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A) rus. Sotte of thcese wcre known as Cheviots, tweeds,
Scotch iancy suiitings, Scotch fingering yarns, etc. In tie
olden tante the fitiest wool ta o bcobtajncd ini our own
c.'mîntry %vas thc English Southidown, excepting, of course,
tl.ý very fine Saxony wvool, which wvas largely imported
irito B3radford lic e arly part of this century. Both Eng.
Iishi Sotithdown and Saxony 'vool liad now been supplanted
for dress purposes by the enaormous imnports of colonial

nid Buctnos Ayres wools. There rcmained, however, one
market for Southidown .vhicli it wvas not likely ta lose, viz.,
liosîery, for it possesst.d an elasticity and a springiness
%viîchi %ere flot to be fournd in any other wool. It wvas
pt mci pally grown in Sussex, Wiltshire, Hampshire, Slhrop-
shire, and Dorset, but the Souithdown blood wvas ta be
found, in varions proportions of admixture, in almost cvery
couinty iii the United iKingdoin. There wvas no doubt that,
during the lifé of the prcsent generation, mierino wvool hand
hield the rnost prominent position. It gairied largely in
popularity at the tinie wvhen the public wvas becoming tired
of lustrous and hard.lîaired fabrics, and for twenty-five
years it land land the m:hief conimand of the mnark<et. It was
sofi ta !-.e touici, %von!d take the most solid and the most
delicate colors, aîîd 'vas available for the heaviest woolen
clothls, the liglitcst of la-dies' dress goods, and the smoothest
of liniings. L3y adniixture withi the well uîîdcrstood Lei-
cester brced it had produceil a vast variety of crossbred
culonial wuul, wliicli uas the principal factor in the wool
market to-day. Witî the exception of the pure lustre
wvool, alinost any wvool of European growth could be
natL.hcd froîîî the supplies of colonial crossbreds.

THE MANUFACTURE 0F SAKAI CARPETS.

Theli carpet-making îndustry of japan is of compara-
tively reccut gruvti, -and tho chiief seat of the industry at
the prescrit day is Sakai, a towvn about eight miles soutlî
of Osak., anîd a kw;% arc nmade at the neighboring village of
Surtniyoslii. 1Nr. Playfair, lirrst Assistant at I-..Consu-
late at 1 liogo, in a report ta the F-orcign Office, state- that
carigin.l> tuu kands of L.arpets wvcre made ini Sakai, one
the urdinary baand wvo'en, and thîe other on wvhich designs
wvere afterwards dyed. In the former lcind the systeni
cîîîluyed %.i!, practically that now in v~ogue, wvhile in Uic
bec.uîd hind a d(,uble thrcad was uscd in the warp, and it
would appear tlîat designs werc dyed on tlîe carpet after
it lîad hecu woven, by saute sort of stencilling process. As
tlîe i.olurs did siot thorouiglly penetrate the material, these
carpets wec apt ta quickly fade.

Thie mcthod cf %veaving is somoewhat simnilar ta that
for nmaking velvet , the tlireads on boing tied are cut off,
anîd a 1-nap ' left. Skill in cutting the thircads off evenly
andi tapidly is ane of the tests of an tfficient worl<or. The
invenîtor of hand %vovcn carpets in japart was Fujimoto

Shoayermna thrcad nierchant of Sakrai. In 1831 he
began to ilw--ke an article known as Hizen niabeshima

<-apcr-al~alodSagara-and carpets copiod frorn those
salade in Chin"a-. lic onployed a skilled weavor named
ldzurni Rihici, and gave ta bis goods the nanie cf Sakai
%laitti. and sold thcni in a small shop of his own. l3efore
,lie opcening o! the cenntry ta foieigîî trade the business

wvas a snmall one, and the quality of tic goods very poor.
Accordingly thc grandson of thc original inventor, wvho is
at prescrit one of the leading nîerchants of Sakai, turned
bis attention ta improving the quality of bis wvares and
scckiug a miarket for them. lie did flot meet with niuch
success until the Enipcror of Japan wvcnt te visit the
Unebi Mausoleumn in February, 1877, Ou which occasion
Fujimoto presentcd his Imiperial Majesty wvith some ofihis
manufactures. At the first Tokio Exhibition Sakai rugs
were shown, they quickly took the public fancy, aîud since
that date have continued Io growv in popular estimation.
In z878 Fujirioto exported a fow carpets to America and
France through foreign merchants. Since thon lie bas
been a successful exhibitor at nurnerous exhibitions at
home and abroad. The progress or the trade is shown in
the following table:

Year c
..........................

1890 ............. ............
1891 .................... ...
1892 .............................
1893............................
1894 ...... ....... ............
1895 .... ..... ...................
1896 ......... ................
1897 ......................... .

:arpets Bxportel.
"1595

27e593
6o.Si i

112.279
203.050
546-091
685,536
661,732
555-878

Val ue (Yen
2,043

51.048
94.731

177.446
391.-989

1.134.073
1.635.902
1.152.177

973.871r

Tme weaving is donc in hanses ail aver the tawn cf
Sakai and its sîiburbs, the houses containing froni two ta
four lonis worked by three or four children, the superin-
tondent being usually a girl Of 17 ta :8. The wvorkroonis
are frequently rather dark, and in winter very cold. Onîe
large Dacking and sorting warelîouse wvas light and airy,
and wvas fitted %with electric lighit for use after dusk, but na
meanscf lieating were enployed. In tlisw~arehouse there
is apress for packing bales. It is worked by hand by
mens cf long levers, but it is hopod that ere long
hydraulic pressure niay be substituted. The presses used
by rnerchants» for packing bales are worked by screws,
net levers. The roason ivby no large factories exist is
that, as ecucation is compulsory ira japan, it is dificuit taget
tagether a largo nuniber cf cbildren of school-going age in
ariy one place. Weavers, therefore, sot up houses in a
district wvhere poor chlmdren are nunieraus, and thus get
labor in abundance at their very doors. Parents are
allowod ta plead poeorty as an excuse for net sending
their chlldren ta school, and froely avail theniselvos of the
privilege, altlîougbh probably tlîe truth is that wvlîen the
carpet business is tlourisiîing, and children can earn fair
wagcs, it is found ta be mare profitable ta send theni ta
wvork than te scirool. As a natural consequence childrcn
in Sak<ai are numorous but ignorant. To rernedy this evil
nigbt scheols are being established by private enterpriso
te educate the little workers after their heurs of labor are
over. The materials cmployed ini carpet making are
cotton. waol,silk, and yamarnai or wild silkworms' thread,
waste silk and jute. The cetton used is chiefly obtaini.d
freni Osaka. The woolen yarn is chiefly made in Tekia
frein raw wvool imported from Anistralia, nîixed with a
certain proportion cf weol imported front China, 'vhich is
much cheapor. Yarn inîported fzon England has also


