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* i 1 rits was lîeld ont t Janv., 1896 antI
i,-. alid< 011 ist Janvl., 1897 ami 1898, liv

lie liqitor dealers in Canada, atid kmîcw
ttuîtwv gallons they hand taket n mb stock

mg îcli v'ear, we sîoui have reliabie (tata for
* n;..îritig the actual eonlstiunption in those two veairs.
;I-1 III, slîcli reliable data is foutîd in the mure ;~ta-

I., ,. I#f thie tuovenuents of wholesale quatîtities itîto,
-lt of bond1(, ot either hontte muile, or foreign
t,. or botlî cotnbiticd. Crude statisties are as

vi.-Ilîevous iii tîteir wvay as mille spirits, tltey otîly
diu.'le t brain and confuse the judgnîeîît. l'le

ilv.i.I lý'evete Report gives tlic per capita con-
-uti' 'nliI of wvitîiii 1896-as 7parts o!a gaIloti divided

il ip)larts, anid i 1897 as about 8 1-2 parts, att iii-

-f 21) per cent. The saine statistical ruile, or
îrîtîl.ail)lies also to titis item, the figures giveri

r 1.î.as do tiiose of spirits, to tht, tracte
îi.,.n~tîsof winc; they- are not rchiable data

* .r.witig conclusions as bo the actual use
".le by wine ciritîkers. It is, hîowever,

kit.u,%t dit ilîcre lias bcctî ê large incrcase
iln til, ti, of. (, inc iii Canada i tic last twclve niontis.

C irt iiîow being rctaiied ai $i and $i.îo per gai-
~,î.atii Sinîgle botties, ai 20 cents and 30 Centts,

jolîtd' i, nmeetinîg witli large sales anîonigst classes wlho
liavtc iil- t hîiherto been iie bilibers. 'Ne are ii
f''rtnî.l tiat this liglît liqiior is displacing clîcap

îdike.andI bcer, t0 a great extent, wlicîî is a
citaiîgc of habits thiat niany tcîîîperance advocatcs re-
gard % îtrl satisfaction. lli liglier iniport duty placed
')Il c.i±zaretteS lias stinmulatcd thecir homte production ,
the utîttither of honte miade ones taken out for con-
>11111pts .ti iii i8t)6 beinlg 77,664,000, and in 1897, 92,-

n;,oo.at increase of 14,470,000 ini the nuniber of
cigircttes, aîleged to liave been consîîxîed in 1897 over
tltii.<. iiiSf 6  l'lie itîcreased dulties nîo doubtiare
actutalîe for this increase bv. causing tobacco deal-
erb nu load up their siielves before the 111W duies
caille itîto, force. The following conuparisons are giv-
cii fqnr mvliat tliey -are worth, but for reasoiîs wve have
smtc-d ilicy ouglît îlot Io bc- uîscd as evidence of ici
hablit> of the people in one Year as coxnpared îwillh
ailoiller :

f :< or con.

uton Spnîs ..
fat liquor constlmed
galts...........

IkQty on nit ...
Cicmr, N'.'.... ..
cigaxcnicî. *Çn....
Canadian f.,-batco,txi.

z896. t897-

2,382,286 2,279,951,

2»463,000 2,907,802
$4,0n0,000 $4,770,0o0

18,614,00o 17,W8,000
$776,ooo $z,o26,ooo

108,290,000 113,26,000
80,461,-0 93,800,00

463,o00 726,000
$7,956.000 $9,182,oo

Increase or
Decrease.

-galis. 2,to?,325

+ gatIs. 444,80oi
+ $ 760000

+ S 25,000
4 o. 4 9C%00

+ lisi. 263,0OS
+- $ 1,2205,00

llie (lel)airtiictitai Report explains tîxe increase o!
reveItte as bcntig atniost whioliy caused by anticipa-
tions fi[ the ctirrent ycar'S reccipts, tliac is, tliene werc
t xciseale goods "taken for consuîîîption,' as the
officiai phîrase runs, in large quantities in order to iii-
cre2e tce stocks of suclh goods whicli had paid a
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iower rate of duty. rhiis fact, wu subtînit, îhrows the
conipaîrison of actîîal coîisnîilptîoti, or use. ofecie
able articles enitirely Out of joint.

TEE YUKON EAILWAY.

It would bc ai disnster to the coutitry wverc tie
railwav frrnm the Pacifie coast to the Yukon district,
to bc mnnchel longer delayed i construction. A niore
facile, rapid, and safc mode of re;lcliutg thet ticwIy
opcncd di:,trict i Alaska, is essetîtial to the (le vlopi-
tuentt of the minerai riches of tihe vuikon. and thle
ttîansaction of such buiesas will lw Crvate<l by
settlcrs. Caniada catuxot aflord tu lut so spletîdtd ani
opportunitv lie lost for increasing lier trade, and ler
attractions. The questiotn tiin arises. byv whlonî nîusi
1:îeanls of comntittiicat ion he conistructed? Two
coires arc open, cithier to grant Large cash, or lanîd
subsidics, or both, to incluce a private Company 1l)
imuid a malt, as was (lotie iii the ci -' of the Grand
*rutik, and thc Caniadian Pacifie, or, for the Goverln-
mient to biuild the rond, as wvas (lonie iii the case of the
Itcrcolonial. The latter course would tiot coniniend
itself to thc people of Canada. It ks proposed tu have
a fine of ra ilway, ani rteamiboats, built, and olperaîedl
by a private firni of capitalists, whio htave agrecd lu

cusîibrtict and operate such liean.- of com.municationi
1betweni the coast of .Alaska, andl ii golil fields.
Tlîey agre ta (10 this 011 Condition of illeir ruccivnîig
a siibsidy of souie tiîrce and i i ait millions of acres
of land, andi anxit 3 righit il) owni, and work a
rond, ilirougli this region. WVhat the value of titis
land grant iliay be is unknown, it inay turn out tu
lie very large, but there is soine risk of its being less
timan the contractors anticipate. Thecy are aiso to
hîave the concession of paying onl1y One lier cent.
royalty oit whiatcvcr gold is produced oin thicir land,
instuad of ten per cent., whichi the other settiers have
t(. pay. Tiacre is this to bc cotîsidcred about a land
grant to a firmi, it wili be worthîless ti!i it is settleci
upon, and it NvilI bc thecir direct interest to draiv
setlIers as eariy as possible. Tiiis immtigration wilI
,bc of the ulmiost a(lvantagc to the counttry bw promiot-
ing dcvelopnîcent, and ils consequent, tracte. As the
allotnments bo the firm are 10 bc alternate sectionis,
the oîiîcrs being lield by the Govcrnnîienit, tlîe settîs,
2ints nmade by %he firni mnust i hî also to settle the
eflher sections, so that as thc interests of the firn arc
being pronîoted, so, at tlie saine titue, uvili be Jic
intierests of thîe country at large.

* ab -0

THE LACIE RAPID8 HYDRAULTO &IND L&lÇD
COMPANY.

The L.chine Rapids, 1-I dIratil'a -iind Lanîd Coin-
panv hieid ils third animali meeting, on1 80î inisi., MNr.
Ci. B. Burland, tic President, prcsiding. Thle fin-
atîcial. stztenit for the year ending 1)cccinb)cr 31,
1897, showed, that iii die nontliq of Novenither and
December sufficient revenue liad becti vartned to pay
thf interest of 6 per cent. un tlic six iionîlis' bonds


