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CoNvIeTioN UPOXN

CTROUMSTANTIAL L VIDENCE.

in C:rcnm%mnce , it is much superior to pmi-
tive proof. At one time greab injustice wa
done by mn&onmmw persons for murder V\hm
it had not been proved that a murder was
perpetrated The now well-recognised prinei-
sple in jurispradence that no mur der can be
held as having been committed till the body
- of the decen yeen found, has terminated
this forn i oppression. A common
<eanse of in t;mh it

for murder is the

prevarieation of the party charvged. Finding
bin ; ent, placed in a very

pent, he invents a story in
the deceit being discovered,
auilty.  Sir Tdward
lancholy case of a gentle-
(m”‘y with his
r a state of
on hie }mt for \'”Hd unoth(\r child as
sal /1 to have been destroyed. The
wcovered, the poor man was exe
ctim of his own disingenuousnes

ab once 1%
e mentions
man chat

oo

ore

s oceurred in Bdinbwegh (vide 2 Cham-

and dom‘

>1mm1hv><< ny ¢ e locked
d out, M“u bufldi in tadin-
oy nmm;, 1 ssided in

ition oniy divic i

ison had mwl card the
ith tie vepitition of fhe <Lh()\ ©
soitneed them en

bor, who <*1‘tuul I\Mnmm s voom with
whcn i m nob only heard groans, hub
murinur, “orucl lmh“r, thou
! ey At onco hurried to Shaw’s
no answer, and repeated
\'uocks, but 0 1'0@1;01 ame. A constable was pro-
, and an entrance forced, when Catherine was found
fng in ler blood, a kmlg by her side. She was alive,
abie to s speak, and on being questioned ag 1o owmu
'mthcr, only able to make a motion
m)z},mntlv the affirmative, and expired.
moment Shaw enfered the room 5 goecing
shbors and a constable in his voom he appeared
mm,h dﬁ;(nd”rod bt at the sight of his r«m\“nfm tarned
pale, trembled, and was mmlv Fo sink. The first S'HDHSL,
and succocding lorror Tefb little doubt of his guilt in the
Dbreasts of the bdm]dm“ ; and even that Little was removed
when the constable discovered blood upon the shirt of
Shaw. Upon a preliminary hearing he was_committed.
On hig trial he acknowlodged having eonfined his daughter
it her intercourse with Taw son 3 that he had {re-
tod on_her mi Ln}inu Ru\\urtsou; and that he
It her on the subjeet the evening she
red, as the witness 1 \] orrison had <lepos0d
“but averred he left her unharmed, and that the blood fornd
on his shirt was thu"e in consequence of his having bled
himself some days before, and the banduge bf)eommw un-
tied. These assertions did not w igh a feather with the
Juryio opposition to the strong civ umstantial evidence of
the daughter’s expressions of “harbarity, er welty, death,”
together with that apparently affirmative motion with her
he Lul and of the blood so seemingly plo\’ld(‘n ially dis-
covered on BLaw’s shirt.  On these conenrring statencnts
haw was found gnilty, and exceuted at Leith Walk, Was
‘hue a person in Edmbuwh who believed the father guilt-
dess?  No, not one, notwi ximmdlno his Jatest words, at the
Hows, “1 am innocent of wy da,uﬂhtm murder.”
w months afterwards, as a man who had become the
possessor of the late Slaw’s aym‘tments, was rumimaging,
by chance, in the chamber where Catherine died, he acei-
dentally perccived a paper which had fallen into a cavity
on one side of the chimuey. It was folded as a letter,
which on opening contained the following i —

welber

te

The rules of evidence and the practical prin-
ciples of jurisprudence have been mcthodized

< Barbavous father, your eruelty in having put it out of
my power ever to join my fate to that of tha only man X
could love, and fyrapnically insisting wpon wy marying
onc whom T always hated, has made me form a resolution
4o put an end fo an e ree which is becowe o burden to
we, T deubt not I shall find wer y. in another world, for
sure 1o bensvoient Being can requive that I should any
Tonger live in tornent to myself in this. My death Iiay
1o your cha when vou read this, consider you as
the inhwne T t< S that plunged the murderous kuite inte
the bosom of the unbappy

CATATRITT SHAW.
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A few years ago a poor German came to New York
took lodgings, where ]l“ was allowed to do his cook
the same rooin with the faraily. The husband and wife
lived in a perpetual quarrvel. One day the German came
into the kitchen with a ¢ Lm\ knife and a pan of potatocs,
and begau to pare them for his dinner.  The qumw]wmk,

cou vﬂv ware in a mere violent sitercation than usnal; bub
lie sab wuh hig back towaul% thvm, i 110‘1 numut of
t £

, fe olv

But the woman, Hih a smlr’on and uwxpu L(‘d
movement, snatehed the Yenife fmm his ]mn’l and piunged
it in her husband’s hea
of mind to rush into the shut vnd seream “hl[ﬂl
The poor foreigner in the meanwhi le, seeing th

wan veel, sprang fovward to cateh him in b
drew out the kwfe Peuple from the strect crowded in,
and found him with the dying man in his arms, the /nfc
in his hand, and blood upon his clothes. The v 2d
in the most positive terms that he had beon
h 'Jm her hush’md aml had stabbed h'm \Mh ﬂm’r

Vil Lhmunh an mumutv
\J\ ieved. Cumm%mmhﬂ evidence was I
against the ac vu@ml, and the real criminal swore vih
tatingly that she saw him comuit the murder. Lic was
execnted, nobwithstanding the mos severing efforts of
hi \], John /\nthou Hsq., whose convictions of the
NNOCENLC WEre S0 ]mmmﬂ) strong, that trom that
(LW 1\0 refused to have any connection with a cb\px al casse.
& rs atter this tragie event the woman died, and on
death-bed confessed hex ageney in the diabolicel trang-
action.

One of the most remarkahle cases of convievion upon
civcunistantial evidence that has occurred in this coun
is that of one Rat who was tried and convictedin 18
at the Oyer and Terininer in Brooklyn, N. Y. The
known as the ¢ Diamond Murder,” and the circumstances
of the case were in bricf as follows —

Ratzky boarded at a house in Carrol Street in said ¢
where one Fellner also boarded, who had a short s
belore come from Mentz, Germany. Fellner was about
{itty 's of age, had been a large dealer in diamonds in
his native place, but, as shown, he bad for certain causes
absconded and fled to this country. On his passage over
he became enamoured of one 1 \! Pllura, who was i com-
pany with ber sister, a M Un his trip over his
gallantry and attentions Q(L!n(‘(l for Lim, from the passen-
ger | the appellation of ¢ Don Juan,” and Miss Pfun that

of “Zerlina.” Arriving at New York the two ladics en-

gaged rooms ab a houte i R Broadway, and it was
show on the trisl that thelr characters were not the most
exemplary.

On Friday morning, a few days after Fellner and he had
commeneed to board in Carrol Street, Ratzky and b went
to New York together. Yellner never returned to the
house. Iis body was found washed ashore ab Applegate
Landing, near Middletown, N, J., four days after. On
examination of the bhody it was found that the deceased
had been murdered, there being twenty-one wounds on his
breast. The body was identif ‘ed by oune Mrs, Schwenzer,
who boarded in the same housc where Ratzky and Fellner
had boarded. Ratzky fled under an assumed name, but
was arrested in St Louis, and finally bronght to trial.
Ilis stor} of the affair is, 0 short, that, on the e
the morming when he went to Now York with Fe
called at thc house where Mrs. Marks and Miss Plin
That Fellner and Miss PAlum were engaged in conversation
for an hour, and that during the evening Feliner gave him
a gold wateh which Miss Lmnm handed hin from a jewel
case Delonging to Tellver Tt was a little after 8 o’clock
that evening When Ratzky informed Fellmer that it was
aboul time )‘01“ them to go heme, That he urged Iellner
several fimes to go, but he and Miss Pflum were engaged
in a lively conversation, and that at last upon further
urging Fellner rose to go, kisscd Miss Pilnm with great
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