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But the ghost wvas only inçlirectly responsible for the birth of
such doubts. It was not seen by tlie thanes. It did not by a single
word make known to thecin the unuatural crimes of Macbeth nor
seek- to lead theni, by suggestioni or act, to punish the one commit-
ting theni. Its only w'ork %vas to fore- Macbeth to reveal ]lis inward
gult, in the paroxysiîn of fear, experienced at the siglit of the
gibbering figure ini his chair.

In Macbeth, then, the ghiost plays a very minor part indeed,
if we take into consideration only its direct influence on the actions
of those who were to righlt offended justice and natuire. Had -\ac-
1)eth been seized by a short fit of madnless, the effeet would, have
heexi the saine. It would have hiad just as inucll influence on the
aftcr inovement of the plot as the ghiost liad. Dy forcing him,
to divulge ice awful thoughts that wvere scorchilig hlis mind, it
could have aroused the suispicions of the Lords, just as fuilly as
hiad tlic spirit of Banquo. And in trufli -ve caunot satisfacitorily
determine whiether it was the nîadness of an oppresscd immd, or
the shadow froin another world that led to the regicide 's revelation
of bis guilt.

How different from. this is tlic part playcd by the gliost in
<'Hanilet" 1 Here tlie spirit of the nurdered king sets tlie whole

rnachinery of the draina in motion. The cnningii Claudius liad
so, skilfully brouiglit about the deafit of Iiis brother the kziîig( and
bis own ascent f0 sovLereigil power, th-at no whisper of Ilis foui crime
hiad gone abroad. Iii thec eyes of tlie world lie -tvas an upriglit inan,
and ini mountingr the tlirone of Dcninark, upon the deafli of liis
brother, lad only tak-en the place that rightfully belongedU( fo hiiii.
Even iamilet thouglit liiii innocent, and persisted in the thouglt
uintil flie face of Claudinis iii the play only too plainly rcvealed the
awful guit if had up to that so well hidden.

Claudius, a mzaster iii the art of scheming, hlad provided for
every huuamu emergencey. A shadlow fromn the ncxt worldkokc
ail liis plans awry. A ivord froiu the spirit of the late King re-
vealed to liis son Hianilet the horror of the new kingf's crime.
'<Enow thou, noble youth, tlic ghiost says, "the serpent thiat dlid
st:ingf, tliy fathers life. now wears the crowu. " This bit of informa-
tion is ftic nainspriing of thc whole plot The coinmnand of the
gliost, that Hainlet "revemîgre lus (father's) foui and inost uninat-
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