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“The transgression of the wicked saith within

heart, that there is no fear of God before his

s. For he flattereth himself in his own eves,
il his iniquity be found to be hateful. The

left off to be wise, and to do good.
th mischief upen his bed; he setteth himself
way that is not good ; he abhorreth not evil.”
salm 36: 1—4.

roughout the whole of this Psalm, there
eminently conspicuous the loftiest expres-
nsand adorations of a devout enlightened
il It is generally supposed to have been
tten some time after Saul had begun to
nifest his jealousy and hatred to the inspired
Imist, by repeated attempts to take away
life. and thereby frustrate the purposes of
d. as they had been revealad by the mouth
Samuel the prophet. Tiavid knew that the
se of the Lord was identi%ed with his per-
, and that all who plotted against him were
iving against God. Accordingly, we find
in every part of the Psalms, characteriz-
his enemies as enemies of the Lord, and
ked men, and as such he earnestly prays
their destruction.  Thus it is that his ene-
es are characterized in the Psalm before us.
out seven years before the death of Saul,
vid had been anointed at the command of
Lord, to be king over Isracl. He knew
t Saul, by his wickedness and hyvocrisy,
slienated himself from the favor of the
d,and had forfeited his kingdom. Saul
made aware of these circumstances; but
tead of bowing to the decision of the Lord,
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ds of his month are iniguity and dectii{t L d‘;f { he would be slain.

humbling himself on account of his trans-
' ¥ou. V.—No. 6. 11

I1roro5T THEE, O JERUSALEM ! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORG™T HER CUNNING."—DPsalin 137, 2. 5.

gressiors, he determined to retain possession
of the kingdom and secure it for himself, by

utting him to death who had been dectared

is successor. Various means were resorted
to for accomplishing that object. Twice did
e cause David to espose his life in battle
against the Philistines, in the expectation that
"xize did he personally
attempt to put him to death by & stroke of his
javelin. Jonathan and all the servauts of
Saul had received instructions that they should
nut him to deéth, fromn which ke was saved by
the love of Jon'than  For a period of nearly
seven years after he had escaped these dan-
gers, he was the victim of unceasing perseeu-
tiog, from which ke was enly relieved by the
death of Saul.

From the geners! tenor of this Psalm, it
seems obvious that it was ene or other, or all
of these circumstances combined, that direct-
ed the mind of David, wnder the guidance of
the Spirit of God, to give utierance to the
verses hefore us, and it will be well to bear
this in mind as we proceed in their exposition ;
for the subje.t is not confined in its ?.Pplica-
tion to individvals in any particular cirenm-
stances, or age, or nation.  Wherever wicked-
ress has existed—wherever the mercy, righte-
ousness and loving kindness of the Lord have
heen manifested—ivherever his protection has
been experienced, the great truth which the
Psalmist Lere sets forth is divectly applicable.
And although there is a change of subject at
the fifth verse, vet it will be observed that
there is a perfeet unity of thought throughout
the Psalm. In the first four verses the Psalm-
ist contemplates and exposes the principles
and actions of wicked men. In the fifth, by



