
FRAGMENT BlASKET.

Oùae ovcning hoe had been ondering& over St. Pauls second opîstie to Timanta,
and 'ho lin,,ered a long time over one verso. It was this: "'flic cloak that I left
ab Troaq with lap is ven thou comost, bring Nvith theo" (eh. iv. 13). Nothing
very difficult, you tlhink. ici that simple and stra.ig,,,htforwa-rd message. No , and
yct it seemed te puzzle Pliilip. 1 wvill tell you why. Joo Wilkins, Uis fe1low.
worlcman, wlao did flot flke thc Bible, and therefore ondeavuured to disbelievo it,
hiad hrought fürvard tiais passage as one pruaf that the Seriptures wero net in-
spired. «"For if' thoy wore," ho argued, "sucla a trifling matter, suoh a domnestic
doctai1 as this, would have been omitted."1

Ilwell, said Phulip, to hlimself, as hoe gazed upon the words, «I it does seem n
rather insignificant and unedifying sulject for tho apostie te mention. 1 don't
t.hinkt% theie is anything instructive to ho gathercd froin it."1

Just thon there ivas a geontde tap at the lialf-open door, and the ncxt minute Mr.
llowa-rd, the clergyman, caie in. When liecame to sce Phulip, ho always callcd
in the evening, because hoe knewv that Philip, was quite at leisure thon ; and they
aiten bail very nice conversations tog»ctler ; and Mr. Iloward e'ws alivays ready
and glad ta explain anythîng wvhich Philip wvanted te know. Sn, aq you wiut
imagtine, this verse about St. PauI's cloak %vas soon alluded te, and Philip's little
diffilculty frankly statcd.

Il Vell," said Mr. Hloward, Ilthis verse, Philip, appears to mon. most touching
and instructive one. St. Pai laad lost everything. In bis youth lio was grelit
among mon-favourcd by princes, admnired of all ; ZDbut holeit atlfor Christ. Dur-
ingy ttirt.y years and uipwars hoe had been poor; ia labour more abundant than
others, ini stripes ahove their measure, and ini prisons more frequent; of the Jews
lie had fivo times rcceivcd forty stripes save one ; tlarice hoe had been heaten witb
rods ; once lie laad beon stoned ; tlarce timos hoe bad suffered shipwreck ; in jour-
neying. often ; in peirils of wvater, in peril8 in towns, in perils in deserts, in perils
by son. ; ait in ivatclaiiags, in hungor, in thirst, in nakedness. These are bis owvn
words (2 Cor. xi. 23, 27). le is noiw Patul the aged, in bis last prison at Roule,
expecting sentence of dcath ; hoe bas fonught the good fight; hoe bias finis!aed bis
course; lie lias kept the faith; but lie is suffering from cold as the w'înter sets in,
and 1hckî clotlaing. Tlarust into a dungeon of a prison, ho bore a naine so vile,
tlaat even the Christians of Rome ivero asbaied te acknowledge hini, si) tlaat on:
lais first arraigninent na inan stood with laim. Ton years before this period, wlaen
a prisoner at Rome, and loaded witb chains, ho liad at least reueivcd soi-e relief
fromn the Philippians, waknowiiag lais miserablo coxaditima, hnd, notwithstanding'
tlaoh' own noed, laid tlîemselves under restraint in order te minister te bis wvants.,
But nav lio is airnost fricndlcss ; Luke, anly is witlî Iiiin ; hoe is forsaken of aIl1
others, anad tlae winter is abaratte set in. le weuld need somoe additional clothing,
lie had left lais cluaak witlî Carpus at Troas, tiwe lundred ignces alvay ; tiacre is
ne one iii the elailly diangeons of Romo te lend hilm oe. Iow% affecting tlae pic.
ture. I was myseîf in Roe last year, and au tho canmencement of Nevember,
an a cald and rainy day, 1 recotteet wvith wvhat vivid reatity I ixnaind the Apcastle

Pauldnw inthe cepduneans of tlîe Capitol, dictating the tatof bis tetters
re&re tting the absence of lais cloak, and begging Timetby te bring it beforo the
vi nter."

Philip's haanest, sianburnt face cxpressed the emnotien which ho feit on listening
te tlais account. Il1 nover thauglat all this, sir 1" hoe exclaimed; - 1laad ne ides
thme. i apostie, wlien bue %vrotae to Timothy, ivas in snob want and distress. O
how dittorent tic verse lecks ta mie now ! It brings St. Paut in prison, cotd and
friendlcss. righat beforo me. Wlaiat a noble character lie w.as!

"Yes, Phulip; and these few wards of lais, throiwn, as it were, negligently,
ameng tlae closing commissions of a familiar letter, shed a, glancing light upon
lais ministry ; and a passing remark enables us te sce tlae character of his whlîoe
apestolie ie."

-Tlaey do, indeed, sir; and it comfortsand encourages me te tlaink how patient
and ceeri the aprastle vras in the- midst ef bis porerÏy and privation."1

" And wlao can tell; Pliffp, the-powor and consolation wlaicl tlais portion of bis
laistory lias irnparted te maany ef tho Lord's tried and even martyred servants. 1


