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? NEW DEPARTURE IN MINIS-
'"£RIAL REQUIREMENTS.

nhe w departure, that s, on the part
0f the people as to what they demand in
a a Uifister. The gospel ltselt and the
P"reach1ng Of it have neyer and do flot now

-Cali for anly radical new departure ; ai-
thýougli What Is demanded of the rnlnistry

a clali1 eaio for the efficient dis-
e]harge Of its duties changes in some de-
gree froml tinie to time. That at preseut
WeD are pasbing tiirough a change ln this
r"61eet 18 evîdeut to ail. Probabiy In ceau-

gkato a vacant charge youth lias always
to 01 certain extent had a preference over
48e; but 1fl)w arnongst ourseives tiîis

for youth lias gone so far as to
11ve assuned l~~amost the f orm o! a morbid

d18ease. Th!, is acknowledged by ail, and
lanmented by Mnost. To show how far this
lias 0]rl it 18 only necessary te say that
Dcluar 8te fte n heard among our peo-
»t thee!fet that, at forty-five a man in

01(1 ry s at, if not past his best, iaq)at flftY, and at slxty is oniy fit to be
throDWn aside. Had Paul to write lis pas-

t'ra Plstles flow, and were he to do so in

aeodac vith the pealn taste, henýol [ot say that one deserving thce o-
lice Of a bioshop sliouid be "grave", "1not a

"'""e'; ut rather that lie should be "1jol-
1" n "thle more of a novice the better."
Why this aversion to age and the ripeexpeelnce tia t usualiy cornes with It in a
lllUg 19 11 whidli, above ail others, one

wohltdnaturally expeet thien to be prized?
rail5ters set aside on this account are]lot Inferior in education to their juniors;

t 5 e pak as -weii if it be with a moreelastenled and subdued fluency; they pre-

theî gospel as fuily, clearly and for-11% as thle>ir Younger brethren; and en-
W'ebel Vth that ripeness and fuilness of

eXfl O! whieh is the garnered fruitage
î O Years. Tuie oniy reason tiiat lu

e~ as~ cau be given for It Is that con-
t'11hied ln the old ditty :

"'I dû0 fot like you Dr. Feul,
Tihe reason wiîy 1 cannot tell;
ilut 011lY this i. know ful Weil,
10oflot like you Dr. Fell."

5Vl tate o f matters universally feit
aibytlle good deplored, is a most un-

ztv()abieIdcto as to the spiritual con-
'Iti 0 f the C ich tjustly rie

dorub ' ethe r it is really the gospel
preached ln simplicity and with ail earn-

NtÀfl(n affection that the people vant
a 'lfll5ter If this be indeed wliat Is
"'at~ i~evident that they are really

e oncerned about the inan througli

th'ey get the message, than they
aeabout the message itseif. Facts well

'I0wn to th1ois conversant with the sub-
t sGýrtiat if the great apostie to the

Çle t feipng sudh an one as "Paul the
ae" were sent to sorne of our mission%ations Where there are a score or two

falill.thec larnors of wftose desperate
haire ve filled the land, lie would get a
Çoi(1'reception if he wvas not summar-

i w t 18 'state of thiugs lias corne
Ftis a Most important question for the
to turn its attention to. It lias

n hlnted by some that the lack of liab-
0study, and nfot keeping Up. to the

lru th rasnf r hereet.n ! h

-" "lePreferne ,.y'
ltry a rnefor oilyouth In the

lw P ars to be greater now than
wtras buta,,v few years ago when things

De 'iver, and1 the 01(er they 'grow thîs
ebcmes greater. In spite o! alle ry for iore iie , la the supp y at

home, at ieast, outrunning the demand ?
Again a new and native race Is growing
up and makIng Itsef feit ln the Church and
counitry. with Ideas and tastes as te the
minletry different froni those o! their fath-
ers who were boru and brought up lu the
Mother country. lu their eye the minis-
try was a veny sacred calling, and the Idea
of a paster, spiritual counselior, guide and
friend predominated very iargeuy along-
side that e! the preadher and teacler. TIe
spirit e! defereuce towltrds their pastor lu
ivhicli they were traiued, miade theni wiul-
iug and glad to seek and accept hie coun-
sel; and accordlngly the wiedorn and grav-
lty, the calmnese, sobrIety, and weight e!
years ceunted for mucli. It Is different
with Young Canada. Reverence is net a
premInent trait I l h laracter. He le
seif-sufficleut, and wlien le dees net reseut
Christain ceunisel, is net at ail very consci-
eus o! needing it, and se age, years and cx-
perience are at a discount with lm.

There was a timne a-ise, It may le added,
wlien undoubtedly lu the callidg o! a min-
ister the needs and claimu e! the young
were tee much ignored. TIc penduluni las
now sw-ung te the opposite extrerne; and
wîat wiil please, draw or keep'the yousng
le often the main If net the wholly decid-
ing question lu dlooeing a pastor. Like
draws te like. Wlere the volce o! tlie
young either dlrectly or througli their
parents', turns tue scale, it le naturaiiy lu
favor e! the young againet the more ma-
ture. Parents lave iargely landed ever
the reins luto the lauds of their chlidren,
and they have quietiy drîven theni off the
f ield and much cisc aiong wlth tleni.

It le impossible net te notice aise . lu
this connection the great dliange that lias
corne over thc relîglous life o! the people,
lu its outward aspects at ieast, 4vithln the
miemory o! those flot yet old. It used
te le almeet wholiy cou! mcd te the
preaching and Iearing of tIc gospel on the
Sablath day, the Sunday-sclooi, and the
annuai pastoral visitatIon. How different
ue It- now * Preachiug dees net hbld the
place o! rnopouy it once did. "Wlio cal-es
fer preadhing?" This rougli question o! a
rustie expresses, more tlîaun e wotild like
te lelieve, the feelings o! multitudes. Re-
liglous life lias wlth a vaet nuniler become
largeiy a thlug o! soclalities, ef societies
and erganizations o! every kind. Tîcir
na-me le legion. lu the main thcir member-
Ship is made up Mo!thc yeuuger portion o!
thec durcI. T hese dlianged direumstances
denad that a niunlster's tume and work
muet le greatiy takenu tp witbî overseeiug
managing, and giding sedetles; and it
let net unnatural that witli thc young, o!
wlom they are dliiefiy made up, age
sîould be feit te le semewîat unsympa-
thetic, slow, repreesive perliaps, and ac-
erdingly le pusled aslde that younger
men may le Irought te the front; te le
lu their turu run off thc stage wlien their
(Iay le donc.

This state o! thinge je iikeby te le at-
tended witli resuits whlch are very seri-
eus and fatr-neaChing. Even aiready it lias
led o e cexistence il ur -churel o! a con-
siderale body of uuempleyed ministers,
net veny contented In spirit, lecause tliey
are consecous o! being able fer werk; they
wisli te werk, aud yet ly au unreasenale
prejudice ou tIc part e! the people, on for
the want e! some adeauate and yet oe

Istry thein bhld wIli have legun te le pre-
carions, and seon they may le expected or
calied upon te, step down and eut.

The dlaims o! those affectcd ly the new
departure epok[ýn oe! %ill perfonce command
serious attention at seme day net far dis-
tant ; and surely if the mmnd e! the dhurci
wene once turned iu earnest te this subjedt
botî pressing and important, tliere le wls-
dom enougl inl it te devise some remedy
whicl woui(1 relieve wîat, if net a wnong
le at least a meet serieus and growing cvii;
aud prove at thc sanie tume a buessing te
the churel and the land in w-lieut wc have
our home, and whosc lest bu terets are
so dear te our'hearte.

TlE A WA KLNMA G IN JAPA N.

AN ENCOURAGING LETTER.

li tIch Japan Daiiy Mail for Jauuary
3lst. 18 given a monthly eumrnary front
the Religions Pre8s. From these extrac.te
niay le gat-lered a very geod idea o! t.he
preisent condition o! Christianity lu thie
country.

ln the fimet place it says "The Chiiban
writers, almost withouMt exception, are
Inoyant as t.ley nevien- th year, vhie
lime Budd(Iilisto -are as a m-ue, liepeless, com-
bative and cempaining.

Tie Orthodox Chitians mark tIe year
1892 ns the beginuiug o! a Chistian re-
vival. Tlicy sec the conservative reaction
in tue nation loslng force. TIey tiul
tînrthtI raltlonalistic wave that for a tiinte
thrcatened &dteaster las list, !tg pow-er.
The Iblerai tcndency 18 reportcd as clecked,
and chancIes coisolidated. Rteligions and
menai questions bave areused general ln-
teret. TIce prollem e! popular education
liasevoked beaitly cniticieni o! pulic
mnorals. There were hanmonions, and prom-
ising ifssues te the varions denontinatLion-
ai confereuces. Paeeivity lu thc chunches
las given way te actlvity. Pracitcai work
las supplanteil thleoiogicab discussion.
TIc sceptical ena lias net yet passed, lui

the Ebght of a new tv age s leiîing ln tic
leaveus."

lu a senies of articles ly the Rev. Mr.
Yoke! on the Et/hico-Relgions Regener-
at'ou of Japau, tffe atîther saye "Al1tehoughiny fonnis o! religion exit lu tue w-erld
Chritiauity le evldentiy desined te lead
fluiong tiien, and at ieugth te conqîir
ail. Nirmîcrs are ne guarantce o! victiory.
Organization ând met.heds e! w-erk are o!
chie! importance. Iu theee sources o! power,
Chiitiainity ilefan cupenior te any torm
religion. In ies aggreeeive literature, and
by t: inissionaries, it le taking îîos-
seis!loi o! tic woni(i. Its entrance initie
Orientai divilization le e! course very xdif-
ficuit; lut Its advancc cannot le long witî-
stood.

'Japan is a great country, but i't fis
net great enougl te resest snccessfuliy 'a
worlxI movement. Jesue Christ bas become
the synibel o! ail tîat le noble and bene-
fienut lu modern divilization. The chanities,
the social referrns, such amis as those e!
tic international peace societies, o! the Red
Cross Society, o! temperance erganîzations
ami the like, 0w-e their initiation and sup-
port te Christiaus. lu tic revival o! thc
natienaiity of Japan, tIen, let the work
le donc lu the name o! Christ.

lit Japan, Christianity le stiib emal lu
the number of ts adiierents, but it sliould
le olscrved tliat Chistiaus are laving a
more and more decided Influence upen se-
eiety. TIere le mmcl anitagonien teo hIs-

lite.rature- -.4 -- *-1-

'-National greatues lenet te le gained
for ourseives alone, but that we may le
enabled by Our power and truth to e lep
and te enlilgten ether pe49piee. Ged,- as
given us fathere and lingej; It Jà Gec's wil
that we sloald love and serve tbem.

THE CANAIDA PRESI3VTERIAN.

manl' aî central prinelpîeL, sfiete re-
genierat*- eoclety and iead men te heaven.
('hriet's é'laracteT anxd teachInge stand ft>r-
even."1

Andttue fronia Baiddhistt What ma3*we
neOt txpeOt afteî- sudh a confessiou?

H. LflOMIS.
Yokoln-ma, Japan, Febrrnary Ot¶u., .1893.
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"A fumda&rnental revolution is new need-
eîl. Th-ercf ils a desire prevaicut te. reform
poiitics, e<lucatiou, iaw, commerce, and
literature. Our people are cager te makre
thls nation the equal of America or Bng-
land. No one thinks that Japýan le without
need o! a great refoi7mation, but we sliould
have te le, exeeedingiy active te pass ln
a genera tien tue (distance rnade in the West
ln ïive centuiries.

"Before we can reach the end almed at,
w(' must purify the source ef ail our donugs.
,In ethico-religious regeneratio< las the de-
inand. This is not one of the many regen--
eiations, but is the source o! ai true re-
ferni and progress. So long as this regen-
era t ion is not made, ail atternpts to better
che present condition wili fail. To-day, lu
a word, demands lecision. We sliouid re-
solutely face the ntecessity and accept ut,
gi-. up iiuddhisui ami Confucianism and
adopt Christîanity.

"The hour for a seücond revointion for
Japan lias corne. Religion and rnorality
înust be regeninrated. Now ls ne tume e!
peace ando@ýrder. Confusion ie abroad, and
preachers e! Chriis tianity shou id prepare
for their work with thihs fact l ini. %

"Wý%hen Buddhisni wvas first brought te
tis cou ntry Its vietory vais easy. There
we no e-stablisliedeý reilgion tu coînfront ItL
WN'Ien Confucianl,>ni appeared it had te

deai with an uncuituredl peuple. But Japan
hoids a civiiized ý)eopIe. This nation, IL le
ad.mitted, is lu sorne relations inferior 1te
the peoples of the West, but ilu many things
it lias reached a higli degree o! civilization.
Iii religlous thought it la, profound; scep-
tical speculatious are wvideiy liluentiai;
iii p)oliteness and social graces generally
it lias a refined and eoxpilex life.

"Our task is, very difficuit. The work
of the iabt twen/ty years ln the Japanese
Christian Clurcheqs is like the play oI chi Id-
hoood. These dlurcIet4 muet be cared for,
but we imust, lok te a far greter'future.

'e nimuxt net le content to go on as we
have-s been going. like Alexander the Great,
w-e imst give Up our srnall successes and
go ahead lead by a great hope. Our werk
inuet le more comapil4,e than even vhat e!
Paul.

In rifereuce te thle Buddlist papers It
further says "T'he Buddhikets have been
aroused te great activi-t,y iately. We can
net say' that -there ir, mach evidence o!
hope! ai activity among theni. They are as
a raiepeimsic querulous, exacting, un-
der a inerory o! ancient privileges, and
are determined, if possible, tu stop tdic pro-
gress of Clritianity. One of tJielr papers
denîands that the B'uddhijet rites shah tbe
revived in the Irnperiai Household. It aise
a'dinish8es the stuuents at the UnItarian
sdliool that their Iorm e! ChrIstIanIty la
only orna-îentlng Itseif wit.h the doctrines
o! other religions, and reaily is3 but a Chins-
tian referunatuon. Uts profeesed telle! lu
the sym.patiiy o! religion ià3 net sincere.
The stude.nts are to le pitied, net biarncd.

One Buuidhlst writer sees but littie
Eght for anytlding ainywlicre. -"The annuai
retrospect ls iike a look into a ravine
wlocse gloon isl dense, and wliose dangers
are horr4lIQtu rermenber." His lament
readsý as !oiiows, "The ligît ef merality
us gene, the nation's spirit Is cerrupt. il
tire congpiriug -to nain the country. Tho


