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T 'HE number of murders reported since those
junfortunate men were hanged in St.

Thornas and Stratford furnish a grim commentary
on capital punishment as a deterrent.

T FIE General Asserribly strongly advised Ses-
sions to hold meetings.for devotional pur-

poses and for conference on the spiritual condition
of their congregations. Presbyteries might do the
same thing and show sessions a good example.

SOME of our exchanges across the line are be-Sginning to take an interest in the Manitoba
School question. 0f course there will be the usual
sensational articles about the "Canadian Crisis."
Don't worry yourself, gentlemen, this bot weather.
There is no " crisis " that will not be settled long
before Chicago and New York have dlean munici-
pal government.

A WRITER in the F4vum says: There are
not more than two editors in New York

Cit who can be said to be hospitable in their re-
ception of suggestions." Editors are not by any
means the only sinners in that regard. The rea-
son why their lack of bospitality is so mucb notic-
ed is because nearly ail the other mem bers of the
human family are crowding them with suggestions.

BY quarreling among themselves and constantlyBthreatening to vote against the Government,
the Irish Home Rulers helped to turn out the
Rosebery cabinet. Now there is a Government in
power the members of wbich, whatever their future
policy may be, used to contend that coercion is the
proper remedy for the ilîs of Ireland. Most people
will say that the Home Rulers are served about
rigrht.______ __

THEl CANADA PRESBYTERÎAN.

professorship in Knox College, gives "the Cana-
dian ministers excellent practice ini criticism."
That may be ; but there are several thiiigs that
Canadian ministers need more than practice ifl
criticismn, and the same might be said of some of
their bretbern across the water. If the chair
could be filed without criticising anybody, we are
certain most of the Canadian ministers would be
glad. ________

T HE General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church ini Ireland at itslast meeting discussed

again at great length the question of the use of
hymns in public worship. It was brougbt up by the
report of a committee on this and other subjects,
in wbich an amendment, carried by a majority of
two, recommended tbat it is inexpedient to move
in tbe direction of a hymnal for the Church's use.
An amendment to the adoption of this report, to
sanction the use of bymns and appoint a com-
mittee to prepare and submit a book to next As-
sembly for approval, was debated long and ably by
several of the well-know leading ministers and lay-
men of the Cburcb. Upon the vote being taken
there were for tbe amendment-that is, in favour of
a bymn book-278, against 163 ; majority 115.
This result was received with loud and continued
applause. Protests were, as a matter of course
entered, but for the Irish Church as for so many
other Presbyterian Churches, in this matter, the
"Rubicon is crossed."

THE PAN-A MERICA N CONGRESS 0F
RELIGION AND El'UCA T/ON.

T ORONTO is this month to' be favoured with
a gathering of such distinguished person-

ages in the walks of educational, pbilantbropic, and
practical Chistian life and work as it bas not often
seen. The above is the title under wbicb this as-
sembly will meet. Lt will be composed largely
of Americans fromn the neighbouring cou ntry
wbom we ought to be glad to have
as guests and visitors to see our country
and city, and become acquainted with our
people and institutions, and because tbey are
earnest workers most of them, in sorne one or more
of the great departments of human progress and
'well being. Lt is flot a parliament of religions,
with which, as seen at Chicago, many most excel-
lent people not only have no sympathy, but to
which, on grounds satisfactory to themselves, they
are opposed. The religious element does enter
more or less into the subjects which will be dis-
cussed at this Congress, but we sbould hope no
one will object to tbis, as indeed tbe main
subjects are of a kind which rest upon a religious
foundation, and should be permeated by its spirit.
Ministers of religion of various bodies, college pro.
fessors and presidents, and men and women whose
names bave been and are prominently connected
with great philantbropic, social, industrial, educa-
tional, and, to some extent, religious movements
will be here in force, and set forth the latest phases
of work under ail these heads. HIe must be a wise
man indeed, who, from their spoken addresses will
not be able to gather much that will be new to
him, learn some lessons he may well follow, and
find out some things whicb be should avoid. The
liberal, brotherly spirit, whicb, to such a large ex-
tent, prevails amongst the different denominations
to-day, bas corne about, not by each holding itself

who will take part, to awaken we trust an înterest
in the approaching congress, and induce many to
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attend its sessions. Tbere will be general sessîoflS
and sections under departments. Some Of the
sections are as follows : Young People's,13d.
ucational, Missionary, Philanthropic. Sorne O
the chief subjects will be : The New MOV'
ment for the Unity and Peace of the WOrîd,
Cbristianity and Education ; Municipal RefOfa''
Rights and Duty of Labour; Our Girls;, 110W ti)
Save Our Boys ; Problem of Modemrinin
Roman Catbolic Missions ; Protestant Msin
Certainty of Religious Knowledge ; importance of
College Discipline; Insanity as a Factoýr in CrirTiet
Our Christian Duty to the Poor; Heredity; The
Red Cross Movement, etc., etc,

Among those who wiIl take part are the Ho0 '
C. Bonney, the Hon. Henry Wade Rogers, L.,)
Rev. J. T. Gracey, D.D., Rev. Chas. F. Thwing'
D.D., Rev. G. Gottbeil, Bishop îreland , mr
Charles Henrotin, and many others from abroad.
0f these amongst ourselves wbo will take Part
are: W. B. McMurricb, E5q., Q.C.. Mayor Kennfedy,
Professor Clark of Trinity University, Rev. Father
Ryan, Rev. A. C. Gourtice, editor of the ChriStl.ao
Guardian; William Mulock M.A., M.P., Mrs* Ir.
S. Wood, president of Girl's Friendly SocietY, "ro
ronto ; Rev. Dr. Burwasb and others. .01

Tbe meetings of the General Sessions begini~
the 18th inst., in the afternoon, and will be held t

the Pavilion and will continue to the 23 rd .
section meetings wiîî be heîd on tbe sanie days
but at different hours in St. Andrews' h''
King Street ; St. James Square Church and ini tht
Metropolitan Methodist Churcb.

RELIGIOUS TEAC.qING IN
MON SCHOOL.

THEf

T HIE school question, as it bas arisen in Mt
toba, bas had the effect of calling attenti01

afresb to this miost important questiCfi.
is well that a wise, intelligent interest in it sh10
be kept alive in the communitv, for ther2 iS 110
other wbich can more deeply affect it accordi1g a5
it is settled wisely or unwisely. As might bece
pected, with regard to a subject in which the
lic mmnd is agitated, some very foolish thing5 aV
been said, and unpracticable proposais(nladc
Some very strong, altogether too sweeping, Statc'
ments bave been expressed in certain quarters'
derogatory to our present common school sy-çtC'
as regards its moral and religious character a
teaching. These may pass. They will be rated a
their real value. The rash denunciations Of hot'
beaded sectaries will not move the great body4r
the people, who will estimate at their proper 1Ot
their blind, prejudiced judgments. 0

What is to be understood precisely by rel1gîo
teaching in the common school, and what is rc
ticable in tbis respect, have neyer been very Clearîy
defined and settled. Perbaps they cannot ver)ecli
be. There is one thing, however, on which the
Canadian public appears to be, speaking genrleral'
and judging from the action of the religious P""1
liaments wbich bave just been held, tolerablY ce
agreed, and that is that religious teaching of sool
kind, and'up to a certain extent, should bave 0e
place in our common schools. No respO'bîe
religious body, such as is supposed to be charged
largely with the care of this subject, or secular
body, or leading public man, bas venturcd tO P ro'
nounce in favour of a pureîy secular system Of Pub'
lic instruction-that is, one which sets firmily o
and ignores divine and sacred tbings. The Public
mi, looking at countries where this systeil '
vails, so far as it possibly can preva''l
and judging it by its fruits, is growing d
cidedly more averse to such a system.. So far h'
is a hopeful state of things, and would appear to
afford a basis for arriving at a settîement for a
certain amount of religious teaching in the CO«1.
mon school. The difficulty arises as soon as it Ys
attempted to settle just what religious teachirlg I
the school sbould include.bu

Taking for granted the existence of a Pb
common scbool system, the settling of hoW I11LIh

religious instruction sbould be included, MaY the
determined by considering what must, ill te
nature of the case, be excluded. And bere t
one clearly obvious thing is that the doctriniesai
Church polity, peculiar to any one body orde
nomination, are at once ruled out. EpisdOPaY'
Presbyterianism, or Congregationalismn as sçel
of Church polity cannot be taught in the cOni1l'
scbool, nor Calvinism, nor Armenianisn). Lt ig


