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possessed of a timid, slîy and extrentcly modest that, lie liad flot forgotten the delicate beauty
disposition. Slit, ivas a blonde, witli a sligit, of the gentle Venietia. Mr. Gibson, too, loved
nervous fraine, a great wealth of golden hair to speak of biia to bid friends ia the city, and
and dark eyes tliat sliune with a deep and lus- rejoiced to hecar of the csteem and confidence
trous glow. It is a singular thing to notice lie enjoycd axaong business mn.
howv character is aioulded, by the Iocality and For niany years, Johin Markhiam was steadily
advantages of socic-ty wlitre oneU nay dwell1. advîîncing in thie race to wealtlî and eminence;
Our Bob of the country. whose soie occupation visions ot dumiestic peace and contentnient
consiets in tending cowvs and fulluwîng the began to flit across lus inid at tintes, in the
plougli over a furrowed field, witli feiw thuutghts solitude of bis batelielor chainbers, of a fair
or fancies to occupy biis niind, becunies quite a forîti lie could foid tenderly in bis burly arms,
different individuul wlien the attractions uf city and cyes tb:ît could look soi tly and confiding
life allure bint fronut biis hounte, and whien soeiety in biis own. But ail titis was flot to be, the
lias placed himi within the boundi uf lier iiiagic briglit itupes lie liuud chierishied, and the dreains
circle. Thougli education early aequired miay lit! -xpected wuuld soon be realized, were AI
modify much uf the iawkwardlncss and distr-ait disjîelled like the dew bef'ore an August sunt,
rganner peculiar to .nany wbio hiave lung llvcd wlîun the disii fa-et stared hlmii ia the faîce,
in solitude, a certain leaven of the uld nature titat the wealth of maany years had beconte a
,will eonstaatly reveal itsclf, and ivhiich constant prey to tlu raging sea. Ilis heart sank wliea
intereourse witli socicty only can remove. It lie luokod uipon thic past un the inoraing of'
was strangeiy to be observed uf Venetia lîuw titatt daty %vliichi hrouglit hir.a the fatal tidings.
her seclusion front society, and ab.,unce of ail Meniury, iîivariably recur.4 to the backward
social intereourse liad duveluped tliose qualities events uof lifé, whiea the hcvart is smiote witli
which bier owa sex despise, but wliich mcn gen- affliction and îlistress; wu dare flot, aur liave
erally conimnad and admîire. IIhelieve it to bk we. thu strengtli, tu look into tu future; tilt
true, Jespite wliat the votaries of fasîtion inay hucart seeks for consolation in the sympathies
say, tîtat a too close contact witli society tends uf friends, or in the peaceful shiades of solitude.
to weaken and deteriorate ubaracter. Venetia This wa:s the first dark bour in .Johîn Mark-
liad lived at Norwiclî front lier earliest cbild- liams'. litè, and gloomy were the reflections
liodd, and, witlî tue exception of a few ycars wliicli cruzscd lisiind, as Ilec sat lis evening
sîwnt mît a cclebrated academvy, liad bccn but in bis battelielur cliamnber; but thue tnote wliceli
seldoîti away frount homte. Slie tuuk the great- lie liad jost read, revived ]lis drooping spirits,
est delighît la wanderiîîg tîtrotigl the beautiful aind brouglit the recollections uf the past again
groves of the village, or bailing. wîtlu a few to mmid. Ile thouglit of biis fatlîer's friend
friends over tie placid waters uof the river. Gitbboin, and the lonely drives to tue cottage;
Soînctimes sie would wander away witii book the Ipie--nics lie attemided in sunimeur, wlîea the
in haad and seat lierseif duwn beside boule groves were îacrry u'ifli the voices of children;
limpid strconî and read tili suaset burned itself lus long joîmrneys on snow-sliues in winter,
away, and the clîanging hues grcwv dark la tlîc- wlien the snow was deep, and the skating on
western sky. the river witlî Venetia rnoving gracefully by

To Norwicli, Marklami badl been a freijucat lus side. AIl tiiese scunes came back upon lus
visitor la the carlier part of luis lite, wbien the auind witli a vividness titat quite banisied the
associations of youtlî tirew a golden lialo across present, and iiuîdc Iiiii dwell a little longer ia
biis patît. It was lucre lie first hecamie acquaint- on faney tuit lie %vas wont tu do-on tue old
cd witli Venctia, and a kind of citildlike and faiuîily circle at Nurwicli. It seents, tiîouglît
sisterly affection hiad grown up bt!twe:en tliemn, lie, as thouglu titis misfort.une 1 lhave met witlt,
but the extremie iliodcsty and baslifiil sensitive- is a just cîastîsement inflictcd on tac for mny
ness of the one had prevented titeir acquaint- sclfiAiness and negct uf timose wlîo hiave neyer
ance frot ripeaing into feeling of confidence ceased to take an interest ln rity affairs. How
and love. sli ali I mecet ntiy old friend and my fathuer's

The youthi lîad early becoîuie an ackruow- friend too, after so long an absence? 1 liardly
ledged favourite witli Mr. Gibsoît, wiuo luved know in fact liow to thank hlim for luis kindness
himt for luis quiet, stuiiioiis taanaer; and îîîany ani consideration. Weil, well,-to-morrow
werc tue long evenings lie spent at the cottage, wiil citiier sec nie îtrong la hiope or aiiourafui,
in winter, wlîen luis poor fatiier was alive, dis- by feelings whiicli 1 cannot even shakc off now.
cussing the old chassie authiors lic loved -%vleuu 1 shall go to the News Ilooun and glaruce at thne
a boy, or singing with Venetia, soîue pretty paliers. lie thirew on lus heavy coat, for tue
favourite Germait air. Afler the deati of i tglit wvas culd and storaîy, and imnuediatcly
Markham's fatiiet- lie was calhed away front luis; left the roomn.
studies, and the associations of luis yoîitl, to The principal talk duriag the day amongst
enter upon ncw duties, and, duriag an laterval business mn was the loss of a fine new vessel,
of tmany ycars, lue becamie quite a stranger to witli a valuabie cargo, bound for tue West Ia-
tlic iiates of the cottage at Noriclî. The (lies. Join Markbam Nras the owner of titis ves-
eariueass atud application lue iaai.festcdl in sel, and in it lue hiad staked lus earîîings of many
the pursuits of bueiness, togetiier with its carcs years. But irben the news canie it completely
and axieties, liad ail a tcndeacy to allure bis prostrated Iiimi, and bie fuit incompetent to
mind from thi îuemory of the past, but, for ai perforîn tlîe duties of blis office, and on tue


