
THE ISLES 0F THE SEA.

Anîong the promises made to the Redeemer is this: " The Isies shall wait for his
kllw." We propo"-ý to give the readers of the Ièidependent, tlîis nionth, sme items
of information -ni the Islands of the $en, shiowiiig howv wondrously and glori-
ouslly this promise is being fulfilied. We begin with

MADAGASCAR. -The London Missionary Society h.s heen considering the ques-
tion of expen(iiture, wliich now aniouints to ten thousand polunds per annutm, and
desires to enl jst a native niiniistry more and more. V ery properly, the Directors
sent their p)ropositions to the Missionaries on the ground, -who are always the best
jmdges of what i8 iieeded. Froni the statenients of the Missionaries wve glean the
following particulars.

I%'atire A yeèoy.-"1 The Comnmiiittee niost fully approves of the general principle
laid down l'y thc Directors as to the desirabihity of raisin g up and eniploying na-
tive agency. Such an agency airea(iy ex-tsts and is enpioyed vigrously ,but the
majority of our agents art! mien who have had lhttie or noeducatioii ; many, especial.
iy iii the coiuntry, cannot read withouit difficuity: s< nie cannot even write their own
naînes, and not even the liest of thein are fit to be ieft alone in the superinten-
dence of chutrches and districts. * * * * We trust that frorn year to year
the Missiomîarios wili have less pastoral work, and will have more time for gene-
rai sullerintendence and itinerating, and will find a littie leisure for translation
and b)ook--ma.kinig."

District llok.-Thie Missionaries propose six Districts in connection with the
princip)al towns near the Capital, one Misgionaiy to superintend the work in each.
We give interesting statistics of these districts, omitting the almost ulnpronounee-
able naines.

Churches. Menîbers. Adherants.
(I)78 4,('81 25,000
(1)41 2,185 13,870
(Isi 8 4,409 37,916

(IV.) 98 1,065 20,157
(V.) .53 827 16,646

(VI.) 55 2,,86 18,484

Total. 49k6 15,353 132,073
Jatelliqeicc timmi the Pcpe"The type of Christianity which obtains among

these people is very varied. 'Near the Capital considerable nunabers of the
preachers and pastors are inteliigently acqiiainted with the Sacred Seriptures.
The great miass of the villagers even close to the Capital are yet excecdingly igno-
rant. Further away inany of them are secretly heathen in faith and practice. Aud,
though to othiers the old suiperstition has beconie a wreck, yet it w<îuld be but a
grand inistake to accotint theni other than very nomiinally and ver>' superficialiy
Chr*stian."

Renrs-A few years will settie the religion of zhat great island for centuries.
It is jasgt ini the position of Engiand 350 years ago-a transition state.
Let the tirenih-four Missi<'naries and the few hundred native preachers, who are
carrying on this work, have our pra>'ers and our help. If we cannot go and help
thern from Canada, we can help to support theni. Every Christian should inake
"Foreign Missions " a piank iii hie reiigious platforni.

NEw GuiNEA. -This is an isiand of vast extent, lying North of Australia, in
the ver>' hottest (of the tropical regions, and with the reputation of being very un-
healthy. Above ail this, the inhabitants are niost degrraded and ferocious. They


