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THE NEW DEPARTURE IN MINIS.
TERIAL REQUIREMENTS.

The new geparture, that is, on the par
the people ag to what they demand in

& minigter, e gospel itself and the
Esz‘chms of it have never and do not now

th OF any radical new departure; al-
OUgh what 15 demanded of the ministry
::a:‘ q“a{iiicaviom for the efficient dis-
sreegfe of its duties changes in some de-
Wo a TOM time to time. That at present
™® Dassing through a change in this
::;D:ct Is evident to all. Probably in call-
oa 04 vacant charge youth has always
age‘cgrtain extent had a preference over
cl'a.v’in Ut now amongst ourselves this
have 8 for youth has gone so far asto
ds8sumed almost the form of a morbid
lame:; This is acknowledged by all, and
ag d F’y- most. To show how far this
rem, ;‘;{nﬁ It is only necessary to say that
Dle to ts are often heard among our peo-
. he effect, that, at forty-five a man in
old a“t‘“f‘listry is at, if not past his best, Is
rown ft}j, and at sixty is only fit to be
toral o aside. Had Paul to write his pas-
aecorg zi’is'ﬂes now, and were he to do 80 in
“;Oula NCe with the prevailing taste, he
fleo of llot. say that one deserving the of-
nm,i%f: bishop should be ‘“grave”, “not a
Iy» an(f ‘l‘)ut rather that he should be “jol-
the more of a novice the better.””
expe:-lii this aversion to age and the ripe
’ nce that usually ecomes with it in a
Wou::lg' In which, above all others, ~ome
'he miﬁ?turally expect them to be prized?
t Ing éters set aside on this account arc
ey €Tior in education to their juniors;
ehnst:}:e“k as well if it be with a more
sen, thed and subdued fluency; they pre-
eibyy € Zospel as fully, clearly and for-
’ieheqas their younger brethren; and en-
With that ripeness and fullness of
Oce which is the garnered fruitage
Mogg Of years. The only reason that in
t&ineacases can be given for it is that con-
o Im the ola ditty :—

TI do not like you Dr. Fell,
Bhe réason why I cannot tell;
N Ut only this i know full well,

P 4o not like you Dr. Fell.”
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::::10:3' the good deplored, is a most un-
‘litio,fble indjcation as to the spiritual con-
doubg Of the Chureh. It justly raises a
Preagy, Whether it is really .the gospel
®d in gimplicity and with all earn-
88 and affection that the people want
Minlster. It this be indeed what Is
It is evident that they are really
Ncerned about the man through
they get the message, than they
Out the message itself. Facts well
to those conversant with the sub-
G@nt,;how that if the great apostle to the
ageq 5, being such an one as “Paul the
> Were gent to some of our mission
Where there area score or two
€8, the clamors of witoge desperate
bave filleq the land, he would get a
¢olq réception if he was not summar-
Tejecteq,
bouot“t this ‘state of things has come
Chuge '8 a8 most important question for the
np t0 turn its attention to. It has
Ity Inted by some that the lack of hab-
time, Study, and not keeping up to the
Olge, S the reason for the rejection of the
™Men anqg the preference for the young-
deq thit cannot for a moment be pre-
. ey at the younger men who are pre-
the ti are al studious, well-read, and up to
to 4. Des. Something may be attributed
loyg ® genera] spirit of restlessness and
trieg DADge common to all new coun-
to u;e ?mi@ty has not yet crystallized in-
of 1xed ang regular habits and modes
Th OURht that belong to an old country.
" izlf‘“’ allin the formative state ; and
try as ajlltion of affairs affects the minis-
sty - lelse. A love of change and nov
Is - D the air, and nothing but what
tregy,,. 204 hagson it the marks and the
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lea % of youth can be tolerated, or
8t .
Parg o ®joyed. §o tar as this forms any

€ explanation, it must be left to
“®vep to effect a change. Unhappily, how-
» the Dreference for only youth in the

it watry appears to be greater now than
8 buta oy Years ago when things
pme!:iwe’ » and the older they ‘grow this
the €@ becomes greater. In spite of all
= OF more men, isthe supply at

s State of matters universally felt
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home, at least, outrunning the demand ?
Again a new and native race is growing
up and making itself felt in the Church and
country, with ideas and tastes asto the
ministry different from those of their fath-
ers who were born and brought up in the
Mother country. In their eyes the minis-
try was a very sacred calling, and the idea
of a pastor, spiritual counsellor, guide and
friend predominated very largely along-
side that of the preacher and teacher. The
spirit of deference towhrds their pastor in
which they were trained, made them will-
ing and glad to seek and accept his coun-
sel ; and accordingly the wisdom and grav-
ity, the calmness, sobriety, and weight of
years counted for much. It is different
with Young Canada. Reverence is not a
prominent trait in his character. He is
sell-sufficient, and when he does not resent
Christain counsel, is not at al} very consci-
ous of needing it, and so age, years and ex-
Derience are ata discount with him.

There was a time also, it may be addeq,
when undoubtedly in the callidg of a min-
ister the needs and claims of the young
were too much ignored. The pendulum has
now swung to the opposite extreme ; and
what will please, draw or keep the young
is often the main if not the wholly decid-
ing question in choosing a pastor. Like
draws tolike. Where the voice of the
young either directly or through their
parentg, turnsg the scale, it is naturally in
favor of the young against the more ma-
ture. Farents have largely hLanded over
the reins into the hands of their children,
and they have quietly driven them off the
field and much else along with them.

It is imposgible not to notice also .in
this connection the great change that has
come over the religlous life of the people,
in its outward aspects at least, 4vithin the
memory of those not yet old. It used
to be almost wholly confined to the
preaching and hearing of the gospel on the
Sabbath day, the Sunday-school, and the
annual pastoral visitation. How different
in it mow ! Preaching does not hold {he
place of monopoly it once did. “Who cares
for preaching?’ This rough question of a
rustic expresses, more than one would like
to believe, the feelings of multitudes. Re-
ligious life has with a vast number become
largely a thing of socialities, of societies
and organizations of every kind. Their
name is legion. In the main their member-
ship is made up of the Younger portion of
the church. These changed circumstances
demand thata minister’s time and work
must be greatly taken up with overseeing
managing, and gdiding societies; and it
is not unnatural that with the Yyoung, of
whom they are chiefly made up, age
should be felt to be somewhat unsympa-
thetic, slow, repressive perhaps, and ac-
cordingly be pushed aside that younger
men may be brought to the front; to be
in their turn run off the stage when their
day is done.

This state of things islikely to be at-
tended with results which are very seri-
ous and far-reaching. Even aiready it has
led to the existence in our ehurech of a eon-
siderable body of unemployed ministers,
not very contented In spirit, because they
are conscious of being able for work ; they
wish to work, and yet by an unreasonable
prejudice on the part of the people, or for
the want of some adequate and yet one
would think attainable means within the
church of finding it for them, are cut off
from work. What makes this so serious is
that for many of these it means either an
absolute necessily to turn to some new,
uncongenial and precarious employment,
or the keeping up a hand to hand, and
often long and weary fight, with poverty.
It frequently also causes men to remain in
a congregation after they are conscious
that their work in it is done, for fear that,
should they resign, they will be cast adriit
without work and without means. How
pitiable is such a position! It must cer-

tainly deter many from entering the min- "

istry whose qualities of head and heart
would do honor to it, and bea blessing,
when they see that at a time of life when
in other professions men are thought cap-
able of doing their best work, in the min-
istry their hold will have begun to be pre-
carious, and soon they may be expected or
called upon to step down and out.

The claimg of those affected by the new
departure spoken of will perforee command
serious attention at some day not far dis-
tant ; and surely if the mind of the church
were once turned in earnest to this subject
both pressing and important, there is wis-
dom enough in it to devise some remedy
which would relieve what, if not a wrong
is at least a most serious and growing evil;
and prove at the same time a blessing to
the church and the land in which we have
our home, and whose best interests are
go dear to our‘hearts.

THE AWAKENING IN JAPAN.

AN ENCOURAGING LETTER.

In the Japan Daily Mail for January
31st. is given a monthly summary irom
the Religious Press. From thege extracts
may be gathered a very good idea of the
present condition of Christianity in this
country.

In the first place it says ‘“The Chrigtian
writers, almost withoultf exception, are
buoyant as they review the year, while
the Buddhists are as a rule, hopeless, com-
bative and complaining.

The Orthodox Christians mark the year
1892 as the beginning of a Christian re-
vival. They see the conservative reaction
in the natlon losing force. They think
that the ratilonalistic wave that for a time
threatened d/saster has los't its power.
The liberal tendency is reported as checked,
and churches consolidated. Religious and
moral questions have aroused general in-
terest. The problem of popular education
has evoked healthy eriticism of publie
morals. There were harmonious and prom-
ising issues to the various denomination-
al conferences. Passivity in the churches
has given way to activity. Praectiical work
has supplanted theological discussion.
The sceptical era has not yet passed, bult
“ the light of a new age i shining in the
heavens.”

In a series of articles by the Rev. Mr.
Yokoi on the Ethico-Religious Regener-
ation of Japan, the author says “Although
many forms of religion exist in the world
Christianity is evidently degtined to lead
among them, and at length to conquer
all. Nwmbers are no guarantee of vietiory.
Organization and methods of work are of
chief importance. In these gources of power,
Christianity is far superior to any other
religion. In its aggressive literature, and
by its missionaries, it is taking pos-
sesgion of the world. Its entrance into
Oriental civilization is of course very dif-
ficult; but its advance cannot be long with-
stood.

“Japan is a great country, but it is
not great enough to resist successfully a
world movement. Jesus Christ has become
the symbol of all that is noble and bene-
ficent in modern civilization. The charities,
the social reforms, such aims as those of
the international peace societies, of the Red
Cross Soclety, of temperance organizations
and the like, owe their initiation and sup-
port to Christians. In the revival of the
nationality of Japan, then, let the work
be dome in the name of Christ.

In Japan, Christianity is still small in
the number of its adherents, but it should
be observed that Christians are having a
more and more decided influence upon so-
ciety. There is much antagonism to Chris-
tianity certainly, but Buddhism is practi-
cally ruined, and Confucianism is only
literature. '

Mauny writers are now devoting mueh
attention to the social and political needs
of the empire. Many are urging the estab-
lishnient of ethical codes, and the invigor-
atiou of patriotism. :

“But appeals ou behalf of ethies and
patriotism are not esough. lu the present
temper of a large part of the nation the
wish to have a c¢lear reason for what we
do is dominant. Why should we be patri-
otic, why loyal, why moral? Unless satis-
fying answers can he given to these (ques-
tions we are not inclined to listen to our
advisers. Christianity alone can give guch
answers, :

“National greatness is not to be gained
for ourselves alone, but that we may be
enabled by our power and truth to help
and to enlighten other pegples. God -has
given us fathers and kings; it is God’s will
that we should iove and serve them.
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“A fundamental revolution is now need-
ed. There.is a desire prevalent to reform
polities, education, law, commerce, and
literature. Our people are eager to make .
this nation the equal of America or Eng-
lané. No one thinks that Japan is without
need of a great reformation, but we should
have to be exceedingly active to pass in
u generation the distance made in the West
in {ive centuries.

“‘Before we can reach the end aimed at,
we must purify the source of all our doings,
An ethicu-religious regeneration is the de-
mand. This is not oue of the many regen--
erations, but is the souree of all true re-
form and progress. So long as this regen-
eration is not made, all attempts to better
the present condition will fail. To-day, in .
a word, demands decision. We should re-
solutely face the necessity and acecept it,
giv> up Buddhism and Confucianism and
adopt Christianity.

“The hour for a sécond revolution for
Japan has come. Religion and morality
must be regenerated. Now i8 no time of
peace an(l.order. Counfusion is abroad, and
preachers of Christianity should prep%re
for their work with this fact in mind.

“When Buddhism was first brought to
this country Iits victory was easy. There
wax no established reiigion to confront it.
When Confucianismm appeared it had to
deal with an uncultured people. But Japan
holds a civilized people. This nation, it is
admitted, is In some relations inferior to
the peoples of the West, but in many things
it has reached a high degree of civilization.
In religious thought it is. profound; scep-
tical speculatious are widely intluential;
in politeness and social graces generally
it has a refined and complex life,

“Our task is very difficult. The work
of the last twenty years in the Japanese
Christian Churches is like the play of child-
hood. Thege churches must be cared for,
but we must look to a far greater future.
We must not be content, to £0 oOn as we
have been going. Like Alexander the Great,
we must give up our small successes and
go ahead lead by a great hope. Our work
must be more complete than even vhat of
Paul.

In reference to the Buddhist papers it
further says ‘“‘I'he Buddhists lLave been
aroused to great activity lately. We can
not say that there is nmuch evidence of
hopeful activity umong them. They are as
a rule pessimistie, querulous, exacting, un-
der a memory of ancient privileges, and
are determined, if possible, to stop the pro-
gress of Christianity. One of their papers
demands that the Buddhist rites shall be
revived in the Imperial Household. It also
admonishes the students at the Unitarian
school that their form of Christianity is
only ornamenting itself with the doctrines
of other religions, and really is but a Chris-
tian reformation. Itg professed belief in
the sympathy of religion is not sincere.
The students are to be pitied, not blamed.’”

One Buddhist writer sees but little
light for anything anywhere.+The annual
retrospect is like a look into a ravine
whos¢ gloom is dense, and whose dangers
are horrible to remember.”” Hig lament
reads as follows, “The light of morality
is gone, the nation’s spirit ig corrupt. All
are conspiring to ruin the country. The
national destruetion hag already Jbegun,
Can not Diogenes find one man?”

AJdother writer is somewhat more san-
guine and says “In unecivilized lands and
in remote ages Christianity congquered
wherever it went, but the defects of Chris-
tinnity sliould, in the present age, be re-
pliacegd or supplemented by the excellences
of Buddhism.” The author them g0es on
to exalt Christ as fthe world’s moral
teacher. “It is the glory of mankind,” he
says. ‘“‘that Jesus of Nazareth lived. Much
that Christ ‘taught will never d2cay. Some-
tines the wonder arises, did Christ’s teach-
lng come from man or from above man?
S0 rich in feeling was he as to weep; as
minute conversation was he ag a woman,
as keen as lightning in the flaghes of his.
soul. Every word, every phrase of Christ
should influence us. In the four gospels the
noblest and wisest morality of the world
appears. So simple is it, so eagily under- -
stood and applied. “Loev God and love
man’ as central principles, sulfice to re-
geverate soclety and lead men to heaven.

Chrigt’s character and teachings stand for-
ever.”

And this from a Baddhist! What may we
not expeet after such a epnfession?
H. LOOMIS.
Yokohama, Japan, February €th., 1898,



