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Death of & Missionary.

Mr. Donald H. MoVicar died ou the 20th May, at the Orow-
stand, near Fort Polly in the North-weat Torritories, Ho was a
Creo Indian, a grandson of old Chiof Mistawasis who patsed away
a fow months ago, and in ohildhood ho was given into tho care of
the Rov, Jamos Nisbet to bo educatod as a ward of tho Preshyterian
Church. On lis adoption he received $ho namo of tho Principal of
Montreal Colloge who was thon asnow a membor of the Foreign
Mission Committee. Ho proved himaelf to bo a student of muvh
moro than averago powers, and when ho graduated in Arts he
carciod off the ailves medal in Natural Science the highest distine-
tion in his nlass. Threo yeara aftorwards, in 1887, he completed
his courso in thoology, was licensed and entored upon Iandian
Mission work as teacher and interproter at tho mission where ho
has spent his last days, He was nover ordained. Thore was in
his naturo a roticence and absence of aggreasivencss, eapeoially in
the way of taking the lend among his own people, which in his
opinton disqualified bim for any position more reaponsible than
that of teacher or interpreter which positions ho filled with great
conscientiousness and no little success. He served the Church
successively at Okanana, File Hills, Mistawasis and for tho last
two yeats at tho Crowstand where he had begun his workand where
» yoar or 50 aftor graduation he had married his Indian wife. In
his student days ho had a remarkably sound and vigorous consti-
tution and was disvinguished for his excellence in athletic exer-
cives especially such as rucning and anow-shoeing, no less than for
his high placo in the class-list, but abvut & year ago symptoms of

Lthat dread of the Indians—consumption—began to manifest them-
solves. Ho understood the danger and although both the local
dootor and the members of the mission staff did what they could
for him its courso was not Jong and he has bacn taken away.

The Rov. C. W. Whyts, the missionary, in communicating tLo
nows of his death, says * His mind wandered a good deal during
the last fow days. The firat tims I went to see him ofter ho got
worse, he had bis biblo open +.t Jobn xiv. He askod me toread tho
23rd Psalm. He apoke about going to Winnipeg to aeo thedoctors
there, thon he wandered off to talk about his work, etc, Hia
death is a great loss to us and it is a great personal loss to me,
The moro I know him, the more I liked him. He was generally
quiet and reticent but often ho would talk very freely. He was
kind and truc and constdering the Indian influences that wero
always about him, he lived on a ligh plane, He was mcst con.
solentious in bis work here, especially ths interpreting., 1 shall
not forget how pninstaking he was in the work of translation you
gave him, That work was a great pleasuro to him.”

This translating to which Mr. Whyte refers1s a veraion of St,
Luke’s Goe, \l in Cres whioh Mr. MoVicar mado ab the request of
the Winnipeg Foreign Mission Committee. He make 1t dicectly
from tho Gretk, but with the aid of all the critical appliances ho
could reach and did 1t with the greatest pains. When completed
it was submitted to the Rov. Bugh McEay of our own Church, and
to ths Rev. ,ohn McDougall and E. R. Steinhauer of the Mothodist
Church, of whom the two latter have spoken Cres all their Lives,
Theso unito 1n pronouncing the translation accurate, wdiomaticand
excellent, This translation is now being printed. The Winnipeg
Committec had a plan of having the whole Bible done inlo the
language of.the Crees of the Plains with tho help of tho British and
Foreign Bible Society, but its unique agent has beon carried off in
the prime of his powers.

Conditions and Results in Korea..
BY RRV. GEORGE HEBER JONES, SEOUL, KORRA,

Geographically, Eorea extonds from 33° to 42° north latitude,
and has abont the samo number of degrees expavsion in longitude.
The olimate is cquable, and the country lies between two warm
acean correnta. Korea consists of 100,000 square miles, and is as
mountainous as Switzerland. The origin of the people is wrapped
in obscarity, but thoy probably came from India. The people aro
about five feet fivo inches in height, and manifoat less of the
Mongolian fcatures than the Chiners or Japanese.

Theao Eoreans live in mud huts, straw-thatched, with rooms
about cight feet square and five to six feet in height. It is a
poculiar thing to say, bul, novertheleas, it is a fact, that the
Korcan sloeps over tho firo. Tho rooms aro coustructed so that an
intricato system of flues rans over tho floor. Over tho flues aro
Iaid fiags of stone, on top of which mud is plastered, and over the
wholo a heavy thick oiled paper is pasted. The fire by which the
ineal i3 caoked is conducted into these flues, and on top of this the
Korean sleeps. Tho peoplo are agricultural, the great mass of
them being occupiod in rico onlture.
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Tho position of woman in far from a desirablo one. The heol of
heathenism resta heavily indecd on the neok of man, but it rests
infinitely moro heavily on the neck of woman. Sho is taught in
childhood that sho muat hold herself subservient to hor fathor’s
will, in wifehood to her husband's will, in widowhood to that of
the oldest son. Ohristianity comes with a welcome and delightful
omancipation for hor,

It was God, not man, who hold out any promise of success in
Korea to the Church when sho ontered upon her work there in
1885. To human vision the difficultios appeared g0 enormour and
the conditions and views of the peopls 20 complotely petrified, it
was not only folly to attempt work there ; it was a wasto of energy
greatly necded elsawhere. Tho results in the peninsula to.day
provo how unfounded was such an arsumption. There, as every-
whore, it is true that man’s distress and helplessness was God's
opportunity.

A word as to the conditions whioch oxisted in Korea when
Protestant Christianity Grat began its work :

1. Chrisvianity was in a very i1l odor with tho Korcana at that
time. Within the memory of most of those living » mighty porse.
cution had taken place, by which over 10,0(0 Xorenns, converts to
the Roman Cstholic Ghuich, were cruelly massacred. What the
people knew of Christianity was calculated to do anything but
impreas thom favorably with jt. But not only was Christianity an
ill odor, but all foreignera weve regarded with susplcion. Te a
certair dogreo this fcoling had been allayed by the conduot of
Admiral Sohufelt when tho American troaty was nagotinted and
by the negotiation of treatics with Korea by tho various foreign
powers,

In 1885, when tho first missionaries went there, however, so
little was known about foreigners that the old views largely held
sWaY. :

2, The second great obatacle was tho utter lack of any familiar.
ity with the field to which the first missionaries weie appointed.
Korea was truly an unknown Iand and its people strangers. Thore
18 little doubt that of equal importavco with a kuowledgo of the
language 13 a knowledge of the pcople to which the missionary is
sont, and the mssionaries in Korea had to acquire this knowledgo
by slow and often dissppointing and grievous experiences. The
field was truly a virgin one.

\What have these ten ycara brought forth ?

1 The first result, which is certainly entitled to be enshrined
a8 tho chief after ten years of work in Kotoa, is tho conquest of the
prejudice of the people. This has been accomplished to an extent
which transconds the wildest expectations of the first missionaries
when they began their work in the ficld. Much of this work msy
be said to have becn done within the last three years. About that
time the writer was called to a village on a populous isiand to
baptize an old woman. ‘Vhen ho arrived at the ahore he was met
with the mesaage that the villagers would destroy the homeo of the
Christian residing there if he introduced a foreign missionary 1ato
that bamlet. 8. tho baptism took place in a boat at the seashozo
at midnight. Tn less than three years from that time o thriving
church grew up in that very hamiot. This is illustrative to a con-
siderable degreo of the great change in sentiment ®which has taken
place in many centres in Kores.

2, The second great result kas been the mastering of the
language. Tho Korean tongue has boen studied, grammars
written, dictionaries compiled, and treatises published, which
greatly simplify the task of futurc missionaries in learming the
language ; bat, abovo all, the pooplo bave been given in their own
tunguo the blessed Word of God and taught to ming His praise n
thoir own language.

3. The work itaelf bas been organized along wide, far-reaching
and permanent lines  Schools havobeen founded for the enlighton.
ment of the people, Educational work carried on by the miasion.-
uries is regarded with respeot by tho peoplo, aund their importance
greatly cnhanced thereby. Hospitals bavo been opened for tho
relict of the distrcased and the gratitude of thousands won by the
cures cffected. Pormanent work in preaching and ovangehizing
the psople has been opened st abont forty differont places through-
out the nino provinoes, and tho numbor of peoplo identified as
members and probationers with the Church reaches over 1100.
During 1805 these native Christians gave ¢n an a- tage about §1
apicce to tho work of tho Church in Eorca, The beginnings
of a native ministry now gladden our hearts, Young Kcrcans
aro followibg tho divine call to preach the Gospel to their
people. Somo are in our ecducational institutions preparing
for thst putpose. Others aro employed as helpers and colpor-
teurs, while a few, without any pay or cmolument of sny kind, are
preaching the Gospel to their people and doing s good work for
their Master, .
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