plea.:suro"
in expressing his “entire satisfuction with
everything. Sir John Michel wins by a flank.
ing ‘march through a town supposed to be
strongly garrisoned, in the  general idea”
of the cumpuign; yet his Royal Highuess
ferls “infimte pleasurd’ in expressing Ins
* entire satisfaction,’” &e. Caualry are anni-
hilated by cannon three miles oft, which guns
were firing, not at the cavalry for the most
part, but at an opposing battery, and His
Royal Highness feels “infinite pleasure’ in
recalling ti;o fact ‘o mind. Guns without
ammuanition were supposed to have crushed
wholo 1egiments, yet the Duke is pleased,
The general plan of the campaign was mis-
understood ; the two armies mutually cut
ench other’s communications, turned each
other's fl inks,captured each other's baggage,
and oceupied ench other's ground—tho Duka
is infinitely pleased—Ged bless him!

«'We have no wish to spoil His Royal High-
ness's digestion by saying anything unplea-
sant, Tiis is only the second time of trying,
and muny things may be betler managed
next yenr.  Butwe have felt it to be no more
than our duty to protest in good timo against
the excess of sham, and of all sham, sham
praise is the worst, If you make belicve a
stone wall is a bic of alrial perspective, you
may find out the mistake by knocking your

hoad against it. If you choose to agreo that
o forest is a marsh, and then allow yourself
to be surprised by the enemy who uses it as
a forest, you will probably mnot be caught
napping n sccond time, A hundred shams
of this accidental kind- usipg the term acel
dental as schoolmen or philosophers may--
are not half so dangerous as sham praige,
which covers all accidents with u deceptive
gloss, and corrupts the faculty itself for per-
celviug the truth and for judging between
right and wrong. We fee! *infinite plensure”
in presenting the Duke with this iden for his
consideration, when ho next pens an * Order
of the Day." -

While quite prepared to admit all e erut.
icism wo cannot t6o seveiely condemn tho
uso of such language by n military journal,
and in noother country in tho civilised world
except England would it be tolerated.

It is o direot attack on discipline, and it is
o direct abnegation of duty for any journal
professing to be an exponent of military
interests to indulgo therein.

There i3 one error for which wo do not be-
lieve the Duke or CaMsripgk to be account.
able, but look at it as the result of the Wan
MixisTeR'S interference tht lies at tho root
of all the allegod mistakes of the campaign, it
is that of * prescribing the man@uvres,” and
thereby restricting the Generals in the field
to movements incompatible with tho real
strategy or tactics which the case under con-
sideration demanded, and at variance with
all actual experience in warfare.

The Brord Arrow and its contemporaries
conciously or unconsciously are preparing
for the British Army a system of Field Depu-
ties taken from Attorneys-nt-LawManchester
Cotton Spinners, or Birmingham Iron Found-
ers, that will leave the old Dutch prototypes
nothing to hoast of in the way of disgrace
and disaster,

The “General Orde:” w s a fitting termin-
ation to an arduous service, whateyer the
Broad Arrow may say to the contrary; vut it
is evident that nothing short of & grave dis-
aster will awaken the people of England to
a sense of the fools paradise in which Whig
Radiealism hns landed them,

Tue olose of the Autumn Manwmuvres in
England has given opportunity for a good
deal of eriticism, by far +ne larger part of
which is worthless except as & newspaper
article. Several journals, however, have un-
dertaken the praise-worthy task of speculat-
ing on the probable consequences to the
army and the effect on tho foreign policy of
Grent Britain; amongst others, the coires
pondent of the Monireal Gazetle, in describ-
ing the finul review of the troops and the
march past, says :—

“It would add much to the intercst of
these great militavy shows, (the taste for

which, hitherto dormant, is fast growing) if
.select bodies of colonial troops could take
part in them. The presence of even a single
company of Canadian militia would have
doubloe the enthusinsm with which the army
was raceived,”’

We have sent a detachment toWimbledon,




