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up thie, oivi portion of' thse prof essiuig
cliurcb, and soîne of' tiîcm hy doctrines
and methods of' acting of' ivlîichi -ve cati-
not approve. But anxions as we must
Léel to sec this building-oui' portion of'
tith Visible ciîurch-p'ogressiug", let us
ever remnember thiat the doetî'ile ot' our
te-xt bolds truc witlî regard to the build-
ing1 of any bî'anco of' tise visible, equally
,s wvitli regard to tbe building of tie oi.
vLeible church. In our end'eavours to
bailli fice visible churcli, we nmust regard
as ofpri-iînqvy importance its bcaring on
the interests of' thse invisible; for thse va-
lac of any branchl of tise visible ehureli
is in proportion to its litness for promeot-
in flice building of tlieinibl:ad
in plroportion to the isumbîer and c'uality
of ise living stoies ivithiîî it %vià eo,
not oaly tlie m'al i alue, but ili. strengîli
anti lîcrnsaîence aIso, of tise outward pro-
fessing ehutrci .And, tiseref'ore, rvtsxc-
nard to crcry part of'our work, whieîlîer
it regardls prituarily thse visible or thse iii-
visile chtu'li-iet us bear in nsind tisat

cexcept te Lord build tlie bouse, they
lhatîr ini vain thlai, buihi it.'

Il. Froîn tihe joint eonsideî'atioo of our
wvork being eouîpas'ed to, thoe buildingr ot'n
boa-ce, aiid of the dc'i of our texti. %V'c
niy learn mulih in rcfu'sence to 0cr own
duty as builders in and of tIhe bouse of
Goti.

Blut tliis is too w'ide a field to enter on
lare. 1 wvill not occupy you' time by
diveiling on tbe absolute necessky oL'
hîolding b3' thse truc, the 0d14? ib'ouudaztioln
'<eChristJesui,- tbe ncccssity ot: hlidng
Mlin forth. as flice only foundallîoii te
laid in Sion, lu %vlioni -%vliosoever beýiie-
eti sh)aîl not he amhamed ; of boliiîg
forth thse wvbole %word ot' life:ý-tie tr'ulli
as it is in Jesus,-tbe intiumieuî ù whicil
the ioly Spirit render.; effectuai for' con-
rinciug- and eonveî'ting sinners, andi for
buildingf up b)elieveis ;-tlic necceýsit3' of'

eve renemerig iat success depentis
on Goti, and, uiseref'ore, the neeessity of
Sraycrful wvaiting iu i ins for thse

lsigwhicli nia1ketýý rich.
Two p)arti(ulars 0f' otir duty nsay be

considcî'cd mor'e fulli', and 1. Dlgec
ià Ilieessarv in attunding to ev:ery part of'
Our duty, 'and iii usinf ail appîointed

It is truc diat Paul may plant and A-POles wvater iu vain if' God give not thue
.11lCrase ;-but if tliere i5 to bc inerease
'if fruit is to bc reapcd, P'aul musi plant,

and Apollos must *'ater. It is truc that,
"Excc.pt thic Lord build tise house, they
labour in vain that build it -" but if tihe

bouse is to be built, tise labourers must
work, and tliat diligen%î. It is truc,
God can %vorlz, not oI y by a ny mains,
but wPlifii means-even against ueanas;
bit ivisat; Cod ran do, or atay bc put to,
do, is nôt iiat points ont our duty, but
ivîtat ini11is revealei iih le biath coin-
nsanded to bc donc: ~I In thse nsorninglif
sov tisy seeI, and in tue evening ivitis-
l:old not thine iiand, for thon kîsowcst
not; ivbetlier shall prosper, citiier this or
tlsat. or svlietlîer tlîey botla shahl be alikze
goodl."eI "Wafsoever tlay band findefli
to do, dlo it ivitli thîy ini-rlit " "4Preachi
tihe wvord - be instant unseason, out of
îreasoiîa, reprov'e, i'ebuke, exlîort 'vith ail
lonl'.-uie *n -îî ilo-riuie," Ive must
tlucî'eorr, wuoî'lc, and 'tvork diligentiy, iu
11.0 l'sr ui'alappoirntcd mnuîs, foîloiwing
the exam'ile ni' our Lord and Master Muis-
self', ivl'o su:id, I ust 'wvcrk the wvorks
oi îMin iat sont nie 'iviile it is day: tlic

r.g riueetîs, vilien niD nsan eaii iorlc."
V/hile careftil to bo diligenît at somne

part or other of' our -%vork, we siuouid bc
carefil also tîsat 'iio part ho negeceteti ;
for it is possible for otie to ho very dlili-
renit in attendiugir to orie par't, 'iviile ho

negees aîolîe',pei'iaps equaily noces-
sary. \Vc l:sow ilînt in a nîates'ial build-
in(. - il'ill init anewes' to continue raising
onîe part of'tbe wail to tihe full heigit,
wlsilc other parts are left not; blgier than
tiac fouindation, or perliaps %vitisout tihe
fotindation itself being laidl. Soin buiîd-
iîîg thse cliiiî'ch of' Christ, no s'eal pro-
go'ess %vill ho msade, a-id neo permanent
aidvantage 'ivilI bt' obtained 1by diligence,
isowcvuî' creat, iu onse depariiiiiît of the
%voilz, ii' otiier delas'tiiients, i-wbici ice
inay deviii le«u' importanst, but iicis the
W>ord no' (kod sliev;ý toise necessas'y parts
of' the mci, hobc ietd

A:aiî',l1 if', affter a~ build-ng lis hecîs
eall.CIîî:Cuetl,%V luite ve' prog'e.S uîîay have
bt'eî fiiti ,-i worlc is mtteriniticîl be-
lbî'c it is Iinisliîd, file tuiiiiîi;shed librie is
in eons1sarraibl miore' Faî:ble to decay titan

au ul Ii vlih is fuisied ; aid 'ivlion.
tise iwou'ki is î'ecAmusieîîed, pi'obably sonne
o' wvliat -%vas hef'os'e donc iistusî be unit'
It i-i so'iiî flic cwze of our ivoiî. Thùc
spiiiîal. buildinsg is as hiable to rail iiÇto
decay as tuc nae'anaîd issuciti more
so, if flic buililers iterînâit tiseir wiork, or
procecd by lits andt stau'ts. ie siatuu'al,
corr'uptioni of' the linoaiî ieart, (,,olise
or' 'iriseli Cleaves stilt crois to ilue miost
advanced lseieves),-tlic wvorld tbat 11-
ei îii -vckdnss itiî its vas"oous sotirý-
os of' temptation and trial,'--ausd tme
craft and power of Satan, waili prove far


