
clerk handed ber the package ;- the courltess kift the rooni and
returned shortly afterwards, saying that hier brother in-law, Dr.
Manuel, desired to see the gentleman who had brought the
diamonds. He cntered into the doctur's office, this personage,
known ail over the city of Paris, being seated at a table. The
clerk was asked to sit down. The famous doctor mustered him
ail over, felt his puise, and finally asked

"What do you bring, sir?"
1I bring the diamonds," said the clerk.

"Weil, well," said the man of pis, throwing a glance at the
countess, who wrung her hands, and showed in ber face the
deepest anguish. Thé clerk was struck by this, stili more so
when the physician asked bina:

IlThen you corne on account of the diamonds ? Are they
very valuable dianionds? "

IlCertainly,"l rejoined the clerk; ont hundred thousand
francs."

Tht physician again exchanged a look of camniiseration
with the countess, and then addrçssed her pityingly :

"lCourage, niy lady; but it is perhaps better that you re-
tire." She retired, dissolved in tears, while tht fears ai the
clerk augmented rapidly.

"Doctor," h e said, Il there must be a mnistake somewherc;
I bring diamonds, which you have ordered ftrm Mellerio, to
the value of one hundred thousand francs."

IlVery well, very weil, dear sir," said the doctor, " I know."
He then rang the bell, and four powerful men enttred, to whom
hie said:-

'lTake the patient ta No.-."
Vainly the clerk sbouted for his dia monds and bis liberty;

hie was overpowered, conflned in a straight jacket and treated
as a r.aving maniac. He thus reniained confined for cight days,
raving and protesting, and was treattd with cold douches and
other Ilrestoratives," until Dr. Manucl rend in the daily press of
lParis an advtrtisement af the jeweler Mellerio, requesting
parties possessing information to conîmunicate ta hiin any tid-
ings of bis clerk, wbo bad been sent out with diamonds ta the
value of ont hundred tbousand francs, but had failcd to rcturn.
Being a thoroughly honest man, it was fcared that sonie misfor-
tune migbt have happened hini.

Tht celebrated physician became in tbis manneran accom-
plice of a clever swindling schemt. The woman had visited
him tht day before tht occurrence, and, introducing hierseli as
the Countess Salice, bad wetpingly told birn that she was un-
speak-ably unhappy because ber busband was talking irrational-
ly. lit entenîaintd tht idea that be had lost diamonds af
enormous value, and would become downright dangerous if
anyone attempted ta contradict him. Ht would rernain stand-
ing before every jewvelry store af the city and gaze luito their
windows; get up at night and caîl for bis diamonds-in fact,
shte reprtsenttd tht state of the patient so that Dr. Manuel fully
believed in tht aberration of mind of ber poor, dear busband,
an-i requested ber ta bring hirm next day during bis office bours.
She begged tht doctor ta detain birn at once in case be con-
sidered bim mad, as she was airaid of ber life. Tht woeful tale
told can be readily irnagintd.

The next coup de genie was played an Napoleon 111. This
distinguished persan became deeply interested in a young
countess, wbose beauty was admired by aIl. Naturally no ont

at court had, or prettnded ta have, knowledge oi this liason,
because Ernpress Eugenie, as is well-known, was tcrnibly jealous.
Once tht countess took it into ber pretty head ta be present nt
some court festivity, and Napoleon Ill., in arder ta avoid
scindai or talk, knew no other remedy than that cf giving a
large bal de masque, at which she was ta appear drcssed as a
Spanish lady. In order ta assuage her anger that she was in-
vittd sirnlly ta a rnasked bail but not aà public iestivity, and ta
give ber a tangible proof ai bis affection, he sent ber a pair ai
diamond ear pendants of a niarvelous beauty. Eachi pendant
contained, besides a number of small diamônds, a large and
preciaus brilliant of so rare a watcr that the present was of an
immense value. Tihe countess was ta wear them as sigtus of
recogn 'ition. She appeared as -pre-arrangtd, drtssed in the
Spanish garb, with tht silk lace veil, tht niantilla, thrown
aver ber head, and arnused berself ta bier heart's content, until
shte came inta a crowd ai persn'îs and felt that ont ai ber car
pendants was being opened and snatched away. 'She cried
aloud, a disturbance was tht consequence, but the pendant
could nat be found. Ali persans were requircd te) unmask,
but tht tbieihbad managed ta escape with bis booty. Naturally
Napoleon felt no great interest in tht discovery of the thief, still
it was incumbent an hirn ta take sanie cteps, and lie sent for
tht police comniissianer ai Paris, and handed hlmi tht second
pendant as a pattern, in order ta futnish hin-à with correct data.
Tht commissianer at once suinoned Il tht dctecîives, whe
Ilsnoaped " around during tht reniainder of tht night, but thcit
searcb was futile. In tht marning hours oi tht following day an
officer, who introduced himseli as a caunit and an afficer ai tht
Legion ai Hanor, appeaoed.

Il %'hat is tht pleasure ai your visit ?" thc commissioner
asked.

II camte on accaunt ai tht car pendant % hich was stolen
during the nigbt at the miasked bail at the Tuillerits."

tHow is that?" tht astanislied police commnissioner
asked.

"lTht young lady," tht officer replied hesitat ingly, Ilwho
enjoys the favor ai bis majtsty tht emperor is my sister. Tht
commînotion raised about the car pendant was entirely unneces-
sary, as it bad nat been stolen, but had gotten cntanglcd in tht
folds ai ber lace veil which she wore over her hcad ; she herseli
drew it out ai htr car when making sanie violent motion. WVhcn
sht came home and undressed sie found it. Here it is."

Ht indeed prcscnted ta tht police cominissioner the pen-
dant, tht match ai tht ont handed ta him by the emperar.

41 corne," tht officer continuedl, "lta asic yau in tht name
ai my sister for tht ather pendant. M.%y sister and I-and I
arn prepared ta say, his majesty the cnmperor-desire that noth-
ing futther be said ai the entire affair Thtli reason whyis kift
ta yaur imagination."

Tht commissioner was highly elated at tht happy end ai
tht disagrecable occurrence, and banded ta tht caunt tht other
pendant which he had receivcd from the emperor. Eight days
aiterward tht duped cammissioner learned that tht lady bad no
brother, that the pendant had neyer been found, and that lie
had beconie the victim of an ingenious swindler, w'ho had uscd
this clever device for obtaining tht aiber pendant. The caun-
tess, as well as tht emnperor, felt so angry at tht commiqsioner
that he was forced ta resign soon after.-Ethne
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