
TIIE EDUCATIONAL RECORD.

teachers forget that iRomé-, was not buit in a day. We expeet toc,
niuch from the little ozies, and instead of gettin, the information out
of thcem by questions we tell theni the whole thing, usually beginning
at the definition and ondinîg lu a fog.

Let us suppose that -%e have a class of littie ones in the second
grrade, that is, betweeîi the ages of eighit and ten years, and that wve
are about to teach them Ilow to distinguishi a noun frorn any other
part of speech.

Shall we tell thein that a noun is the narne of aîiy person, place, or
thing, or give them any other suitable definition and inake thei recite,
it? Rememiber, it is our duty to educate, not to crani our pupils.
The question then for us to decide should be-what shall we niake,
our pupils tell us, rather than what shall we tell thlem. Ifu dealing
wvithi these very young children I have always been able to secure
attention and interest by rnaliing them do the 'vork for themiselves,
and even the dry, inuch abused grammar Jesson bias been interesting.

0f course the pupîls mnust ]lave sornething told thleni but I usually
begin by asking a question whIich every one eau answer.

Perhiaps I may take up a piece of challk and ask wvhat it is, and
thus I shall elicit the fact that chalkc is the name of the substance I
arn lolding-. The saine can be done with rnany articles familiar to
the chass, wvho wvill ail be pleased to tell the naie of anythiing I toucli.
'Ele ilext stop follows naturally, viz., point out the fact, tliat it is the
naine and not the thing, that is the nouu. This eau easily be
explained by telling theie soie story, such. as that of the boy whio
said hie hiad a noun sticking- into ii-hie nieant a pin of course. To
sonie this kiîid of teaching inay semn very ridiculous, but we niust
rernemiber that littic ones wvi1l always reinier a story, and this wvil1
lielp thein to understand its application. What we hiave to do is to,
miake thern understand, and if telling tliein a ridiculous story Nvil1
hielp theni, 'vo are justified iii telling it.

The childreil wvil noiv coniprehiend that it is the naine and not the
tting that is the nouin, and wve eau proceed to tell thein thiat %v'hatever
is a name is a noun, and that they iust alw'ays ask theicîselves Il I
this word a iamie ?" and satisfy theniselves that it is before they parse
it. I thinkz too that every child should be comipelled to parse ini
this wvay.

The word book is a naine. Therefore the word book is a noun.
This i-nethod teaches thein to reason for theniselves, and it also shows
theni that only those words vhîich are uines can be nlouns.

Moncî they have inastered this tliey wvill bc able to, gro on to the
distinction betwveeîi different kinds of nouns.

This will ho a little more difficult, and the teachoer will have to bc
very carofuil indced wvhenî explaiîîing the îneaiing of the word Ilcoin-
nmon" as applied to nouns. But the first step niàst ho thoroughly
inastercd by ail the pupils before atteipting to go further.

Examiple, after examplo shîould bo given, using cvery kind of imoun.


