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to enforce prohibition has neyer yet been submitted by
n Governmcnt to the votes of nny nation in the world.'

(3) :-Prohibitory Legislition has produccd smuggling,
law-breaking, corruption, -nid rnany evils whliich niay bc
ivorse tFan the drinking custonis or Ontario say fifty )cars
ngo. Î\nd the conclusion arrivcd at is that <' wc can continue
to inprove %vithout -attemp-,ing dangerous exi)eriinrjts on
so delicate and complicatcd an organisni ag modern society."
And duis although Principal Grant decribes Canadian
Society as being imhucd with a I bealthly, retigious
sentiment . . .. %bicli responds to cvery sine appeal with
regard to admittcd cvils." A "salle appeal " prcsunibly
would be a law of the realm, cnacted b>' larliamient at thle
request of a mijority of such thoughtful, and sane people as
thie Przincipal helieves Canadians to bc.

Probably Dr. Grant lias not yet publishied a'l bis articles
on the question, in whichi case his words înay cone with
>css uncertain neaning, in those to tollnw.

JOHN BRIGHT ON PREACHINO.
(NCE in a while newspapers invite opinions front Public

men on questions concemning, cliurcl woik, and flot
in'r quently inlercsting answers arc eliciteti, containing vicws
whicb have practical value. .NO question has b)en dealt
witb more in this respe)ct than that of preaching. Ilenry
Irving blas been asked bis Opinioun and lias given it ; so ha~ve,
Jolin Ruskin, John Morley, 'Mr. Gladstone and others. while
there is tic end to the advice emianating froni popular
preachers. The lato john Bright was appiroachied ini the
matter. lcw of the public men of Great Britain %vere more
capable of giving a souind reply . In part hecre it is:

". I have neyer beeni ini the habit of writing out mny
speeches, certainlly not for miore thanl thirty years past, '[ie
labour of writing is bad enougli and the labour of commit-
in~ to mnemory wvould be intolerable -. and speeches read to
a meceting are not likcly to be reccived with niuch favour.
It is eriough to think over what is to bte said and to formn
an outline in a few brief notes. But flrst of alareal
knowledge of the subject tu bc spok'en of is required ; with

that practice should muake speakirg easy. As to what is

would seern that Iules applicable to other spcaking will bc
equally applicable ta the pulpit. But in the pulpit a mani

iexpected to speal, fôr a given tinie, on a great theme and
$ with less of exact material than is obtainable on other

occasions and on ordinary subjects. ilnd firther, amaj'ority
of pieachers are not good speakers and perhaps could not
be made such. TIhey have no natural gift for good spcaking,
they are flot logical in mind, nor huli of ideas. nor free of
speech and they have none Of that natual readiness which is
essential ta a powerful and interesting speaker. It is
possible, nay. pcrhaps very probable that if reading sermons
ivere abolisbed, while some sermions would be better than
tlîey are now, tie niajority of theni would bc simply chao
and utterly unendurablo to the most patient congrcgation.
Given a mari with a knowledge of bis subject and a gir for
public speaking, then 1 think rcading a mischief; but given
a inan who kiiuws little and who lias n1o gift for speaking,
Ibert rcading sccrns to lie irîevi:able, bccause speaking as 1
deem it is impossible. But it must be a terrible thing to
have to read or spe-ik a sermon every %eck on the sanie
topl"c to the same licople, tertible to the silealcer and hardly
less so Io Ille hecarers. O4i1Y crcni Of grcat niind, great
knowledgc and gteat pîower can do this with success. I
Wonder tlîat any mian can do it! 1 often doulit if nny min

has ever donc it. , . where a mani cani speak ]et bum speak
-it is no doubt most effective ; but whcre a man cannot
speak, hie mnust read. Is flot this thie sur of the whole

On another occasion Johin Brighit, wh1o wvas noted for
the purity of lus dictionu, in lits piopular addresses,
acknowledgcd lus inidelbtedness to th ile, espîecially to
thie l>rophecies of Isalah ; ind bo Ille pocils of M1lton. 11i
his fatlicr's nuili ait Rochdale %vas a foreniià of file stturdy
non.confortiist type, who cvinced greit initercest ini Jol
B3right who as a boy ivas engagcd in luis fither's <uflice. 'l'lie
forenian etîcouraged Bright to cultivate public speaking and
both of tlienu used ta repair to a quiet place out nf the town,
on Saturdi>s, wbere the boy would recite passages hrmlis
favorurite prophet -nid poet, the foreluuani, corrîccting anid
suggestinig. MINS. Brightfs saxonu vocabulary, and lits 1012>'
style, lie attributcd no small degree to tluis carly practice.

THE OHURCH IN QUEBEC.

r a~ recent ileeting of Ille counicil or Maisonneuve a
report was made hy the cl.,zk whicli throws consider.

able light on thîe exemption pirivileges the Romna Catholir
Churc'î enjoys ici Quebec. 'l'le clerk says.

"'l'le jesuits, C'hristian Bîrothers and Sisters of l'overty
ail possess property ini the town for whlicli 110 reVCIle
accrues to the nuunicipahity, anud yet duey expect to hiave
sewCerag?, witer, miacadamu roadi and sîdewalks supplied on
thteir property ait Ille expense of the taxpayers. 'l'its WC
consider unjust, and an effort is projuoscd to bie niade tlîis
ycar, as there was last year, ta have the P>rovincial Lgsa
turc give the niunicipality power t0 inmpose taxes on the
proper:y in question. The jesuits have lueld tlîeir juropcrty
for seventectn years; without paying a cent of taxes, and yet
thîey uise only part of it, on which is a building used as a
country bouse for inembers of tlue ordur to rest. hu
balance of the lanid is let for farining purposes. 'l'le
('hristianl Brothiers use their property as a board ing-sch opl.
whicli pupils froin Maisonuneuve attend, and tlîey have luecn
exenmpt fromn payiîug taxes for over twelvc years. 'l'lie
sistcrs or 1'over:y have held their property for soniethiaug
over seven years and have tiever paid any taxes. It is
clainied tluat these prolucrties arc lield simply for spcculatio,,
and it is considered very unfaîr that tie owners should lie
exemnpt fron taxation while waiting for ant opportunity to
dispose of iluemni t a hig price."

In a discussion of the question Fathuer Lmicux is
rcporied to have maintained tîtat it wvas directly contrary to
the canon law of the Cburch for any civic power to impose
a tax on church praperty. If thue Archbishop chose ta
grant permission to bte civil pover to imîpose a tax it
could bc exacted, but not othcrwisc.

THE PASTOR AND THE SABBATH SOHOOL

T1HL' close relationship betwccn the pastorand the S.ibbatb
'Schooh was lately well described by ltcv. Alexanuder

Henry, Philadelphia, at a meeting of Preshyterian Ministers.
In part hoe said ;"Evety pastor should strive tu féel that bieis
pastor of the Sabbath Schoul, hience lits .luticç and privileges.
Many ministers do not realize their relation to the Sahl mth
School, thereby losing precious opportunities for work. lly
adopting miodern nuethods of work th;ec Sabbath Scbool
prescrnt-. the incst possible sj'ht're As lbc plans of woik
here arc constantly changing, there is ronisi for inîîurove-
niuent. It is a fine field for evangclistic work. %Vu should
reap the harvest in the school by wise methods, that have
pioved stîccessful clscwhere, bhe iiiost îç)aî~n~'f aIl
converts bcing froni the rauks of the yé,ung. 1'aýtors will
thus win thue licarts of tlieir bziys and girls. Thuat mani who
rcalizes titat lie us pastor of liue Sabbatu S,.hool wilh lie iiuure
apt to have a settdcd ministry."

15 your subscription rentewed for C898? If flot pleasc
do so before the close of the ycar.
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