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the life. Where physical disease and moral
depravity clasp and clase in upoa each other,
the soul is overlaid and quenched between.
Although the pritoner were will to part with
the right arm, he cannotfget it severed, It
holds him till the tide rise, and he dies.
With an earnestness equal to that display-
od by the neighboours at Wigton, and with
# skill su erior, we might save our brother.
We could, if we would. By the power of
Jave in all the earlier stages, and by the
power of LAW, if the madness proceed to
extremities, the community should arise in
its might, and rescue the man from himaself,

WILLIAM ARNOT,
——me
WORDS FOR WOMEN.
BY THE xlE:'.‘ J. ¢, RYLE,

I have often wandered what Bible-readers
think of one particular chapter in the New
‘Pestament. That chapter is the last Epistle
of St. Paul to the Romans, What do thev
do with it? What do they get from it?
What honey do they extract from its con-
tents P

‘I'he Inst chapter of Romans is singnlarly
full of names. The first fifteen verses are al-
most entirely taken up with greetings to per-
sous of whom we know little or nothing.
Many, I fear, are tempted to pass over them
with u hasty glance, like the advertisement
sheet of 8 newspapet, and to class them with
the first chepter of Chronicles. ©'This isa
burren land,” they say to themselves ; * there
is little or nothing to be learned here.,”

Now, 1 believe that this way of viewing the
lat chapter of Romans is @ great mistake, 1
believe thet all Scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God. and that every chapter ia useful
and profitable. T am one of those old-fashi-
oned people wha firmly hold that everything
in the Bible is inspired. I have faith to be-
lieve that the hand of God is in the catalogues
of Chronicles as well as in Rom, viii., or Joha
Xive, XV, XVi, xvil.  Believing this, 1 feel no
dout ¢ that there is a great jesson in Rom.
xvi. and 1will try to ahow what it is.

Fhe chapter [ have mentioned appears to
we o contain a speecial lesson for wumen.
The important position that women accupy
1n the Church of Christ—the wide field of
veal, theugh unohtrusive, usefulness that lies
belore them, it they will enter on it—the good
service that they can do for Christ, if they
kiave n wind-—nll these things seem, 1o my
eyes, 10 sand out in the chapter, as if writ-
ten with a sunbeam. 1 will proceed to show
what ] mean,

Ouserve, for one thing. t~at out of twenty-

eight persons whom Si. Paul tumes in con- |

einding this precious Ipistle, no leas than
sleven, if not twelve, are women.
1. . M b4
Qbserve, for another thing, the msaner in

THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

THR CHURCH OF SC0TLAND

which Bt. Paul speaks of these women, Ife
says of Phehe that she wus ** 2 servant of the
Church” and ** a succourer af himsel.” Ile
says of Priscilln that she was his * helper in
Christ Jesus”—of Mary, that she * bestowed
much lahour on him"—of Tryphena and Try-
phosa, that they *laboured in the Tord"—
and of Persis that she ** laboured much in the
Lord,”

‘Now, Isay there is much in all this te
make us think, St. Paul was an apostle—a
man chosen and called by Christ himself—=a
man eminently useful in his generation—a
man who possessed extraordinary gifts and
singular fitness for his work—a man wha
seemed able, if any one ever was, to stand
alone and do without the help of othera: yet
see how this great Apostle openly declaves
his obligation to a few weak women: see
how he is not ashamed to publish to the
world that they had strengti.aned bis handa
and refreshed his apirit, and helped him for-
ward in his work. Let every woman that
reads this chapter mark these things, and in-
wardly digest thera.

I will write plainly the thoughts that come
across my mind, while I read of Phebe and
her sisters in Rom. xvi. I think how wide
is the field of usefulness which is open to
professing Christian woraen: and I wish
every Christian woman who may read this
paper to lay it to heart.

1 say, then, that every woman may be most
useful, if her heart is inclined to it. Bvery
woman may do much, if only she is deter-
miued, and, like the Jews in Nehemiain's time,
has * a mind to work.”

1 would not be mistaken in saying this. I
am not speaking of publie work. All cannot
be distriet vicitors. All cannot teach schools,
and direct Bible classes. All have not the
gifts of Mrs. Stevens and Mrs, Fry, All
i cannot write like Hannah More and Eliza-
{ beth Fry. Let those who have time, and
gifts, and a clear call, give themselves to such
work. But I spesk of usefulness that all wo-
men can attain to—mothers with large fami-
lies, wives with home engagements, daugh-
ters who must consult their parents’ wishes
rather than their own : and it is of them I say
thst every woman can do much.

1 cannot away with the common notion
, that great usefulness is for men only, and not
: for women. Some women, 1 fear come inte

this notion oniy ten readily. I am afraid
; there is in some minds a kind of proud sloth-
; fuluess that assumes the name of humilily,

and keeps people idle, Against this false
{ humility let us always be on our gumd.
P A cosistent Christian woman brings Ged
. before the eyes of those around her all the

week Jong, whether they like it or noi, She
14 ** an epistle™ that none can help reading.
1t should never bhe forgotten-that it is not
; preachiog alone that moves and influences
{ men. There is something to be done, as the
{ Apostle Peter reminds ys, * without thg
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