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Patural 9, 1torg.
A CURIOUS INHABITANT 0F TH) SAROÂSSO SUA A2ND ITS

NEST.
What ia generally knnwn as the Sargasso Sea is the vat

area if 260,000 square miles, more or less, to the wegt and south.
west ot tiue Azîri, lslixî, resching to the Bahamas westward,
atid finding ita nortberti and scrnthern boiindýiries in the 36t1i and
]9th degrt es of latitude, 0 heraoreas, notably that ini the Pacifie,
five hutidriéd miles E. S. E. of New Zealand, and, again, one
tlaoueand miles west of San Fran&ce, posseas the arme charac.
tt.ristica, lut the former is the beat known and defined. The
great Aîlaîîticcurrents foirm a gigantic eddy, thus collecting the
alhoe that forma ils componient parts. The vegetable farina is
gelierally cornprehended in the two genera, .kvcus and Sargas-
stim, of the latter tmo alleciep, nsmnely, vulgare auit bacdiferum.

l'le diksconu- ett d masses of weed tuait makre up) the " Sargasse
Ses are usuelly i romn a coupijle of feet to two or three yards8
in ditîmeter, i-onîî timea nauch larger ; we hlave aven, on oue or
two occa lotis, fields several acres in extent, and such expansee

a9re. liîolably mùore freqiient neparer the centre of its ares of dis-
tributioni. 'lhey constiaa f aoit.ge layer of ièeatbery l)unches oflthe
w-eed (S<eryassim laacc'fcrtm), tint matted, but floutirig nleaîly
fiee of caie- auather, oiiiy -uticently enta îîgled for the mss to
kc-ep togethier. Earh tuft has a central brown tihread-Iike-
branchug stt mn studded with round air vesicles on short stalles,
mo.,t of those lîcar Ille centre dead aîid coated %ith a besutiful
iletted Mllite p1013ZOOn.

A fier a t mi- veqicles so incrusted break off, and where tlhere is
11111( h guli metd the sea i lastudded m 11h thas-e litile spsîste white
l'atla. A altoit way from thé- center, towaid the eî,d of the
branrheQ, thle îaerraied willow.like hraves or the plant begiti ; at
fitst l-rowt aud igid, tut liecorniug, fiurthar on in tue brativih,
paler, iiiii1e di lîtati, snd nmire active in the-ir vitality. The
p iig treshi 1 aveN and air vo sichas aire ugnally ornamenied wl- h
the- stalked vasi a of s Ua'mpanaîliiri &. The gîýieisl coluir of the
rilass ol w ciil iins olive ii ail iis iahaîlca, but Ille gîilien.olive
il tuie y.uing anmd grti%%-wg leiaineiies urteaily prellominatem. This
cilgir i?., libever, ereaîly ,rokei it hy Illte sielicate hi-anciîig of
tlie w ced, 1lutî-le.î wiîh. thle vivid w Lite of tue inca u-î .uc joly-
zionp .4ud( ri ditd il'y r- fltetiuîis fim Ille brighit b.ue mater
gi. uiliîag îhrcîulgit I lle 4j'aces ili Ille liet w ork. l'ie g. neral
etleLi of s nutust-r 44f isui. ila l itnd patclieý4 of seed, il abrup1 t
anîd 'ait niobt Larniiiniis coirst willh Ilte larnes of intense
iiiditLo m hil aclaariutîa ilit ni, is vety pleatilig.

The. auictial lire oi tl:is areil is uliariscit-uistic, and lia certain
p'ieuliiîties %%el i woiîlliv thé- stterti' n (il the atiiudt nt. It cou.
s ais or hi ellesa n o.li.s s tLe Sci//oea pelagica. a short-tsiletl
crab, tlie .Natuti/oqr,.pt snointtas, quatits niiitlriitlandmu
s 1-t-vi la r, i>lh, Ille >Ii jiett f-1 iil iitiitiifî, kios î na Ille
.4ncinaiiiis ?lairnoiatos. Thet writer was fortunata in iahmerv-
itg tihe luitier on the outskirîs; of lIais vat srt-a. It foi elle ofn
thé,maîtat iti'teîestitig exaînrîkas of lthe mîîay creattures titat fitid
bareiy il) lotective îeacîniiblitncea. As atbvi m'îiliied, tlle
weed as it float issuuie" ail th idles or olive, aid tue- fls.î iii ciol r
is ita exact parototypje, fleceaîl wiîh irrtguar jatîbIta ni' dairkar

a ili liîýhtter tiliad. sl. Nut oîîly in io:or dues it ii mie tlhe weed,
but iii getýeral alili arance, the hesad snd ins beiiig dutted here
aind ibiere miih fait tastie bairls of flesh that. to the îirdiiajry i<b.
set ver seemn bits of weed jirowing ni-on it. Even thle white îp1y-
zooin growîng, oin the sîgru ia itnîlîst d, anil a car(-ful examiniation
is neuestsaiy te distingit Illme fi.,h frî.ni ita aurtoutidinga. It was
otteiner fonnd lyiiig iii asînong the weed, lîut wltere te patelles
wtre silliahi, waa irequenily Ptet lazily -,winimiiig aroumîd in cicar
W'sîcr. las ultt, iseen iii the accoymijîaîtyiiag illustration is, un0
less, a curiosity. Il is a roundîl- oval hii of wet-d, iiitwined aid
Wi-undt ttigether lu s niost coiilicat d mariner tiy 'au itîvii.iile
viscil1 serrtioii front thée fish. The liieces; of weeml are filat
roughly tcanght togaîlier, and the eggs de-po8ited smoi g the
lriramalic ; then the inivisile bands are wouud arouîîd, gra-
duaily draiwir.gz titeru itîto the oval forni, about as laîge sa hasie
bdll. The insiiiact, anîd its fil culi tr eîîîiowmeiit liy sature, place
this. fieh smong the nioat intart aîisig of« the fiuny triba.

STFAM PArKiNG.-Mlr. Watr-on iii hia Afrchanical Neu-s, saya
that the best ptîking ho ever u-ed for laceil joints, either areamn
or water, is counimon dr-awiîigj liper sohked lit oil. Afti-r a short
tinte ihe Iteat of steri) couverts it iinto a Substance lake pari h.
mnît, tar that it is prac'uically indlestructibîle. It ha the advon.
taize (if strilîpiing i ead.ly fromt inrfaces when it is dbiied to break
a joint.

911veutionz.
SKETCHES 0F INVETOE AND DISCOVEREES.

DR. HORÂCE WELLS, THE DiscovERER oF ANESTHP.tî1A.
The usanea of the three claimatnta are Dr. Horace Wiells of

Hartford, Conn. ; Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton and Dr. Charles T.
Jackson, of Boston.

On the memorable evening of the lOîh of Dec'emher, 1844. Dr.
Horace Wells attended a lecture sud an "lExhibition " of the
amuming effecta of nitrons oxide, or &«langhing gas," given bt.
Dr. G. Q. Colton ln Hartford. Among the persona who iithule
the gas was s yonng msn by the name of Cooley. Vihile uutLe'r
11s iuifluence Cooley danced sud jtimped about the btaee, and
ltruised his legs badly by ruuniug agaittat Borne woodeu beiitches-
On ésittiug down ha waa surprised to fiud that hi,; legs were
liluody sud that ho hsd aeverely bruisieai himself. He told Dr.
Wells, Who at iuext tu hirru, that he wss not aware that he î15d
run agzaisiit the banches, neitherdld ha feel any pain so long as
the effectai nf the gas lasteal.

At the close of tîte entertaiument Dr. Wiella asked Dr. Coltotn
whv a tnoth ntiglt nlot ha drawît wtltout pain whlile unttaer the
inafluenice of the gs ; a:id re-lated the experience of Cooley. Dr.
Coltoîî repitied that hae did flot know, sa he hall ne-ver tii dl tIile
-xîerinîent. Dr. Wella said hae helievaîl it conld lie doelte, and'

was w'illing to try the ex, etinieut on himself. Hea sked DI.
Colton to bring s ba1 of the gas te hia offit-e I li next day, an"d
lie woulîl bave .9 tooth drawn wltile limier ils itifliience. Accorad.
ingly, ou the Ilth of Decenibter, 1844, Dr. Coltou took s lîsg Of .
ltme gas to the office of Dr. Wells. Dr. Biggs. a npighl)otiitig
detîtist was calleul in to juerfibrîn the opelat ion. Dr. Coltota ,mil*
niniatered the gas, sud Dr. Rigi exîracteil s molair tonth Oh
rcîtve>riîig conaciousness Dr. Wiells exclaiuueil :"lt is t4'
gre teist dipcocery #ver mad.a; I did vot feel it 80 muc/e as tM6
priek of apin/

?J his wa..t tMt e fi operation ever p-rf,,rmed witk a truc awSs
t/le. Dr. Colton then itistruct(-d Dr. Wells lîow to niiake Ille
gais, atid stsrted off on biis exhibitioî .nesa Di. Wellsi g0t
iii the ai aratum, malle the gas, fadmiiiistert-d to a uauter Ot
,uertiois o~r téeh extraction, andi thont went In Bo>tott to iliake
the îlis-rvery kiîowu t tIlle world. He callcd oui a lar-de plli
lier of Ilii Irotmer dentislt, as ailso s utinîber of ieadiuir teurgentils
statiîîg wlîait he bail dotte. Titey ail truteti hlm wil riiltculeî,
aiid sciîuted l l iretemîed disrovery. Aîtuiig others Who ri-i-
cuicri l' hs disc.overy waas his fiormer p~ip1l ii tIeîtiaîtry, Dr V
'P. G. Morîton. Dr. Wells weîtt to Catiiirilg College-, and »{<
olil Dr. W'arrenu, the lecturer on surg..ry, to iiiirnuluce filin tii ticl
clii.st at the close of oua of bis lectures. Dr. Wairrenî clii hua il"
troilu.-. hlm ssyiîîg :"He-re la a geîîltîmsuia wilo iireteiilis thtit
he lutta iliscov».zt-eti onethimg s bit-l wili (if sîriîy paiii iii a iIt
cal ojieraîtion. He atts ho adlîress voti ; if îtiy of ynu i.sît 10
remtait sud ieýir ii, yon cmii do so."' Dr. WVellai saseil te"

cl >a-i tclu piortioîn as ratttaioeft-miial; ftite close î>f Itl"
reîuîiarks9 sliimiislared tite gsa to al boy and.- *u ractedal soIl
The lmag w.98 tàiken sway s lmttle too sourn, amîd tile boy ateatit 1

Our, thaîuigh aifîcrwarîl lie aiîll he faIt ito puainî. Tie studeUît'
tuisatîl, anîl consimlere-d tîme i xperiiiîî-nt a tutiltira.

Welis, lifter lsuuoriug su i meatiiîg rebuiu on ail ai-les for nevO'
rai weeks iii Bostont, reîurîîed to Harit furd anti resumeal li*"
duýntal practice-usimg the gais'successîruilly as an aiaSthetiec
Bishoi, Brownell1, sud anmeit fîrty of tbe inoat respectable oitiZCil5
of H.,rtford have given tht-ir delusitions, that duiirng the year
1845 Wells exlracted teeth ftor themn witholit t-ai, uisiutg thxe ga'
Ri ltae auaoe-thetic. Aînong thesa waa Dr. P. W. Ellsworth, noq
livinîg lu Hartford, Cîmln.

At file close of 1845 or the beginning of 1846, Wells went te
Euiope with tiie hlje of regaiiitig hiiilyaired healîb. Witile
ini Paras ha îireseuttd the. sul-ject to the. Acatleniy of Sicieict'st
ait he Aesdeuiy conferred, lîiorL hlm tie honur nf sn M.D.

We contia now te Drs. Mortoni andm Jai-kn. Dr. Mlortomi, blIt''
irg sa.en newspsper notices of Wiella' oîueratious; with tîta gas, aIl""
reuîaeuit rimmg the stateutents of Wells, went to Dr. Jackson, Wl' 0

wss a chemist, to learu hmow to inake tha gag, as lue wisiieal 1o
test the valua of Wrll'î' pretended discovuary. Titis was diîritig
the nuonth or Se1 uîeiiiber, 1846. Dr. Jacksion said t0 hum,' tlist

6gas eximilarates, and niakas people, laugh, dance, etc. 1f yvaU
wiab to tîry auvthing, why don't you try elîmer? Tiat will 1 -l
hilarate "-evideittly baving no fdith in the succesa nf aither go
or ather. Upoît this Jujut o suggestion, M orlon purchasps oil 8

ether, sud tried it on a boy, Etien Frost, oui the 3Oîh ot Selit'nt'
lier, 1846. Thiis was thle /irst experiment made witla et/lte*
Morton reported the. auccess of tha expi-rinnent to Dr. Jack3<>Cî
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