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o gurits was  held on 1st Jany., 1896 amd
~ym, o and  on st Jany, 1897 and 1808, by
the  liquor dealers in Canada, aml  knew
.« many gallons they had taken into stock
Soomge tach year, we should have reliable data for
 mparmg the actual consumption in those two years.
It po such reliable data is found in the mere sta-
1.t~ of the movements of wholesale quantities into,
.1 omt of bond, of either home made, or foreign
st ts, or both combined. Crude statistics are as
- hievous in their way as crude spirits, they only
Lwblle the brain and confuse the judgment. The
leland Revenue Report gives the per capita con-
-umption of wine in 1896 as 7 parts of a gallon divided
m o parts, and in 1897 as about 8 1-2 parts, an in-
crease of 20 per cent. The same statistical rule, or
prmaple, applies also to this item, the figures given
relate, as do those of spirits, to the trade
moseinents of wine; they are not reliable data
i Jrawing  conclusions as to the actual use
w  wne by wine drinkers. It is, however,
founti that there has heen p large increase
n the use of wine in Canada in the last twelve months.
Clarct 1s now being retailed at $1 and $1.10 per gal-
wn, wand, in single bottles, at 20 cents and 30 cents,
which i meeting with large sales amongst classes who
have not hitherto been wine bibbers. We are in-
formed that this light liquor is displacing cheap
whishies, and beer, to a great extent, which is a
change of habits that many temperance advocates re-
gard with satisfaction. The higher import duty placed
on cizarettes has stimulated their home production,
the number of home made ones taken out for con-
sumption in 1896 being 77,664,000, and in 1897, 92,-
134,000, an increase of 14,470,000 in the number of
cigarettes alleged to have been consumed in 1897 over
those in 1806, The increased duties no doubt are
accountable for this increase by causing tobacco deal-
ers 1o load up their shelves before the new dutics
came imo force.  The following comparisons are giv-
en for what they are worth, but for reasons we have
stated they ought not to be- used as evidence of the
tabits of the people in one year as compared with
another i—

1896. 1897. Increase or
Decrease.
Sprasproduced galls. 2,382,216 2,279,958 - galls. 2,102,325

# Taken for con.

WMPUON.csewveee 2,463,000 2,007,802  +galls. 444,802
Duaty on Spints...... $4,000,000 $4,770,000 + $ 760,000
Malt hqeor consumed

glsieeeniisoeens 18,614,000 17,888,000 ~galls, 926,000
Datyon malt. ... .... $776,000 $r1,0260000 + $ 250,000

igars, Nooo ..o .eee. 108,290,000 113,276,000 ¢ No. 4,936,000
Cigarcties. No .oeoe o $0,461,000 93,800,000 + 13,339,000
Canadun Tubacco,lba 463,000 726,000 + s, 263,000
Ialasd Revenve... .. $7,956,000 $9,182,000 + § 71,225,000

The departmental Report explains the increase of
revenue as being almost wholly caused by anticipa-
tions of the current vear's receipts, thac is, there were
ixeiseable goods “taken for consumption,’ as the
official phrase runs, in large quantities in order to in-
treaase the stocks of such goods which had paid a

lower rate of duty. ‘This fact, we submit, throws the
comparison of actual consumption, or use, of exctse-
able articles entirely out of joint.
—_———————
THE YUKON RAILWAY.

It would be a disaster to the country were ihe
railway from the Pacific coast to the Yukon district,
to be much longer delayed in construction. A more
facile, rapid, and safe mode of reaching the newly
opened district in Alaska, is essential to the develop-
ment of the mineral riches of the Yukon, and the
tansaction of such business as will be created by
settlers. Canada cannot afford to let so splendid an
opportunity he lost for increasing her trade, and her
attractions. The question then arises, by whom must
means of communication be constructed?  Two
courses are open, cither to grant large cash, or land
subsidies, or both, to induce a private company 10
build a road, as was done in the ca - of the Grand
Trunk, and the Canadian Pacific, or, for the Govern-
wment to build the road, as was done in the case of the
Intercolonial.  The latter course would not commend
1tself to the people of Canada. It is proposed to have
a line of railway, and stecamboats, built, and operatesd
by a private firm of capitalists, who have agreed to
censtruct and operate such means of communication
between the coast of Alaska, and the gold fields.
They agree to do this on condition of their receiving
a subsidy of some three and a half millions of acres
of land, and an exclusive right to own, and work 2
road through this region.  What the value of tiis
tand grant may be is unknown, it may turn out to
be very large, but there is some risk of its being less
than the contractors anticipate. They are also to
have the concession of paying only one per cent.
royalty on whatever gold is produced on their land,
instead of ten per cent., which the other settlers have
te pay. There is this to be considered about a land
grant to a firm, it will be worthless unti! it is settlea
upon, and it will be their direct interest to draw
scttlers as carly as possible.  This imnigration will

, be of the utmost advantage to the country by promot-
mg development, and its consequent trade. As the
allotments to the firm are to be alternate scctions,
the others being held by the Government, the settla-
ments made by the firm must help also to settle the
cther sections, so that as the interests of the firm are
being promoted, so, at the samce time, will be (he
mterests of the country at large.

————
THE LACHINE RAPIDS HYDRAULIC AND LAND
COMPANY.

The Lachine Rapids, Hydraulic and Land Comn-
pany held its third annual meeting, on 8th inst., Mr.
G. B. Burland, the President, presiding. The fin-
ancial statement for the year ending December 31,
1897, showed that in chie months of November and
December sufficient revenue had been varned to pay

the interest of 6 per cent. on the six montlis’ bonds



