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One of the worst consequexîces of the use of slang is the
povertv of vocabulary it causes. A boy w-ho li"as ac-
custorýed irnsolf to use slanxg constaxxtly, wvlîeii put in a
position w'here hoe is exp)ectel Io speakz properl1y, xvill
immediately bocoine seif-conscious and hiave great diliculty
ini sayiing anything. 0f course it is impossible for toacbers
to abolish the use of slang. but thecir influence can bu used
to discourage and diminishi it. IL is painflîl to notice the
attitude sonne peoIple of ifluenO]ce -assuine ini regard to this
question.

The followiing are the w~ords of Dr- G. Stanley Hall
Il Grammatical accuracy and purity of idioni dIo iiot corne
naturally to the child. I should have the chidren taugylit
to speak anyhow thanl no how. Slang has ils place, it is

"funidameuital; good langiuace is -accessory. SI-lug is
childish, for aî single Word expresses mnore thaii -whale
sentences. It should have a certain place at -a certain

"stage with soi-ne chidren. I pity the teacher who has
66not a good vocabulary or slammg."

.poor logician caii easily detect serions falflacies iii those
statemnts.

Certain other improprieties aof speech, which canuot be
called slang, should be (quietly rooted ont of the lauguage of
children, so that when thecy have spent a pleasant eveningr
they may not be heard say the next day that they had an

"elegaut tirne last ilit."
One of the greatest benielits a school can confer 111)01 the

youngr is ta awaken and foster in thein a love for gnood
readingzr. It is impossible -for a child to read a well written
book without having his own pow'ers of expression im-
proved.

Aside from the readingy maîter contained in the ordinary
text-books great use canl be mrade of school libraries whe..
it is possible ta secure them. I3y supplying good and
wholesome material for readincg in this w'ay, the temptation
to read cheap and trashy books will be removed.

0f course the parents of rnost children will act as censors
for themn and 'will sc that no poisonlous, books corne into
their hands. Unfortunately there are some childrenl who
are naL looked after with sufficient care iii this respect. For
ail sucli the teacher must act as g'uardian anaget.

Thre begrinningr of thre cultivation of literary taste can be


