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Divers gooci Ia\vs," to use the parliameiitary terni, w~ere made
for preventing the increase and dang ~ -oev. li14 u
Puritans, in their stru(ggle wvith Charles, mace a dleclaration against
certain Cathiolic doctrines. Llnder Chamrles Il., in 1673, the
Test Actw~as passed with the avo-wed. object of debarring Catholies
framn ail offices, bath civil and military. By die ternis of the Act
of 1673, ail oflcehiders iwere obligeci to taize the Oath of Supre-
macy,ta subscribe the Declaration agaiiîst transiub-,Ianitiation, and
to publicly receive the sacramient accorclizg to the rites of the
Church of Engiatid. 0f course nîo Catiiolic could cornply wvith
these provisions, and as a cotîsequence Catlholics w'ere effectually
kept out of office.

But these disabilities xvere flot consiclered sufficietît, and so ini

1677, in the thirtieth year of the reign of Cha.rles IL., the fallowing
act xvas passed ta prevent Catholics fromn becomiîîg nienîbers
of Parlianient.

".An Act for the mnore cifectutal preserviing the King's Per-son and
Governinent, bv- disabling papists; frount sittinir i cither bouise of
Parliarmnît.

"Forasniuecl as divers good laws have beeni made for prev'enting
the Increase and Danger of flopt'rv in this. Kingdoni, which have not
Jiac the desired effects, bv eao of the free acccss whicb popish
recusatits have liad to il-s lNaýjesty\- court, ait,,5 by reason of the
flbertv ivbcb of late some of the recubatîts have lîad and taakeî to sit
and vote in Parlianient.

"«Wlîerefore, anîd for the sallèty of bis nîajesty's royal person and
Government be it enacted by tie Iings Most Excellent 'Majesty, by
and witb thie advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo-
ral, and of tic Coninions, iii ibis jiresent Parlianient a,,senilbled and
by thc Authori1ý' of tic sanie, that, fr-om and alter Uic first day of
Decenîber, -whicb slîail bc in the Vear of Oui- Lord God One moutsand
six hiundred aîîd soventv eigbt,no Person tlîat iio%% is orbercafier ýSha1h
be a Peer of this Reahîiî or Memnber of lie 1loube oif l'eersshahl vote, or
miakze bis proxy iii thîe 1-use of Peers orsit thiero durinsg aiiy Dehiate
ini the said Flouse ot Peers ;nor myv Per-,on tUîat now is, or hîcreaft±r
shail be a Meniber of the Flouse of Coiiow shjaîl vote iii the 1-use
of Conîmons or sit thierc during any debate iii tie said Flouse of Coin-
nions rafier their Speaker is chosen ; uîîîil such Pver or ?de:îber
shaîl, fromi tinte ta tinie res;,ectively and iniiinancr follcowiuig, first
take the severatl oaths of Allegialice -tndc Suprcnîaci, and inîke, sub-
scribe, and audiblv, r-epeat ibis Declaration foliowing
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