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NOTICE!

Mr, Wm, Revell has kindly undertaken the
business wanaygeient of the Invkerspexe. In
the future, therefore, all remittances and lettors
about tho subseription, or complaints, eliould
be addreared to him, Box 2648, I' O, Tarante,
and all articles for insertion, news of churches,
&c., to Managing Editor, samoaddresa,

Mr A. Christie, 9 Wilton Avenue, will con
tinuo to atteud to the busincss of the Cougregn.
tioval Publishing Company, jncluding arrcars
for the InvrpeNpENT nud tho Year Bouok.

1We wonld call the attention of our readers to
their labels, All whoso subscriptions expired
Jan., '81, or carlier, aro now duo another year.,
1ill they please remnt.

Wo want ns many itcms of nows of tho
churches as possible, but will our correspond.
ents bo BRIEF ; our spaco is limited,and wo dis-
like to cut down.

THE LONDON DISASTER,

The old Hcbrew conception of
God in ceverything, must be the con-
ception ever of the religious world,
and from that standpoint we would
read a few lessons from the roll writ-
ten within and without by the late
London disaster, with lamentation
and mourning and woe. There are
many cvents from which comfort
may be drawn ; the cherub boy re-
moved to anchor our affections more
firmly in heaven; the aged friend
taken, a shock of corn fully ripe, to
fill the garner of God ; the loss on
the battle ficld, from which heroism
and patriotism may be enkindled ,
or, when smitten by pestilence, the
submissive cry may be wruag, ©* Not
my will, but Thine be done.” It
secms impossible to read such lines
as thesc in connexion with this Lon-
don calamity. They who mourn
can only look back upon pleasure
thoughtlessly pursued, and careless-
ness which seems to rise even to
criminality. No rising of the cle-
ments, simply neglect in  many
ways, tending to the ruin. Who was
to blame? Was the boat a coffin
ship? If so, where was the inspec-
tor? Yet if we cnquire as to our
owndischarge ofdutieswhich involve
the rights of others, how perfunct-
orily it is done. \We may well stay
condemnation. Is the captawnn to
blame for permitting the acknow-
ledged overcrowding? Yet wercwe
of those who were left behind by
the captain’s adherence to prin-
ciple, and the boat had got safely
home, would we not then rather
have cursed him for his obstinacy?
Are the steamboat companies to be
blamed for their avarice ? Crowds
are the exception, and companies
only provide for general traffic, nor
would they unwillingly submit to
provision for safety. It is not avarice
that crowds the strect cars of this
city at certain hours. Were the
people to blame? Not one of us,
we suspect, ever stayed off from a
crowded street.car or excursion boat
from principle. Fear may have
turned us away in such cases, when
did the mere sense of right prevail?
True,webelievethereought,and trust
that there will be a morecareful dis-
chargeof stcamboat inspection duty,

greater fecling of responsibility on
the part of captains and of compan-
ics, less eagerness, too, on the part
of pleasure seckers ; there are other
principles, however, which may be
profitably touched] Why should God
write this roll of lamentation?

The truth should be realized.
God has a controversy with us, with
the spirit of the age where cach
secks his own, and, to the enquiry
regarding our  velation to each
other, is ever 1cady with Cain's
scornful reply, ‘“Am I my brother's
keeper #”  \We may escape the ca-
tastrophe, but be fostering similar
tendencies to those which culi-
mated in the dread crash on that
London holiday -cve.  The commer-
cial spirit, which builds with regard
to interest on capital,not respecting
the claim of humanity, the cager-
ness of cachi to get his turn served
and aot give up his chance to
another, the reckless determination
of hife to have one’s own way, and,
gain onc's own cnd, provided our
tracks may be covered, the intense
sclf-seeking spirit the world evinces,
all these tendencies, encouraged by
too many of us day by day, are the
true causes of calamitics such as
that which has filled cur sister city
with mourning and loss.

Perhaps we may tarry a moment
to listen tu the declaration this and
cvery misfortune makes.  God 1snot
o be trifled weth; forbearance has a
limit, to Him definite, beyond there
is no remedy. Pharaoh hardened
his heart once too often, and the
first-born fell, once more and in
waves and quicksands Egypt’s hosts
sank like a stone; limits of safety
were passed by the ill-fated Iictoria
—childhood's bright eye and golden
curls, youth’s innocent merriment
and buoyant heart, homes which
needed—how much, none can tell—
a mother’s heart, a wife's care, the
anticipated joy of newly wedded
life—not one or all combined could
enter a prevailing plea. In one
moment the crash came. Tender
youth and manhood’s prime, maiden
blush and infantglee, with boisterous
mirth and thoughless daring, alike
werewhelmedin onedireruin. Thou
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

We desire not to dogmatize upon
such a subject as cternal punish-
ment or death, butwe do desire that
our rcaders should camly consider
the fact of the Providence under
which we live. There are limits be-
yond which the o'erstrained cord
gives way no matter how great the
destiny which hangs thereon. There
are men under the pressure of habit
who can truly say, “Ionce could
say no, but now it is beyond my
power.”  Sentiment is good, but
may mislead ; sentiment may say,
“ God will not permit men to throw
themselves away,’’ but facts declare
God does permit men to rush to ruin,
and His laws falter not, His man-
date knows no change. There was
no holding back or faltering, though
twohundred and fifty hearts must
cease to beat in the Victoria's over-
throw. The logic of fact isa surer
guid.: whereby to rcad the revelation
of God than a sentiment which will
not meet the actuality of hfe.

This realized, we nced to walk
circumspectly. 'Was the boiler im-
perfectly fastened ? or a damage im-
perfectly repaired?  Yet the work-
men meant no cvil : only did what
thousands do unchallenged-—slight-
ed their work. Let us say, life is

too carnest, death too solemn, to
trust rotten planks or to embark on
faulty vessels, or to trifle with those
many springs of life by which some
other voyager over life’s ofttime
troubled sea may be wrecked, It
cannot be too carnestly considered ,
that we neced a conscientious per-
formance of duty ever, not knowing
the consequences which may hang
upon a single act or word.

What life can endure the strain of !
such responsibility ?  Our answer is
simple. Of duty, as of heaven, it
may be said, it is not in the heights !
to be brought down, nor in the abyss '
to be dragged up, but nigh thee, now
and here. Do the work of the hour!,
Have principle for action, be guard-
cd by truth—not sclfish expediency,
by things cternal rather than by
things scen, and if these lessons be
more deeply impt  sed, the London
disaster will not be an unmitigated
evil,

WE cut both the following para-
graphs from the New York /ndepend-
ent. We have not seen the book, so
cannot say more than they tell usof
its contents.

The Congregational Year Book has at
last appeared, and it promises to be more
punctual hereafter.  The net increase of
members in 1880 was very small, being
only 1,792, The total 15 384,332, The|
churches number 3,745, a gan of 71.
The total of muusters 1s 3,577, of whom
2,412 are in pastoral work—3872 as pas-
tors and 1,540 as acting pastors.  Of the
3,745 churches 945 are vacant. The to-
tal of benevolent contributions was $1,-
032,272 ;of home expenditures, $3,446,
489.

Wedo not wender that the Congrega-
tional Year Buok is so belated. Now
that it hasappeared, while creditable in its
exccution, it presents anything but a cre-
ditable <howing of denominational in-
crease. ‘The gain in churches is only g
over last year ; and in members, 1,792,
or about half a member to a church, be-
ing the smallest gain since 1865. This,
though bad enough, is not 3o bad as a
Boston correspondent of Tae Swn repre-
sents, who says that in New England®
alone the Episcopalians hed 2,868 con-
firmations, or ¢ 1,076 more additions
than the Congregationalists record for
the whole country.” He has confounded
net increase with additions. The Con-
gregationalists report 4,486 additions by
confession in New England in 1880.

Does the following extract from
the Congregationalist it any of our
churches? If we are correctly in-
formed, such a thing is not altoge-
ther unknown.

Can any better specimen of credulity
be found than is sometimes exhibited by
a supply committee, or even by a church
itself, in calling to its pulpit permanently
oreven temporarily a man whom a com-
petent and impartial council has decided
is unfit for such a position? Vet just
such cases occur from month to month, ,
far more confidence being placed appar-
ently m the “smart ” manner and * clo-
quent” sermons, or the statements of
the candidate hmnself, than in the opin-
ion and the testimony of neighboring
ministers who have no possible motive
to do the man injustice. A letter now
before us cites one of these instances in
which a man holds a unanimous call to
a church in Vermont, and yet the facts
are such that no fairly called council
would or 2 moment indorse him as a fit
man for the pastorate. A burnt chi/d
dreads the fire, and the number of
grown-up people seems to be legion who
are slow to learn till actually simged
themselves.

Qfficial,

CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF
ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

Reduced Fares.—The Grand Trunk and
Great Western Railway Co's. will grant
return tickets to those attending the meet-
ing, on Yrcscmmion of certificates signed
by myself, at a fare and a third, The
Richelieu and Ontario Navigation Co. will
give return tickete at the following rates,
which include meals and berths :(~Port
Hope, $3; Cobourg, 83.50: Kingston,
$7.50; Brockville, 89.75 ; Prescott, $10.26:
Cornwall, 812; Montreal, 815 ; Quebece to
Montreal and roturn  $3, (menis extra);
Hamilton to ‘Toronto and return, 81, {(mcals

| extra); Bowmanville, do., $2,

The Ogdensbury Line will carry at the
following rates, including meals and state.
room  [P’rescott or Brockville to Toronto
and return, $7.20, Kingston do., $5.85.

{ Ticketa by this line at the reduced rates

named, can be procured only by remitting
the amount to me, Boats leave Prescott
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at
3.10 pa.; Kingston, about 9 p.n. .

The annuatl meeting will be held in Zion
Church, Toronto, commencing June 8th at
7.30,when the Annual Sermon will be
preached by the Rev. J. L. Foster, of
Montreal,

The carnest attention of pastors and
deacons is agam called to the t2th Stand.
ing Rule of the Union (Vear ook for
1880-81, page 59), which requires annually
from *‘cach church” in connection with
ity @ collection for its funds. Last vear
only forty-six out of seventy-cight churches
on its roll of membership conformed to this
requirement, and 8.4 in consequence had to
be deducted from the claims of cach mims.
ter and delegate present. Such a deficit, if
repeated, will seriously interfere with the
success of the Union, and of all the socie-
ties which annually meet along with it, and
it is earncstly hoped that every church
connected with it will take up a collection
on its behalf, on or before June s5th, and
forward it to the Sccretary-Treasurer at
the meeting in Toronto.

Joun Woob,
Sec. C. U. of O. and Q,
Oltawa.

The committee of the Union (for
names, sce Year Book, page g7) will
meet in the vestry of Zion Chyrch,
Toronto, on Tuesday evening, June
7th, at 7.30 o'clock, to receive the Report,
and prepare business for the Union. A
full attendance is requested.

J. Woob, Seccretary.

Ottawa, May 20th, 1881,

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE
OF B. N. 4.

The annual meeting of the Congrega-
tional College of B. N. A. will be held
m Zion Church, Toronto, June 1oth, at
11 o'clock, A. M.

GeorcE Corxisn, LL. D.
Sccretary.
Montreal, May 21st, 1881.

CANADA CONGREGATIONAL
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The annual meeting of tlns society
will be held in Zion Church, T'oronto,
on Thursday, June gth, at 3 p. m.

A meeting of the General Committee
of the Society will be held in the vestry
of the same church on Wednesday,
June 8th, at 3 p. m.

SamueL N. Jackson,
Home Secretary.
Kingston, May 1gth, 1881.

CANADA CONGREGATIONAL
YEAR BOOK.

In order to bring out the edition of
the Year Book for 1881-2 in proper
time, it will be necessary that the re-,
ports and proceedings of the various
societies should be in the hands of the
Editor immediately after the annual
meetings in June. Will secretaries and
others interested, kindly remember this,
and if possible furnish me with their
MSS. at theclose of the Toronto meet-
ings, and greatly oblige

SaMUEL N.JacxsoN,
Editor C. C. Y. B,
Kingston, May 1gth, 1881.




