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ARTICLES SELECTED FoOR
MONTIILY RECCRD.”

Tue SPIRIT: HOW TO HE REGARDED.—
Ohseeve what liberties, what precions freedom
come with the Spirit. I have heard men talk
as if, when man yicided himself to the control
of the Spirit, he subjected himself to a sort
boudage; and even Christians, I fear are slow
to learn whatis the liberty of the children of
God. Ifitis bondage when eyes that have
not scen are endowe I with vision it it is sla.
veov when the fetters of evil hibits are strick-
en from the soul. and it is enablel o cleet o
nobler made of action ; it :tdegrades the mind
to have its ignovance ispelled, its davkuess
Loeminated, its grossness vefined—then does
the Spivit bring bondage, and w0t otherwise,
The Spirit never employs force. e knocks
before He cuters any heart.  He respects
man’s independence. e modifies conduet
thronah the inclinations.  He ean be resisted ;
He can he grieved ; He can be driven away.
When the soul accepts his guidance, it is by
o f-ee, an uncompelled act of surrender.

TUE

Tne Houy Serrit: mis work —The
Spirit may therefore be regavded as represen-
ting all those tendencics and influcnees which
incline your soul to repentance toward God,
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ
did no move surely die to purchase vonr par-
dou than tho Spiritiives to pasnade vou to
aceeptit.  The love of the one for you is
ne more intense than thelove of the other. The
dignity and excellenee of each are the same.
In vain mizht the Spiric bave existed, if
Chuist had not died; in vain Churist
il ifthe Spirit had not come to anply
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Ifin wekness

delivered, ifwhen stricken with grief you have
b comfrrtel, ot iv dus 9 the indweling
of the Spivit.  Ifthe futare impends like a
starlit sky above you; it life serms fail of
noble uses, and dyiug like the 1king onof a

larger 1i e—then it is beenuse the  Spirit has
taken of the things of God and revealed them
unto you. To me there is nothing in  the
whole range of pious reflection so lovely as tlo
thouuht, that the power of God i1 in the hearty
of all true believers working out thevein the
peaceable fruits of righteousuess. Passions are
being subdued, habits corveeted, the wicked
vagaries of the mind checked, the imu;_rim\tiu.n
purified, and every faculty restored o it ori-
ginal stare and use.  All thisunder the diree
tion of the Spirit.

Personarn Farti.— Whosacver will go to
heaven must nave 8 faith of his ‘n. 1o
Gitdeon’s camp every soldier had his own Pit-
cher ; among Solomon's men  of valor, every
man wore his oswwn sword : and these were they
that got the victories, The five wise virgins
hed, every one, oil in her lamp, and only
these enter in with the bridearonn.  Another’s
cating of danty meat makes thee nonc the
fatter.

A HINT TO FAULT-FINDERS.

Dear FAuLT-FINDER :—

Yours is a work more useful than apprecia
ted. Persevere, good must follow. In Mass-
achusetts lived a man, who was a bold lead-
erof all opposition to religion. and  always
ready to publish abroad any shortcomings
whteh micht be discovered in any  who  pro-
fessed retivion. At leneth he made up his
mind to remove from  the place to anothier
7 ut of the conntry.  Meeting  the pastor of
t'ie Congregational Church one  dav, he snid
after the nenal salutation “We'l, T suppose
von know that T am woing to ! ave town soon ;
and vou will probably be alad of it “Glad
ot it Why, no ” said the minister; “You
are oncof our moest useful men, and I think T
sha | hardly know how tospare von.”  Taken
ahack somewhat by snch a reply, he immedia-
teiv asked “How is that 7" “Why ' answer-
ed the minister; “There can't he a sheep ihat
gots a foot out of this fo d, but that you will
always bask from one end of the town  ta the
othes. T think von have veally  hesa one of
the most nsefn® watch-degs T ever knew.”  Go
on then fan t-fnder, we mast not ne scvere on
yous shortcomiass, a8 vour daties towards others
prevent vourgiving attention o vonr own
Cavalk and conversation” that might help to
immove the ermbrt and happiness of those
with whom you have to do.
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