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cach column would havo its own advanoed
guard aned set of outposts furmshed trom it,
connection heing kept up botween cach, It
the fronm of tne army 1+ n narrow one, 1t
might bo covered by a division which would
havo its advancod guard, aud from wlieh
thooutposts would Lo furmshed. Colonel
Hamley, in his + OUperations of War, ' says
advanced guards may consist from one.
twentioth to ono-tenth of the wholo force,
acording to ciromustances, when an army
is advancing ou Unlferent roads , and m tho
case of a division being i advanco, 1ts adl.
vanced gard would e i the same frocopont -
tion, which will give us av nlea of what the
strength of outposts should be, Then with
regara to tho distuinee between them aned
tho muin body, the rule 1s this, that they
should bo su farn front, that 1f attacked
and obliged to retire, suflicient time would
bo given'to the army m rear to form up m
line of battle ; s0 that the distance would
depend on tho lengih of time required by
thio forco to form, or in other words, oa the
amount of the forco. At tho same time
thoy must not bo so far sdvanced as to be
liablo to Lo cut oft, aud thus complotely fuil
It attaining their olyect. Good cavalry well
m advauce, however, ought to prevent any
fear of this happening. You mmy remurk
that the nature of the ground would have n
strong influence n the decision of all of the
foregoing points.  And now wo come to the
disposition. As I have already tuld you,
outposts have threo prmcipul component
parts—sentries, piquets and their supports,
Lhese are disposed in three concentric hnes.
at certamn distances nud at lateral mtervals
tho whale being romewhat 1 tye shapo of a
fan Ths outer and most extended hino con.
8188 O puruies of invo furming » continuous
<hain. “The next line conuists of the plquets
which furnist: the sentries, and 1s iess ex
tend.d, and the thud hine of the support
still less extended.  LBuch of these hnes are
Kept 1 coustant cummumcation- some
times by s1ght but always by inens of pat.
rols, or small purties of men, w.der & non
commissioned oflicer sent out to sce what s
going un. It is usual to rest the flanks of
out}.0sts on unpassible obstactes, natural if
possible.  If they cannot be obtmmned, we
sometimes rest them upon ai tihieinl ones, such
as field works ; or the outpo ts may bhe
thrown buck to connect with the man body,
or regular flank outposts may be established
on the flanks of the mun body. Lateral
communication is kept up by tho same
means betsveen each party, communications
bemg wada through walls or hedges, 1f any,
ana at night laternsl communication is kept
up by tho sentries. Thus 1t ought almost
bompossible for a cat to nass through these
lines without bemng dotected. Now, as the
actual posting of the several component
parts of che different lines:  First weo will
tzke tho sentries. In posting them the fist
rule or desideratum s that they should sco
and not be seen.  Of course it may happen
that both these points canuot be obtained,
in which case the latter must be disregard
ed. Then as few men should be used as is
compatible with the work thoy have to per
form—viz , to leavo no part of the ground
unwatehed, especially roads and paths lead-
ing from the enemy. It may bo asked here,
Why should outpost senfries bo always
double, as it would seera to bo contrary to
tho rulejust given 2 But there ate several !
good reasons for doing so. If men :\'erel
posted singly at night, they would have a *
tendency to closo on one another, “ned thus
leavo gaps in the line, nnd being two and

woather, each sentry has to communicate
with its neighbor, and if it was single, he
would loso tho spot on which he was posted,
and leaving an opening ; whorons, when
Jouble, ono man rematns on tho post, look.
ing outto his front, whilo the other patrols
to lus right, and by relieving one another,
they provent drowsiness, Then in day or
night time, if anything is scon in front which
must bo reportod, it mught be necessary for
tho man secing it to go back to roport it to
tha oflicer, and if only ono man was on tho
post, ho would havo to leave it unwatched,
and might not be ablo to find tho spot agaln.
Then one man might go to sleep, bo taken
i1}, hava a fit, or desert ; whilst it is not so
likely that two men would do so at tho same
time. It is ovident, howaver, that at night
orn thick weather mors sentries would be
required than in day time, and they aro
generally brought back alittlo also. Inday-
time tho sentries lay quiet, and do not move
about, but nt night they act as 1 havealready
told you, Thoy would not fix their bayonets
if there is sunshine or moounhght, as the
gleaming of the bright steel is likoly to be
tray their position. Sentries should never
ta posted near & wood, ravine, or spot in
their front, from which a sudden rush could
be made upon them. If there is anobstacle
m fiont—sucl, as a river, canai or marsh—
tlio sentries as a rule, should not “o placed
on one sido and tho piquet on the other.
There has Leen, and is, » difference of opin-
son about allowing a sentry to smoko. I be-
liovo the Prussins rather wink at it, espe-
cinlly with regid to their videttes. It cer-
tainly would tend to keep o man awalke, and
and were it not for the first lighting, n pipe
would not show so much, but on the whol[:),
I think a man on seatry or videtto had bet
ter do without his pipe, or he might chanco
10 have it put out in an unpleasant manner.
Santries should berclivved every two hours
Ly day, and every hour by nieht or in severe
weather,  Sentries on outpost duties pay no
compliments. ‘This is the only case in which
the strict respect to ofticers, most properly
required from all soldiers in our seivice, 13
not demanded, and the reason is ev dens,
that, as the soldier is employed i an impor
tant duty, which requires all his attention,
even the respect due to his superior, which
is inculcated in him from the first tay he
Jjvins, must give way in this case. Sentries
must be warned not to fire uunecessarly,
eapecially «t night time. They sheuld pay
attention to the shighteet thing thev sce; a
Jdoud of dust may mean q great, desl, the
glitterof arins, barking of dogs, srushing of

leavo n fowmen to contain them, and the
object with which they wero posted would be
frustratod, But a piquot may, and should,
strongthen itsolf by meansofslight tronches,
obstacles, &o. ; thus enabling it to hold out
longor and rn'lly its sontries. Jir William
Ried montions, in referenco to this, a caso of
an oflicor of tno 52nd Regimont, who, when
in chargo of an outpost during the opern
tions of the Passago of the Nive, in 1813,
strengthened it so well that tho piguet had
no occaston to retire until thoir sixty rounds
were nearly expended, thus enabling the
troops Lehind toassomble, for it was Decen
bor, and thetroops woroscattored in houses.
Having decided on tho spot, the officer com
manding takes measures to inform his sen
tries whero it is, piles arms, and puts a gin
glo sentry on them, whoso duty besides tc
watch for any signal from tho sentries, It
circumstances do not admit of that, it may
be necessary to place another man in ad
vance betwoen him and the sentries as o
communicating sentry. The officor then
communicates with the piquets on eachside
of him and with the reserve, sending to the
fiold officer of the outposts a sketch of his
ground if poasible, With regard to fires, it
is always bettor, if the weather will admit of
it, that thero should be none, and that tho
men should bring their rations cooked.
However, tho field officer of the day would
sottlo that pomt. If a firo is allowed, it
should be concealed as much as possible,
and only part of the men allowed at a time
to lay near it, particularly at night, Tho
rest, being on one side, would flink a sud
den rush on tha men at the fire, who would
be visible to the encmy.

Thero should always be two or three cav
alry soldiers with each infantry piquet, who
should be used solely Yor carrying back in
formation. When there happens to be a
high buil ling, or even a tree ; near thespot
where tho piquot rests, a sharp non commis
sioned oflicer should be sent up with glusses
to reconnoitre, who could communicate by
means of a string with those belos. All in
formution should be sent back in writing,
and tho source from which he informition
wius received should be stated ; also the
number or name of the piquet, and the
hour at which the messenger wxs sent ofl.
A piquet should not retire hastily, unless
pressed firmly by superior numbers. If the
attack is not made by a large force, n piquet
should not retire untilit sees its flanks ure
being turned. If one flank only is turned,
and the cnemy fow in number, by remnining
fis m, it may bo ablo toattack them in flank,

cattle or game without an apparent case, , or sn rear if they press on. The position of
and a thousand other things may convey the piquet should be changed at night, or, if

important matter to the mind of an intelll- |

gent man, and be of great use in obtaining
information as to the position of tho enemy.
The necessity of being more on the alert in

brd weather must be impressed strongly,

notonly on the sentries, hut on everybody

on piquet, that being tho time generally se-,

lected by the enemy in making an attack ;
Inkerman agiin was un instance of this,
Tho piquets are posted about the rear of
tho centre of their line of soutrics. The
distance would depend on circumstances.
They should of course, be near enough to te
ablo to support thewr sentries if attacked,
and out of sight of tho enemy, and in sight
of the sentries if possible. It 13 recommend

ed that they should tako advantage of a hol

low or rise in the ground, if convedient, or
may lay bebind o house or yard, but never
in 2 house. A piquet should never shut it-
self up unless distinctly ordered to do so,

two prevents that, and gives them more
confidence. Then at right, and in thickl

which would rarely be done. Ifit did 8o in
caseof am attaclk, 1t might boe surrounded,
and tho enemy would thon press on and

the ariny is halted for any time, the officer
in command should be careful to mako his
men sleep by squads in the day-time as
much as possible, doing the same himself;
tho rest remaining on the alert, By this
means thoy will all bo more able to do the
night duty, which is the more important.
We now come to the reserve, or support to
the piquet. It is not necessary that every
piquet should have its reserve or support,
but generally ona tor avery tws. The samo
directions as to the posting of the piquet
hold good as regurds the reserve. It is
generally posted on or near a main road, at
a convenient distance, and the field officer
would remain with it during the night, un-
less there was a main body of outposts.
Piquets and their supports pay no compli-
ments, further than when & general officer,
or the field officer of the day, approaches,
they fall in and stand to their arms.

‘The reservo or support, must connect with
the piquet by means of sentries (single) and
patrols, and with the neighboring reserves



