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above ail and beyond aiP, il is Ille greatest religions festival of the
rish people.b

It is, gentlemen, on this daiy tliat the becart of ev.--ry truc lrisbi-
mian whcirevcr lie miav he, swells with a just pnide ; il is on thlis
day, tihýt lie feels the warmitlî of thiat lrishi blood as it flows witil
iicreased spced îbrouglb isis ;il is on1 ibis dlay tibat c%-vcrv libre
of biis being tinglcs %ý-ith inexpressible feeling. X7es, on this festive
occasion bis vcîy sou] is lifted Io the Aliiiit:' in anl outpouring of
,gratitude.

Wh'Iv?, l3ecatise flie lrisli race hiolds and ever lias bield tba, Ille
most glorious fact in ils blistorv is hIe possession of and persev-er-
ýance in Ilbe Catbolic failli. This fact lias 1:een demonstrated by
centni ie5 of persecLition, w'hich bhave drawv forthi fromn tlîern, a
mnitiifestattion 'of hieroismn and adhiesion Io faitli thiat stands unsur-
passed iii the %vorld's hlistorv.

To-dayi UIl fea-st day of tliat glorious patron, wio, first plantcd
the truc religion on Erin's fruitful sou,ý il' is fittin- flint weé galber
rouind Ibis festive board, Io hionor thlat greal champion of our faitli,
1o commneniorate a life so generously devotecd ho the cause of
cbristianity and Io allest ouir love and loyalty ho those wl'bo wvitl
mnari r blood biave guardccd anîd preserved that failli thio' it cost
ilicrn thecir al].

\Vhlat shall 1 say in tbis brief dliscourse of Patrick and the
Irisu people? 1 w'ill pass 1w iii silence, the controversy concern-
ing, thie àctual place of thie Saint's birth, bis carly life, lhis cipti%-itv
and the long years of preparation. Iwill flot speak o( bis journcy
int the *Emnerald. Isle, of ]lis apostolic labors, or of Ille peaceful

conversion of the Island, Nvitbiout the sbieddling of one drop of blood;
wvith tliese, as w'ith mnany otiler strikin& ècits of blis life, eachi and

:ail are Èntirely' fan i'iliar. .How'ever, it seeruis but'natural, that on
this day, WCe Ille sons of Irisli parents should gladly wvaider baclc
throiugh dit lapses of ages and mnake atIclast a hurricd rofe n
Irel.-nids'1 histoty, of every page of Nx-icli we may bc jùstly proud.

Ircland lias a glonlous hiistofy, oîie that conimainds thie :qdînia-
lion" of îtè world !'~But, wliat a ffiUnglibgà of joy aid ofi sor'row* do v
'ffôt find cnrolled 'On 'ltspa si-

Whiere do records ekhibit, a fairer picture thian thiat of Enin
in 1ber aôldén Igc?" 'Hii faniie lîitd rèached rie tniotcst parts of
the eaftbi. 'Slé' slodd ,pre-end7nFnt. among the, titiohÈ o! t' ntelc
'wcarihg thc çrouidest *of tities tliat of «isîd of.Ë-âilnts aïid'Sèbhôl1ars."
ýBu to this niost gloFious. epoch; succè dèà inos*t biftr *f tials,


